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Terven Amerson

Kenneth Aaron Hall

See SPEEDERS p. 3

Award-winning Newspaper

GPA Better 
Newspaper
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 After one week 
of early voting, 
1169 local voters 
had cast their 
ballots in per-
son, according to 
Elections Super-
intendent Tony 
Thompson. Additionally, 
945 absentee ballots have 
been mailed out. 
 The second week of ear-
ly voting continues this 
week each day Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

SATURDAY VOTING

 There is also Saturday 
voting on October 24 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. This is the 
only day of Saturday vot-
ing during this election. 
Voters are encouraged to 

take advantage of the ease 
of early voting. 

HIGH TURNOUT EXPECTED

 In 2016 voter turnout in 
Candler County exceeded 
81%. With signifi cantly 
more registered voters 
this time, the turnout is 
expected to be similarly 
high. 

CAMPAIGNING PROHIBITED

 Voters are reminded 
that campaign activities 

Saturday voting
set for Oct. 24

 Candler County Hos-
pital has felt the brunt of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but has weathered the 
increase in cases while 
serving the community.
 As of Tuesday morning, 
the hospital had two inpa-
tients that were on pace to 
be discharged by Wednes-
day.

 “Our staff  has done a 
tremendous job in daily 
planning and keeping 
the hospital and clinics 
disinfected to contain 
these highly contagious 
germs,” said Michael Pur-
vis, CEO.
 Hospital personnel have 

by Selby Cody-Voss
 Watch out for those har-
vesters … it’s peanut sea-
son! The peanut crop got 
a late start this year, but 
the weather has been per-
fect for harvesting.
 Farmers with Can-
dler Peanut, a Georgia 
Grown business, are busy 
at work harvesting this 
year’s peanut crop. They 
are exceptionally busy as 
the acreage is up this year 
due to low cotton prices 
the previous years. 
 Adverse weather condi-
tions in the beginning of 
the year--cold weather in 
the spring, wet planting 
conditions and a summer 
drought--have brought on 
an unusual harvesting 
situation this year. 
 “Peanuts for customers 
across Southeast Georgia 
are reaching maturity at 
the same time, so instead 
of processing peanuts 
over a course of three 

months, they’re all com-
ing in at once,” said Ty-
ler Thompson of Candler 
Peanut. 
 Though each year 
presents its own unique 
challenges, this year’s 
harvested peanuts thus 
far have all graded very 
well, keeping the quality 
consistent. This comes 
on the heels of last year’s 
excessive rainfall during 
harvest and crop disease, 
which reduced the qual-
ity greatly.
 The harvest for this 
year isn’t over yet. There 
is a long way to go, but 
things are looking bright-
er than last year. It’s a 
little too early to tell what 
the yields will look like 
this year, but the farm-
ers at Candler Peanut are 
expecting good crops in 
most of Candler County.
 Candler Peanut was 
purchased in 2015 from 
the Warrens, changing 

Piles of peanuts
the name from Warren 
Peanut to Candler Pea-
nut. The business is now 
owned by four farmers, 
Bo Patterson of Candler 
County and Ricky Nevil, 
Will Anderson and Greg 
Sikes, all of Bulloch 
County. 
 Candler Peanut owns 
and operates three buy-
ing points, one in Can-
dler County and two in 
Bulloch County, as well 
as a seed sheller that was 
installed in 2019. They 
shelled and treated their 
own peanut seed to sell 
to customers as well as 
farmers through the state 
for the 2020 crop year. 
 Peanuts used for seeds 
are all grown in Can-
dler and Bulloch Coun-
ties, and Candler Peanut 
strives to off er a quality 
product to help farmers 
get their crop started. A 
large portion of the pea-
nuts that will be used for 

seed in 2021 have already 
been harvested. 
 Most of Candler Pea-
nut’s product is used for 
making peanut butter or 
used in the candy indus-
try domestically as well 
as exported internation-
ally, and they are also a 
chemical dealer for Tri-
angle Chemical and sell 
chemicals used in row 
crop and produce produc-
tion.
 Every part and byprod-
uct of the peanut har-
vest each year is used 
in one way or another. 
The peanut kernels are 
used for food production 
while the hulls from the 
sheller are used as shav-
ings in chicken houses or 
blended for cow feed. Split 
or damaged peanuts are 
crushed for oil, and the 
peanut vines are either 
fed to livestock or left in 
the fi eld to improve the 
soil for future crops. 

Trump Boat Parade planned in Metter Oct. 29

 A boat parade in down-
town Metter? Absolutely!
 “If it fl oats, we want it in 
our parade!” That’s what 
Charles Holland, an event 
coordinator, says about 
the upcoming Trump 
“Operation MAGA” Boat 
Parade, scheduled for 
Thursday, Oct. 29, at 5:30 
p.m. in downtown Metter.
 All entries are welcome 
to participate: trucks, 
cars, ATVs, UTVs, golf 
carts and, of course, 
“boats, boats, boats!”
 “Everyone is invited 
to join in,” Holland said. 
“Bring your Trump fl ags 
and signs to show your 
support for the re-elec-
tion of President Donald 
J. Trump.”

 Entries will begin lin-
ing up at 4:30 p.m. in 
front of Candler County 
Library on 50 S. Kennedy 
St. You do not have to call 
to enter, just show up to 
participate.
 To date, over 80 entries 
have been planned for 
what may end up being 
the largest dry-water pa-
rade around!
 During the event, CDC 
guidelines regarding 
masks and social distanc-
ing will be observed.
 David Robinson posted 
on facebook: “I’ve been 
put in charge of getting 
4-wheeler people to ride 
in the parade and I have 
22 3’x5’ fl ags (10 of one 
kind, 6 of another and 6 

Cars, trucks, ATVs, golf carts 

are all welcome to take part

of another) that I will give 
out to the fi rst 10 people 
who show up to the pa-
rade with 4-wheelers to 
ride.  
 “You’ll need to have a 
means to hold the fl ag up 
and I also have 50 mini-
fl ags ordered that I will 
be giving away too.  If you 
have your own fl ags then 
bring them!  We’ll be lin-

ing up somewhere around 
the library so come one, 
come all and let’s make 
this the biggest parade 
that Metter GA has ever 
had!”
 For more information, 
visit the “Trump ‘Opera-
tion MAGA’ Boat Parade” 
page on Facebook.

See BOAT PARADE p. 3

by Jerri Goodman
 Of  the 12 cases present-
ed before Judge Kendall 
Gross in Candler County 
State Court, six involved 
charges of  speeding in ex-
cess of  100 miles an hour. 
The majority - but not 
all - of  those were on the 
interstate, 
where the 
limit is 70 
mph.
 Each of  
these de-
f e n d a n t s 
p l e a d e d 
guilty and 
faced fi nes 
of  $1,357 
in addition to probation, 
court costs and, for some, 
requirements for commu-
nity service and driver 
courses. Each one also 
found themselves receiv-
ing one other sentence - 
time in jail!
 Sheriff  John Miles, who 
attends the majority of  
State Court sessions, said 
that time in jail for speeds 
over 100 mph is typical 
in Candler County State 
Court.
 “I have heard the Judge 
from the bench say he is 
tired of  seeing crosses be-
side the road, particularly 
on the interstate because 
of  death associated with 
crashes. Often, speed is 

a contributing factor in 
those crashes.
 “This court’s policy has 
been to impose jail time if  
a person is convicted of  
over 100 mph - at least 48 
hours and the time goes 
up as the speed increases. 
The Judge has been very 

consistent 
with his 
s e n t e n c -
ing.”
  L a s t 
w e e k , 
one de-
f e n d a n t , 
c h a r g e d 
with 113 
in a 55, 

received a sentence of  30 
days in jail.
 Following are sentences 
from Friday’s State Court 
and from last week’s Su-
perior Court session be-
fore Judge Tommy Smith.
 The following cases 
were presented in the 
Oct. 16 session of  Candler 
County State Court:
 Christopher Norris-
Thompkins, speeding 
(101/70); pleaded guilty. 
Sentence: $1,357 fi ne; 12 
months probation; $49 per 
month fees; 48 hours in 
jail; 40 hours community 
service.
 Bailey Reid Price, 

Speeders face 
jail time

State Court cracks down on super speeders

See VOTING p. 3

Hospital deals with
COVID’19 cases

See COVID p. 3
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