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 Candler County Schools 
are planning to begin the 
school year on Aug. 3 as 
originally scheduled.
 On Friday, Superinten-
dent Bubba Longgrear an-
nounced on social media 
the school system’s plans 
for the 2020-2021 academic 
year.
 “Our approach as a 
school system is to focus 
on cleanliness for our fa-
cility and also hygiene for 
individuals.  There will be 
an emphasis on continu-
ally sterilizing areas most 
a� ected by student activ-
ity,” he said in a statement 
to families. “Students and 
sta�  who are sick or run-
ning fever are mandated 
to stay home.”
 According to Long-
grear, school sta�  and 
nurses will make every 
e� ort to follow up on all 
students who are identi-
fi ed as being sick. Students 
who have fever will not be 
allowed to return to school 
until they go fever-free for 
24 hours without using a 

fever reducing medication.

No announcements
regarding health of

fellow students
 “Due to HIPAA regula-
tions, the school system is 
not allowed to notify other 
parents or community 
members regarding other 
students’ health matters,” 
Longgrear said. “We will 
not be making public an-
nouncements when a 
child or teacher is feeling 
bad, running a fever or be-
ing tested for COVID-19. 
The local Health Depart-
ment will be responsible 
for monitoring and report-
ing local health data.”

Online curriculum 
available

 For some families, for 
various reasons, return-
ing to in-class learning 
this fall is not an op-
tion. For these students, 
Longgrear said, an online 
curriculum will be avail-
able.
 However, these families 

must meet with the school 
to access online options.
 “If your child has health 
conditions that put them 
at greater health risk or if 
there is a family situation 
that heightens health risk 
by them attending school 
in person, there will be an 
online curriculum avail-
able to them,” Longgrear 
said. “Parents of such 
child will need to call 
the school before July 17 
(Friday) to set up a meet-
ing with the counselor/
administrator to work 
through timelines, expec-
tations and support plans 
to ensure we are maximiz-
ing the education of the 
child.”

Masks, gloves optional
 Masks and gloves will 
be optional for students 
and sta� , Longgrear said.

A community e� ort
 To ensure safety of stu-
dents and sta�  in school, 
Longgrear said, “Please 
join us in encouraging 

No public graduation 
for MHS, MCA Friday
 On Tuesday, Metter 
High Principal Ellis Stro-
bridge announced that 
there will be no public 
graduation ceremony for 
the MHS and Metter Ca-
reer Academy Class of 
2020. A ceremony was ten-
tatively planned for this 
Friday, July 17.
 In a public statement, 
Strobridge said, “After 
much consideration and 
signifi cant input from 
stakeholders, we have de-
termined that having a 
graduation ceremony on 
July 17 will not occur.
 “The rationale for this 
decision stems from lack 
of interest from the vast 
majority of students.”
 The students did take 
part in a video graduation 
in May. Immediate family 
were able to be in atten-
dance as students were 
scheduled to walk indi-
vidually to receive their 

diplomas. The video was 
aired at the time the tradi-
tional ceremony had been 
originally scheduled.
 “It is our hope and the 
impression that we have 
received from many that 
(the students) were hon-
ored and celebrated in 
our previous graduation 
ceremony,” Strobridge 
said.
 To the graduates, Stro-
bridge said, “Most of you 
have communicated that 
you have already begun 
the next phase of your 
life and, as such, we at 
MHS and MCA want you 
to know that we are here 
to help support and cele-
brate you in that phase to 
the best of our abilities.”
 Of the class of 2020, 
Strobridge said, “They 
were a great class that 
represented Metter High 
School well, and we will 
miss them.”

School to resume August. 3

 A Candler County cou-
ple were released from 
Candler County Jail on 
their own recognizance 
the day after they were 
arrested for insurance 
fraud.
 On July 1, warrants were 
taken out on Earl Lynn 
Driggers, 85, and Julia Ann 
Driggers, 62, of Candler 
County. They turned them-
selves in to the Candler 
County Sheri� ’s O�  ce and 
were released on bond.
 According to the war-
rants, the individuals 
in question unlawfully 
made fraudulent rep-
resentations of fact in 
the fi ling of an insur-
ance claim related to a 
fi re that destroyed their 
home at 1918 Hwy 129 
near Cobbtown on Janu-
ary 26, 2020. The fi ling 
claimed the couple had 
lost $114,902 worth of per- Earl Lynn Driggers Julie Ann Driggers

Local couple arrested
for insurance fraud

sonal property in the fi re.
 “These two individuals 
are accused of attempt-
ing to steal money from 
their insurance company 
through deception, which 
in turn drives insurance 
rates up for all Georgians,” 
said Commissioner John 
F. King. “Additionally, the 
cause of the fi re itself is 

 Metter City Hall has 
reopened for business 
this week after two em-
ployees tested positive 
for COVID-19.
 According to City 
Manager Carter Craw-
ford, City Hall continues 
to operate under its pre-
vious social distancing 
guidelines, limiting the 
number of customers to 
two at a time.
 City Hall was closed 
the week of July 1 after 
an employee tested posi-
tive. All personnel were 
tested and o�  ces were 
cleaned and sanitized. 
 The decision was made 
on Thursday, July 9, to 
reopen this week, Craw-
ford said. However, the 
July meeting of City 

Council has been post-
poned to Monday, July 20, 
as well as a public hear-
ing that was originally 
scheduled for this week. 
The meeting and public 
hearing will be held at 
Metter Police Depart-
ment on East Lillian St.
 The Public Hearing 
will be held at 5:15 p.m. 
on Monday, July 20, to 
consider an application 
request by Jincy Ford-
ham for a conditional use 
request for the property 
located at 15 N. Kennedy 
Street as a small business 
for a dog kennel. 
 The purpose of this 
meeting is to hear pub-
lic comments for and/
or against Fordham’s 
request. Ample opportu-

City Hall reopens with
social distancing in place

your child to practice so-
cial distancing when pos-
sible, washing hands fre-
quently, eating healthy, 
hydrating, staying active 
and getting plenty of rest.”

 As of 3 p.m. on Monday, 
the Georgia Department 
of Public Health reported 
that Candler County has 
had 93 confi rmed cases 
of COVID-19. That is an 
increase of 27 cases since 
July 6, when 66 cases 
were reported.
 Five cases have re-
quired hospitalization, 
according to the Geor-
gia Department of Pub-
lic Health website. DPH 
does not disclose where 

patients are hospitalized. 
That number has not 
changed in the past week.
 Candler County Hos-
pital Public Relations 
Director Marty Ray says 
the increased cases have 
not created an undue 
challenge for the hospi-
tal.
 “While we have seen 
a signifi cant increase in 
testing, hospitalizations 
related to COVID-19 are 
manageable,” Ray said. 

“When appropriate, pa-
tients are being trans-
ferred to larger hospital 
facilities. Every patient is 
handled on an individual 
basis based upon their 
specifi c medical needs.
 “Candler County Hos-
pital strongly encour-
ages everyone to follow 
CDC Guidelines for hand 
washing, wearing masks 
when appropriate and 
maintaining social dis-
tancing procedures.”

COVID-19 cases up to 93

nity to be heard will be 
given to any citizen and 
all parties who are in-
terested in attending the 
hearing.
 The regular City Coun-
cil meeting will follow at 
5:30 p.m. 
 Due to anticipated con-
tinuation of guidance 
from CDC, Department 
of Health and the Gover-
nor’s O�  ce, the city will 
broadcast this hearing 
and meeting via telecon-
ference. Anyone having 
any questions for City 
Council or wishing to 
participate in the pub-
lic hearing can do so by 
calling 978-990-5222 (Ac-
cess Code: 5104514). Long 
distance charges may 
apply. 

still under investigation. If 
you have any information, 
please call my Fire Inves-
tigations Unit at 1-800-282-
5804.”
 Investigators with the 
Insurance and Safety Fire 
Commissioner’s O�  ce as-
sisted the Candler County 
Sheri� ’s O�  ce with this 
investigation

 Despite the challenges, some traditions stay the 
same. Pictured are members of  the Metter High March-

ing Tiger Pride taking part in band camp this week in 
preparation for the upcoming marching season.


