
Metter Advertiser
© Copyright 2019, Snell Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

 Obituaries

15 South Rountree St. • Metter GA 30439
912-685-6566 • 912-685-4901 Fax • 1-888- 685-6603

news@metteradvertiser.com • ads@metteradvertiser.com

legals@metteradvertiser.com • subscriptions@metteradvertiser.com

Award-winning Newspaper

GPA Better 
Newspaper

Contest

 Volume 108, Number 17                                              Metter, Georgia 30439                                             April 7, 2021

Blake Michael Bankey

Tony Garza Jr.

Mitchell Wright Henry

Steve Leonard Leverett

Melva ‘Jean’ Miles

Rex Albert Stanford

Andrew David VanHorn

 In a called meeting on 
March 10, Candler County 
Board of  Commission de-
cided in a 3-2 vote to end its 
contract with the City of  
Metter for fire protection 
in the unincorporated por-
tions of  Candler County. 
 Commissioners Glyn 
Thrift, Brad Jones and 
David Robinson voted to 
end the contract, while 
Commissioners Blake Hen-
drix and Gregory Thomas 
voted against the motion. 
 In the two regularly 
scheduled county meetings 
that were held since that 

called meeting (on March 
22 and on April 5), com-
missioners have moved 
forward with plans for the 
department. They have 
begun advertising for a 
fire chief/consultant and 
drafting a possible budget 
for the department. 
 One guest, Ron Jones, 
was in attendance at Mon-
day’s meeting to question 
the commissioners about 
the financing and the 
plans for the department 
and to state his opposition 
for any additional prop-
erty taxes to fund the en-

deavor. 
 On Tuesday, after Mon-
day’s meeting, County 
Administrator Bryan 
Aasheim submitted the fol-
lowing letter to the editor:

Dear Editor:
 I am writing to address 
the recent decision made 
by the Candler County 
Commissioners to with-
draw from the agreement 
that exists between Can-
dler County and the City 
of  Metter for the opera-
tion of  the Metter Fire De-
partment. 

 Many people might be 
surprised to learn that 
Candler County does 
not operate its own fire 
department. It has his-
torically provided fire 
services to the residents 
who live outside the City 
of  Metter by contracting 
with the City of  Metter, 
which operates a fire de-
partment that serves ev-
eryone in Candler County. 
 The county pays the city 
to provide this service, 
and the amount to be paid 
on an annual basis is 50% 
of  the fire department’s 

Why a county fire department?

Administrator explains commission’s decision
annual operating bud-
get. This arrangement 
w o r k e d 
for many 
years until 
three years 
ago.
 In 2018 
the Can-
dler Coun-
ty Commis-
s i o n e r s , 
the Metter 
City Council, and the Pu-
laski City Council were 
required by state law 
to memorialize several 
agreements that had ex-

 Shortly after noon on Friday, 
Candler County Sheriff’s depu-
ties responded to a domestic in-
cident on Bass Road.
 According to Sheriff’s re-
ports, “It was reported that 
a person shot a firearm dur-
ing the incident and went into 
the woods. Sheriff’s Office and 
Georgia State Patrol person-
nel began searching the area 
for a subject. A gunshot was 
heard by law enforcement in 
the woods during the search.”
 Sheriff John Miles called for 
air support from Georgia State 
Patrol and a tactical team from 
the Bulloch County Sheriff’s 
Office. During an extensive 
ground search, the subject was 
found deceased.
 The case is under investiga-
tion by the Sheriff’s Office and 
Candler County Coroner’s Of-
fice.
 Assisting with the investiga-

Law officers conduct a search following Friday’s domestic call.

Domestic case leads to death
tion were Georgia State Patrol; 
Emanuel County Sheriff’s Of-
fice; the Bulloch County Sher-
iff’s Office Emergency Response 
Team and K9; Georgia Depart-
ment of  Natural Resources; 
Candler County Emergency 
Management Agency and Can-
dler County Coroner’s Office.  
 Coroner Joe Carter’s office 
reported that the individual 
was transported to the Georgia 
Bureau of  Investigation  Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office, Coastal 
Region, for an autopsy. “The 
official manner of  death is 
pending a report of  the medi-
cal examiner’s office,” Carter 
reported.
 Editor’s note: We have with-
held the individual’s name in 
the event that the death was 
from a self-inflicted wound. It is 
not our policy to name possible 
victims of  suicide except in ex-
tenuating circumstances.

by Asha Wise,
district program assistant,
Ogeechee River 
Conservation District
 The Ogeechee River Conser-
vation District presented the 
2020 Conservationist of  the 
Year award for Candler County 
on March 26, 2021, to Jay Mc-
Cranie.  
 The Conservationist of  the 
Year awards are presented to in-
dividuals or businesses in each 
of  the District’s six counties 
(Bulloch, Candler, Effingham, 
Evans, Screven, and Tattnall) 
who demonstrate exceptional 
stewardship of  the natural re-
sources of  their land and sup-
port their community.  This is 
the 70th year that the district 
has presented this award.  
 During the presentation, held 

on the McCranie Farm, Jay and 
his wife Traci were presented 
the award by the Ogeechee 
River District supervisors from 
Candler County, David Spaid 
and Morgan Trapnell.  
 Spaid told those present a 
little about the district and why 
they, the Candler County super-
visors, had selected Jay McCra-
nie as the recipient of  the 2020 
award.  
 While Jay and Traci’s chil-
dren were unable to attend, Jay 
wanted to acknowledge them 
-- Cody (Fallon) McCranie, Jacy 
McCranie, Lexi Hadden, Liz 
Ann Hadden and Lucas Hadden 
-- and thank them for the sup-
port they have been to him and 
Traci.
 Both of  Jay’s grandfathers 
(who, unfortunately, passed 

away before he was born) farmed 
in Tattnall County, and his dad 
purchased a farm here in Cand-

 Jay and Traci McCranie (c) receive the Con-
servationist of  the Year Award on March 26 at 

McCranie Family Farm from David Spaid (l) and 
Morgan Trapnell (r).

McCranie is Conservationist of  Year

isted between these gov-
ernmental units for many 

y e a r s . 
This pro-
cess be-
came con-
troversial 
and ex-
pensive. 
 Both the 
City of  
M e t t e r 
and Can-

dler County hired attor-
neys from out of  town to 
represent them for the 

Bloomin’ fun for everyone!
 Another Bloomin’ Festival 2021 was Metter’s first 
major social gathering in the downtown park since 
the outbreak of  COVID-19 a year ago, and the crowds 
were ready to get out and enjoy the day. Many came 
at the beginning of  the festival and stayed until it was 

shut down for the day, enjoying the cruise-in, egg 
hunt, arts & crafts vendors and, of  course, the food 
-- every kind of  food you can imagine! 
 “The weather was absolutely perfect,” reported Fes-
tival Committee Chair Victoria Gaitten. “Thank you 

to everyone who played a part in making this event 
so successful for our community. We will see you next 
year on April 16!”
 See more Festival pictures on page 19. Winners of  the 
Bloomin’ Glow Run are featured on page 11.

Metter Fire-Rescue’s Engine 3.

See FIRE p. ?

See CONSERVATION p. 3

 Jay and Traci McCranie with 
the framed clipping of  Jay’s fa-
ther as “Man of  the Year.”


