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SATURDAY, OCT. 31 • 6-8 P.M.
(Please follow CDC Guidelines)

 Although he was unable to play on 
Friday, Eagle Brayden Smith proudly 
waved the team fl ag alongside team-
mate Banks Booth as DEA took the fi eld 

against Vidalia Heritage Academy on 
Friday night. Their win against Vidalia 
secured the GAPPS Region 1 Champion-
ship! See complete story on page 8.

 In less than a week, the 
political campaigns will 
come to a sudden stop and 
the nation will wait to 
hear the announcement 
of the winner of one of the 
most unusual Presiden-
tial races of all time as 
well as the 
winners of 
state and 
local rac-
es.
 Candler 
C o u n t y 
v o t e r s 
have been 
a c t i v e l y 
taking part in all of the 
action. As of noon on 
Tuesday, an astounding 
2,398 Candler County 
voters have cast ballots 
through early voting, in-
cluding 162 who voted on 
Saturday. 

 This means that ap-
proximately half of the 
county’s registered vot-
ers have already cast 
their ballots, and there 
are still three more days 
of early voting along with 
election day itself.

 Early vot-
ing con-
tinues this 
week from 
8:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. each 
day.
 The polls 
will be 
open at the 

Jack Strickland Building 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
election day, Nov. 3.

CAMPAIGNING PROHIBITED

 Voters are reminded 
that campaign activities 
are prohibited within 150 

Tuesday is Election Day
feet of the polling loca-
tion at the Jack Strickland 
Community Center build-
ing at 621 W. Pine St.  
 This includes hats, but-
tons, masks, t-shirts or 
other campaign parapher-
nalia bearing the name or 
slogan of a candidate on 
this year’s ballot. 
 “We’ve had to remind a 
couple of voters to leave 
those items in their cars 
or turn them inside out,” 
said Thompson. 
 “Overall, the lines have 
moved swiftly and most 
voters have not experi-
enced much of a wait. We 
did have a couple of times 
when our printers went 
down or our check-in soft-
ware wouldn’t work for a 
few minutes, but for the 

See ELECTION p. 13

Dr. Cowart receives humanitarian award

Dr. Loy ‘Chip’ Cowart

 Loy “Chip” Cowart, 
M.D., a family physician 
who is the medical direc-
tor of the Candler Medi-
cal Group in Metter and 
the chief medical offi  cer 
at the Candler County 
Hospital, is the recipient 
of the Medical Associa-
tion of Georgia’s Jack A. 
Raines Humanitarian 
Award  for 2020. 
 The award honors a 
physician for their out-
standing humanitarian 
contributions beyond the 
normal practice of medi-
cine. 
 In nominating him for 
the award, Georgia Acad-

emy of Family Physicians 
President Jeff  Stone, 
M.D., emphasized that, 
“Dr. Cowart has been in-
strumental in the success 
of the Hearts and Hands 
Clinic, which provides 
free care for patients in 
Statesboro. 
 “At Hearts and Hands, 
he has been a volunteer 
physician for eight years 
and the medical director 
for fi ve years. He has also 
mentored college students 
who are pursuing careers 
in the medical fi eld.”
 Dr. Stone also stressed 
that, “Dr. Cowart has 
proven himself a true 

leader in the medical com-
munity and a humanitar-
ian who strives to bridge 

See COWART p. 13

Tim Redding is nominee
for TIME ‘Dealer of Year’
 Tim Redding Sr., dealer 
principal and president of 
Metter Ford in Metter has 
been nominated for the 
2021 TIME Dealer of the 
Year award.  
 Redding is one of a se-
lect group of 40 dealer 
nominees from across 
the country who will be 
honored at the 104th an-
nual National Automo-
bile Dealers Association 
(NADA) Show being held 
virtually February 9-11, 
2021. 
 The announcement of 
this year’s annual award 
was made by Viktoria 
Degtar, Global Chief Rev-
enue Offi  cer, TIME, and 
Doug Timmerman, presi-
dent of Auto Finance for 
Ally Financial.
 The TIME Dealer of 
the Year award is one of 
the automobile indus-
try’s most prestigious 
and highly coveted hon-
ors. Recipients are among 
the nation’s most suc-
cessful auto dealers who 
also demonstrate a long-

standing commitment to 
community service. 
 Redding, 62, was chosen 
to represent the Georgia 
Automobile Dealers As-
sociation in the national 
competition – one of only 
41 auto dealers nominat-
ed for the 52nd annual 
award from more than 
16,000 nationwide.
 “The automotive busi-
ness, though daunting 
at times, has enabled me 
to provide for my fam-
ily, for our community 
and for our customers,” 
nominee Redding said. 
“We are proud to deliver 
a level of service that re-
mains unmatched to this 
day in our area. And our 
customers have blessed 
us with amazing loyalty 
and friendship through 
the years.”
 Redding didn’t start out 
in the car business. He 
worked as a meat cutter 
and owned his own meat 
shop before joining Karp 
Motors in Savannah in 
1982.

 “From a very young 
age, I knew the value of 
work,” he said. “My par-
ents instilled in me not 
just a desire to work but 
pride in excelling in what-
ever job I undertook.” 
 As he grew older, how-
ever, it became apparent 
that his blessings and ac-
complishments were not 
only of his own making.  

See REDDING p. 13

Mark your calendar for a busy November
 Once Halloween passes by on Satur-
day, Metter’s business community will 
turn their attention to the 2020 Holiday 
Shopping Season, 
and Metter-Candler 
Chamber of Com-
merce has announced 
a full slate of activi-
ties for the month of 
November.
 Included in the 
Chamber’s plans are 
Pop-Up Shops at 213 
North East Broad St. 
(the old Vault 206 loca-
tion) on Nov. 5, 7 and 28. 
 “Pop-up shops are only there for a 
short period of time,” explained Victoria 
Gaitten, executive director of Metter-
Candler Chamber of Commerce. “These 
shops bring things into town that you 
cannot already buy here. They are de-
signed to bring more shoppers into the 
downtown area.”

 At each of these pop-up shops, a food 
truck will also be set up, with a diff erent 
pop-up shop and a diff erent food truck 

planned for each of the 
three dates.
  Details of which pop-
up shop and which food 
truck will be announced 
closer to event dates.
  The Nov. 5 pop-up 
shop and food truck will 
coincide with Metter’s 
Homecoming Parade 
and IHS Pharmacy & 
Gifts Annual Holiday 

Open House, which are also scheduled 
for Nov. 5.
 On Nov. 7, other events will include the 
Coff ee, Country & Cars event at Burlap & 
Lace and Christmas Open House at Ca-
noochee Creek. 
 Nov. 28’s pop-up shop will be held on 

See NOVEMBER p. 13

TRICK OR TREAT in Metter will be held Sat-
urday evening from 6-8 p.m. We want 
to see your little Trick-or-Treaters 
decked out for the occasion.

Submit your Halloween pictures to 
news@metteradvertiser.com by 10 
a.m. on Monday, Nov. 2, to be included 
on our Happy Halloween photo page 
in next week’s paper!


