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by Jerri Goodman
 Candler County Indus-
trial Authority Executive 
Director Molly Olson has 
tendered her resignation, 
e� ective March 15. 
 Olson, who fi rst came to 
Candler County in Febru-
ary 2017, has accepted a 
position with the Develop-
ment Authority of Burke 
County.
 “It was an incredibly 
di�  cult decision for me to 
leave Candler County and 
all the support I have en-
joyed from our communi-

ty partners,” Olson said. 
 During her time in Can-
dler County, Olson was in-
strumental in the Author-
ity’s securing of long-term 
funding from the County 
and the City of Metter and 
establishment of an incen-
tives policy and helped de-
velop a strategic plan for 
CCIA initiatives.
 Olson has also been in-
volved in workforce de-
velopment programs with 
the local school district, 
including the Great Prom-
ise Partnership Appren-

ticeship Program, which 
provides workplace oppor-
tunities for local students. 
Additionally, she has co-
ordinated tours with local 
partners to highlight the 
community for prospective 
businesses and industries.
 “Molly has been instru-
mental in moving our city, 
county and industrial 
authority forward over 
the past few years,” said 
CCIA Chairman Brian 
Tootle. “Many key play-
ers around our state now 
know that Metter is back 

in the game of recruiting  
industrial prospects and 
that credit goes to Molly 
for her e� orts.  
 “Molly played a large 
role in obtaining per-
manent funding for the 
Industrial Authority 
through cooperation with 
our City and County Gov-
ernments. She helped re-
vamp the Industrial Au-
thority’s website and it 
now looks truly amazing. 
 “Molly is a self-motivat-
ed, driven individual and 
a true professional who 

represented Metter and 
Candler County well in 
any and all settings. She 
has an incredible knack 
for working with every-
one to achieve common 
goals and never wants 
credit for doing so.
 “We appreciate her ex-
pertise and guidance in 
her tenure with us and 
wish her nothing but the 
best in her future endeav-
ors. We know that she 
will be very successful 
in whatever direction she 
chooses going forward.” Molly Olson

Olson resigns from Candler Industrial Authority

 Metter City Council and Met-
ter Municipal Court have ap-
proved a Community Service 
Program designed to require 
o� enders to 
perform court 
ordered com-
munity service 
within the City 
of Metter.  
 Members of 
Council and 
Judge Kendall 
Gross reviewed 
the proposed 
policy and 
unanimously 
approved its implementation. 
The policy allows City sta�  to 
work with JAG Probation o�  -
cials to give o� enders with mi-
nor misdemeanors and tra�  c of-

fenses an opportunity to provide 
community service in the City 
where their o� ense occurred.  
 The program also allows of-

fenders who 
can’t pay court 
ordered fi nes 
to convert their 
fi ne to com-
munity service 
hours.  
  The program 
will be jointly 
coordinated by 
Captain Kevin 
Wadley of Met-
ter Police De-

partment and Assistant Public 
Works Director Billy Sandifer, 
with City sta�  organizing proj-
ects.  
 Public Service workers are 

City, Municipal Court 
adopt Community Service
program for offenders

assisting with maintaining city 
property, mowing and land-
scaping city grounds and public 
spaces, and helping in any area 
where they may have experience 
or a special skill set that can ben-
efi t the City of Metter.
 “We think this program is a 
win-win” said Mayor Ed Boyd. 
“It allows those with minor of-
fenses to make amends to the 
people of Metter without suf-
fering sometimes devastating 
fi nancial consequences. It also 
allows the City to benefi t from 
services rendered in cases 
where the o� ender can’t pay 
fi nes. 
 “Every participant in the 
program to date has been a 
real benefi t and provided a 
great service.”

    “It allows those 
with minor o� enses 
to make amends 
to the people of 
Metter . . .”

 Emily Purcell was indicted 
last week by a Candler County 
Grand Jury for racketeering 
and computer theft.
 According to the indictment, 
Purcell worked for the Georgia 
Department of Public Health’s 
Babies Can’t Wait program, an 
early intervention program 
that provides support and re-
sources for families and chil-
dren from birth to 3 years of 
age with special needs. From 
June 2013 to Nov. 2016, Purcell 
was the BCW service provider 
working in the Candler Coun-
ty area.
 During this time, the indict-
ment states, she submitted 125 
overstated claims for travel 
reimbursement to the tune of 
over $11,000. Also, according 
to the indictment, during her 
employment she used a DPH 
computer network to submit 
the overstated claims, leading 
to charges of computer theft.

 In addition to the indictment 
against Purcell, the Grand 
Jury was presented with 14 
bills of indictment, returning 
14 true bills. 
 Also indicted were the fol-
lowing:

Jesus Esteban, aggravated 
sexual battery, child molesta-
tion.

Atmath Bell Wright, fl ee-
ing/attempting to elude police 
o�  cer.

Travis Sentell Mincey, 
aggravated assault, three 
counts.

Bobby Eugene Hall, pos-
session of hydrocodone.

James Nicholas Waugh 
and Sue Edra Perez-Lopez, 
neglect of elderly person.

Demetrious Dean, bur-
glary in the second degree.

Gary Wesley Cobb Jr. and 
Dakota Allen Wilkes, bur-
glary in the second degree.
 Jason Paul Raulerson, 

burglary in the second degree.
Emily Frances Rushing, 

a/k/a Emily Frances Hin-
ton, interference with govern-
ment property.

Antoine Marquis Wright, 
obstruction of a law enforce-
ment o�  cer.

Jesse James Gann, theft 
by receiving stolen property; 
possession of a fi rearm by 
a fi rst o� ender probationer; 
possession of oxycodone.

John Michael Gilpatrick, 
aggravated assault (family 
violence); false imprisonment; 
battery (family violence); cru-
elty to children in the third 
degree (four counts).

Tonya Lynell Fondren, se-
rious injury by vehicle (two 
counts); DUI-drugs; endanger-
ing a child while DUI.

Shamarcus Latonio Smi-
ley, theft by receiving stolen 
property; possession of a fi re-
arm by a convicted felon. 

Woman indicted for racketeering
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 A “Party on Wheels” bus caught fi re on the I-16 overpass (the 
Michael Guido Bridge) on Thursday evening after the bus lost 
power. 
 According to reports, driver Gene Hurt of Milledgeville was 
traveling east on I-16 when the bus lost power. Hurt, the lone oc-
cupant on the bus, exited the interstate and was heading north 
on the overpass when a motorist alerted him that his bus was on 
fi re. Flames were coming from the back of the bus, and o�  cers 
arrived to fi nd the rear of the bus engulfed in fl ames. 
 Metter Fire-Rescue was called to the scene and Randy’s Wreck-
er Service towed the bus. The driver reported no injuries.   

photo by mandi carter

 Candler County Sheri� ’s Of-
fi ce served a warrant on behalf 
of Bulloch County SO on Jim 
Craig Wilkerson Jr., 23, of Por-
tal at a Tower Circle address 
in Metter on Sunday. Deputies 
reported that Wilkerson was 
‘compliant’ in the arrest.
 Previously, deputies had ar-
rested Amy Faunce at Metter 
Inn, 850 S. Lewis St., on Feb. 23 
while assisting Bulloch Co. SO 
in the investigation. During the 
arrest, she faced local charges 
of obstructing, hindering an of-
fi cer.
 The arrests followed an in-
vestigation into the killing of 
a Portal farmer’s cows that 

spanned into a lengthy inves-
tigation encompassing several 
counties. Eight of the 11 sus-
pects were jailed on a variety of 
charges, according to a report 
from Statesboro Herald, while 
three remained at large as of 
Friday. Wilkerson, one of the 
three, was arrested Sunday in 
Candler County.
 Charges ranged from aggra-
vated animal cruelty, illegal 
hunting, burglary and theft to 
drug and tra�  c charges, the 
Herald reported.
 The initial investigation 
linked Justin Lee Bunch Sr., 23, 

Two arrested locally
in regional investigation
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