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by Jerri 
Goodman
 C i t y 
M a n a g e r 
M a n d i 
Cody has 
resigned her 
position. Her 
resignation, 
which was 
a c c e p t e d 
on Monday evening by 
City Council during 
their regular July 
meeting, was effective 
immediately upon the 
vote by Council.
 In her letter of 
resignation, dated July 
3, Cody said, “During 
the three years that I 
have served in this role, 
we have accomplished 
much. First among these 
accomplishments are a 
resolution to the Service 
Delivery Strategy that 
brings tax equity to 
the citizens of Metter 
and a model economic 
development strategy 
that includes strong 
partnerships with the 
Georgia Department of 
Agriculture and Georgia 
Southern University.
 “We have successfully 
converted the financial 
and utility billing 
software, enhanced 
the safety and services 
of the fire department 
and have better served 
our customers through 
route systems and other 
improved efficiencies. 
And I look forward to 
next month, when I 
expect the Metter Police 
Department will receive 
State Certification.
 “As I move forward 
into new professional 
endeavors, I wish the 
citizens and employees 
of the City of Metter 
continued success.”
 Attempts to reach Cody 
for additional comments 
on Tuesday morning 
were unsuccessful as of 
press time.
 Cody’s resignation on 
Monday came one week 
after employees arrived 
at work on July 1 to 
find that her office had 
been cleared out of all 
personal effects. 
 The week before, 
tensions were high 
between Cody and 
council during a called 
budget workshop on 
June 26 when Cody 
opted to sit in the 
audience instead of at 
her designated seat at 
the Council table. 
 Cody has been 
employed with the City 
of Metter for three 
years, since May 2, 
2016. She was originally 
contracted for two years 
at an annual salary 
of $78,000. However, 
in October of 2016, 
five months after her 
employment, Council 
extended her contract to 
five years at an annual 
salary of $100,000.
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 Afternoon thunderstorms are 
not uncommon this summer. But 
on Wednesday, July 3, just as folks 
were preparing for their long holiday 
weekend, a thunderstorm popped 
up that created a little havoc near 
the interstate. Witnesses reported a 

trampoline blown from a residence into 
a nearby field and a sign blown down at 
a local business as more than 1/2 inch of 
rain fell. 
 Anne Williams of Pulaski captured 
this shot at Metter Municipal Airport  
of Carl Cone’s  overturned airplane.

High winds at interstate

by Suzanne J. Tyson
 Many years ago, two 
budding songwriters 
crossed paths in 
the office of a music 
publisher in Nashville, 
Tennessee. They struck 
up a conversation. In 
the course of their 
conversation, one asked 
the other, “Where are you 
from?” Not an unusual 
question as writers and 
musicians from all across 
the country would find 
their way to Music City, 
USA, hoping for their big 
break.
 The musician replied, 
“Aw, you probably 
wouldn’t know this little 
town in south Georgia, 
but one time I almost got 
beat out in a talent show 
there by a kid who played 
the accordion!”
 “That was me!” 
exclaimed Archie Jordan. 
The other musician, 
going by the stage name 
Eddy Raven, was Eddie 
Futch. His younger 
brother Gilbert was 
Archie Jordan’s friend 
and classmate at Metter 
Elementary School while 
Eddie was attending 
Metter High School back 
in the early 1960s.
 Ironically, nearly 60 
years after that talent 
show, the winner 
(Eddy Raven) and 
the first runner up 
(Archie Jordan) are 
both nominated for the 
Nashville Songwriters 
Hall of Fame. The Hall 

of Fame, which began 
in 1970, honors Music 
City’s top writers. With 
Nashville being the 
hub of country music 
worldwide, the nominees 
each year are some of 
the greatest songwriters 
who have ever picked up 
a guitar, played a piano, 
or put pencil to paper to 
compose the perfect song.
  It is unusual that two 
of the 12 nominees in 2019 
not only have their roots 
in Metter, Georgia, but 
that the two performed in 
the same talent show on 
the stage of what is now 
the Wilcox Auditorium.
 Eddy Raven recalls that 
in that fated talent show 
he performed “North to 
Alaska.” The reward for 
beating out that kid with 
the accordion was three 
silver dollars. He says 
that there was a picture 
in the MHS yearbook 
showing the winners of 
the talent show. 
 Archie says that not 
too long after coming in 
second in the talent show, 
he heard Elvis. “At that 
moment,” he says, “I said 
to myself, ‘The accordion 
has got to go!’” It went, 
and he picked up the 
guitar.
 Eddy remembers 
Archie being among his 
brother Gilbert’s friends 
who spent time at the 
Futch home. “I believe 
that I showed him a few 

Songwriters once competed 
on Metter stage

 Qualfiying will begin 
on Monday, July 29, for 
District 1, Seats 1 and 3 
and District 2, Seat 5, on 
Metter City Council.
 These seats are presently 
occupied by Amy Harrelson 
(Seat 1), Brandon Sikes (Seat 
3) and Chyrileen Kilcrease 
(Seat 5).

City Council qualifying 
to begin Monday, July 29

 Qualifying will run 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. each day through 
Friday, Aug. 2, at City 
Hall. Qualifying fees 
are $90.
 The voter registration 
deadline to participate 
in the Nov. 5 General 
Election will be Oct. 7.

Hall of  Fame 
nominees
have local ties

Archie Jordan Eddy Raven

by Jerri Goodman
 Daniel Durden of Metter 
has been selected to tour 
with Clovers and Co. The 
performance team of 
Georgia 4-H, Clovers & 
Co. provides high energy 
shows for 4-H events, 
civic groups and state and 
national conventions.
 A rising sophomore 
at Metter High School, 
Daniel auditioned for 
the performing group 
at Fortson 4-H Center 
last month. His two-
minute performance was 
evaluated by a panel of 
five judges.
 During his audition, 
Daniel had an 
opportunity to hear other 
vocalists audition as well, 
several of whom had very 
strong vocals. “I was kind 
of surprised that I was 
chosen,” Daniel said. 
 As part of Clovers & Co., 
Daniel and the rest of the 
team will perform during 
the upcoming school year 
throughout the State of 
Georgia. The tentative 
schedule includes the 
Georgia National Fair 
in Perry during October 
and singing the National 
Anthem at an Atlanta 

Braves game next 
summer.
 Daniel, who plays 
guitar, said he never gave 
much thought to singing 
and certainly never 
thought he would enjoy 
singing in public. But he 
did like performing and 
has been a student of Pladd 
Dot Music School of Rock 
in Statesboro for several 
years. His parents, Dustin 
and Sherrie Durden, 
encouraged him to try 
singing publicly about 

three years ago, “and I 
ended up liking it a lot,” 
Daniel said.
 The strenuous schedule 
for Clovers & Co. will 
have to be balanced with 
Daniel’s academic work 
and the School of Rock, 
but Daniel, who is an 
honor student, feels he is 
up to the challenge.
 “I will mostly focus on 
school and then Clovers 
& Co. because there are 

Metter teen chosen

for Clovers & Co.

 Metter Advertiser 
welcomes new columnist 
Angel Jarvis with her 
“Healthier U” column, 
beginning this week.
 Angel is 16 years old 
and will be a junior at 
Metter High School this 
fall. She is very involved 
at her school, especially 
the running sports - 
cross-country and track. 
She is involved in the 4-H 

Club where 
her project 
area is 
sports and 
nutrition. 
 Angel is 
volunteer-
ing at the 
Boys & 
Girls Club 
by lead-
ing a run-
ning club for girls 2nd 

grade and up. They have 
learned about much 
more than running. 
 During this upcoming 
school year, Angel is 
working on “Leadership 
in Action” in 4-H. 
“Leadership in Action” 
is a program in which 
a 4-H’er identifies 
a community or 

Angel Jarvis
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