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Marcus ‘Cayne’ Monroe

Edwin Odom

Bobby Anthony ‘Tony’ Roberson

by Suzanne Tyson
 Monday, March 1, 2021, start-
ed like any other workday for 
Candler County Sheriff’s Dep-
uty Miguel Aviles. Working the 

night shift, he slept most of  the 
day, awakening around 3 p.m., 
getting ready and heading out 
to clock in at 5. 
 Patrolling on the night shift, 
Aviles was going through his 
usual routine of  doing house 
checks and generally keeping 
an eye on the goings-on within 
the county.
 At about 11 p.m., a 9-1-1 call 
came in that there was an ac-
cident on Highway 46 East of  
Metter near Saint Matthews 
Church Road. Aviles and the 
other deputy on duty “flip-flop” 
calls, and this was the 4-year 
veteran’s call to take. He sped 
out of  Metter heading east on 
Highway 46 with siren wailing 
and blue lights flashing. 

 Says Aviles, “My coworker 
and I back each other up, but 
I was the one to get there first 
this time.” 
 He explains that the car had 
run off the road and was a good 
distance from the highway. 
Aviles says, “I almost missed 
it.”
 Catching a glimpse of  the 
flames, he quickly pulled off the 
road and raced toward the ve-
hicle. Evidence of  his training 
kicked in, because he clicked on 
his body camera upon arriving 
at the accident scene. 
 Video of  the rescue indicates 
Aviles running through the 
brush alongside the road and 

Body cam shows heroism
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Miss MHS 2021
 Miriam Marlin (c) was crowned Miss Metter 
High School 2021 during the school’s annual 
pageant, which was held on Thursday evening. 
A junior at MHS, she is the daughter of  Pastor 
Sidney and Lawana Marlin. 
 Members of  her court include (l-r) Madi-
son Jones, sophomore, 4th runner-up; Tamira 

Walker, junior, 1st runner-up; Brianna Aldrich, 
senior, 2nd runner-up; and Kayla Cowart, fresh-
man, 3rd runner-up. 
 Tamira Walker was also voted Miss Photo-
genic, while Kylie Johnson was selected Miss 
Congeniality and Harley Oliver was the People’s 
Choice winner.

 On Thursday, March 4, at approximately 
4:45 p.m., Kadaafi Carlyle, 20, and Twaunte 
Griffin, 22, both of  Metter, were arrested by 
law enforcement officers after Carlyle fled 
in a vehicle from a Metter Police officer.  
 According to the report, a Metter Police 
officer attempted to stop a white Kia Soul 
operated by Carlyle on Lillian Street for 
various traffic violations.  
 Carlyle refused to stop the vehicle and 
traveled a short period of  time through a 
residential neighborhood until he failed 
to stop at a stop sign at the intersection of  
Dekle Street and Cedar Street.  
 The vehicle then struck another vehicle 
causing minor damage to both vehicles. 
The driver of  the second vehicle was not 
injured.  
 Carlyle’s vehicle continued through the 
intersection and crashed into the ditch in 
front of  Azalea Health & Rehabilitation.  
 Carlyle and Twaunte Griffin exited the 
vehicle and fled on foot. A short distance 
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Body cam footage from Deputy Miguel Aviles.

Deputy Miguel Aviles See HEROISM p. 2

See ARREST p. 2

City rejects

County offer
Says ‘no’ to 
ultimatum.
by Jerri Goodman
 Metter City Council voted 
unanimously on Monday to re-
ject the County’s proposed so-
lution to the ongoing fire truck 
debate.
 The new fire truck in Metter 
Fire-Rescue’s fleet has been a 
point of  contention since its 
purchase. The debate arose al-
most immediately after the City 
and County entered a new Ser-
vice Delivery Strategy agree-
ment in which both entities 
would pay 50 percent of  the fire 
department’s operational and 
capital budgets.
 The City has maintained that 
although the truck was ordered 
before the SDS agreements 
were signed, the County should 
follow the terms of  the agree-
ment and pay for half  of  the 
truck’s purchase. 
 The County contends that 
since they had no input in the 
capital expenditure and that 
the purchase occurred before 
the SDS agreement was signed, 

they should not be obligated to 
pay for the fire truck.
 The County notified the City 
in June that the fire truck ex-
pense would not be included in 
the County’s Fiscal 2021 bud-
get. The City responded four 
months later, in October, that 
the County was obligated to 
pay or could opt out of  the SDS 
agreement.
 In January, the City sent a 
letter to the County outlining 
proposed areas of  negotiation 
to resolve the fire truck issue, 
including 1) the City paying for 
the fire radios, 2) the City ac-
cepting ownership and liability 
of  the industrial park pond, 3) 
the City granting a water bill re-
duction on irrigation at the rec-
reation department and 4) the 
County paying its share of  the 
purchase cost of  the fire truck.
 In their February meeting, 
the County reviewed the City’s 
letter and drafted a response. In 
that response, the County said 
1) the City would adopt a resolu-
tion requiring County approval 
prior to capital purchases, 2) the 
City would pay for fire radios, 3) 
the County would pay a stipend 

See CITY-COUNTY p. 2

http://metteradvertiser.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5K&uuid=1b2213ee-3b5c-5bb6-9dd6-afd9d2fa160b

