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 Coach Eric Verbel clears the ground 
as he cheers on his Lady Tigers as they 
score against Screven County. 
 In this Senior Night region match-up, 
Metter was trailing 3-1 going into the 
bottom of  the 7th when Millie Fordham 
hit a base hit to drive in the winning run 

en route to a 4-3 victory! 
 Players celebrating the win are Senior 
Lady Tigers Sarissa Ferrell, #4; Railyn 
Porter, #24 and Alissa Smith, #11.
 See Sports for complete game cover-
age.
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And Metter wins!

 Hemp plants that were 
planted the last week of  
June are now being har-
vested south of  Metter in 
the Evergreen Commu-
nity. 
 H&H Farms of  
Cobbtown and Second 
Century Ag of  Ocilla part-
nered to plant 50,000 hemp 
plants on 28 acres locally. 

 Brothers Tommie and 
George Holland of  H&H 
Farms traditionally grow 
tobacco, but with all the 
hype about CBG oil and 
after much research, they 
decided to include the 
hemp crop this year along 
with their tobacco acreage.
 “We think we’re going 
to be okay,” commented 
George. “We’re fighting 
worms and two diseases 
plus the extreme heat this 
year. They (Second Cen-
tury) told us we have a 
good crop, but it’s all new 
to us.”

A crew at H&H Farms harvests the first crop of  hemp by hand with loopers. 

 The plants are tested to 
determine when to har-
vest. The Hollands have 
three varieties, and har-
vesting has a narrow win-
dow of  15 days. 
 “We haven’t finished 
cooking our tobacco, so 
we’re having to dry both 
at the same time,” said 
George.
 One of  the reasons the 
Hollands decided to ex-
periment with hemp was 
that much of  the same 
equipment used for grow-

Hemp harvest
in progress
Local farmers
experiment
with new crop

 Two individuals were injured 
after crashing the ATVs they 
were driving on Friday shortly 
before noon.
 According to Sheriff’s reports, 
Danielle Lynn Padgett, 35, was 
driving a 2018 Polaris RZR, while 
Jeremy Wayne Padgett, 38, was op-
erating a 2001 Yamaha 660 near the 
Hwy. 46E/Rivenbark Road inter-
section at the time of the collision.
 The two were traveling east 
bound from Lake View Cemetery 
Drive when Jeremy Padgett at-
tempted to turn onto Rivenbark 
Road and was struck from behind 
by Danielle Padgett. 
 Danielle Padgett was trans-
ported to East Georgia Regional 
Medical Center by Candler Coun-
ty EMS, while Jeremy Padgett re-
ported minor injuries. 

Two injured in ATV crash

 Monday, Oct. 5, is the 
last day to register and 
be eligible to vote in the 
November General Elec-
tion and Special Election 
Runoff for local and state 
offices.
 In order to prepare for 
early voting, which be-
gins Oct. 12, Election Su-
perintendent Judge Tony 
Thompson urges voters to 

Monday is last day to register to vote
Election Superintendent urges
voters to prepare now for Election

be informed and ready to 
vote. 
 “As we get ready for 
the upcoming election 
there are some things to 
be aware of,” he stated. 
“You can see the candi-
dates who have qualified 
for each office online at 
https://www.mvp.sos.
ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do. 
 “In person voting or ab-

sentee voting will be avail-
able. Absentee ballots can 
be requested by sending 
in an absentee applica-
tion. You can request an 
application by calling 685-
6687 or from the ‘my Geor-
gia voter’ website listed 
above. 
 “Many third-party in-
terest groups and parties 
have already mailed ap-
plications to prospective 
voters to encourage them 
to request absentee bal-
lots. You may use them if  

you wish. 
 “An absentee ballot will 
be mailed to you upon 
your submission of  the 
application either by mail 
or the ‘my Georgia voter’ 
website. 
 “Absentee ballots can 
be mailed to us through 
the post office or returned 
to the voter registration 
office. Curbside service 
at our office is available 
by calling 685-6687 or 685-

See VOTE Page 2A
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Educational
Fund Drive
begins
Thursday
SEE STORY ON PAGE 3A

 The county’s COVID 
count has increased by 37 
in the past week, from 422 
cases on Monday, Sept. 14, 
to 459 cases on Monday, 
Sept. 28, with 31 hospital-
izations, according to the 
GA Department of Public 
Health.
 The county has reported 
two additional deaths dur-
ing this time, bringing the 
total victim count to 19. 
According to Grice Con-
nect, one victim was a 90+ 
year-old white male with 
co-morbidity. The 19th vic-
tim’s information was not 

available at press time.

 School update
 In their regular weekly 
report for Friday, Sept. 
25, Candler County Board 
of Education posted four 
new positive cases and 
five individuals placed 
in precautionary quar-
antine as a result of new 
cases.
 These numbers reflect 
0.16% of positive cases 
among the system’s 2500 
student and staff popula-
tion and 0.20% placed in 
quarantine.

Candler hits 459
COVID-19 cases
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