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by Jerri Goodman
 “We’re Metter bound 
here shortly!” J.C. Gillen-
water replied on Friday.
 Gillenwater is the own-
er of Solid Waste Applied 
Technologies Inc., ‘SWAT’ 
for short. Already, per-
mitting and pre-construc-
tion preparation work are 
being done at the facility’s 
new location on Lytell St., 
just west of Pepsi.
 The new business in-
volves a $1.2-$1.5 million 
investment into the com-
munity through new con-
struction of an estimated 
16,000 sq. ft. building and 
related equipment on ap-
proximately 14 acres of 
land.
 SWAT was founded 
by Gillenwater in 2000 

and focuses on heavy 
specialized equipment 
such as street sweepers, 
grapple trucks and gar-
bage trucks. “That’s our 
forte,” Gillenwater said, 
adding that the company 
also works on over-road 
trucks. 
 For the first 16 years, 
Gillenwater operated the 
business as a part-time 
enterprise, but made the 
move to full-time three 
years ago. At the time of 
start-up, Gillenwater was 
the only employee, but 
now SWAT employs eight 
in Statesboro.
 “Now we’re ready to 
take it to the next level,” 
Gillenwater said. The 
next level includes a new 
location -- Metter -- and 
the addition of more ser-
vices.
 “We will add body 
mounts to our services,” 
Gillenwater said. That 
means that the customer 
will select the chassis 
and the equipment to be 

mounted “and will go out 
the door with the finished 
product,” Gillenwater 
said. 
 The plan, he added, is to 
bring the current team to 
Metter and immediately 
expand services, which 
will mean quickly add-
ing employees. “We will 
need employees in outside 
sales, inside parts sales, 
mechanics and welding,” 
he said, adding that he 
anticipates having 12-16 
employees within the first 
year of moving into the 
Metter location.
 Within a three-year 
time frame, Gillenwa-
ter expects to be in the 
20-25-employee range.
 Gillenwater said that 
once he decided to expand 
the business, he started 
looking for an ideal loca-
tion. 
 “I wanted something 
that makes the most 
sense,” he said.

New business to 
locate in Metter

 The Recreation Department 
Nature Trail off Pine Street 
has suffered quite a bit of dam-
age in recent years due to hur-
ricanes and wind storms in the 

area. The physical repairs to 
the trail were done by the Met-
ter High FFA, but the trails 
themselves are still in need of 
a major clean-up.
 Enter Metter Rotary Club, 
which has taken on this monu-
mental task as a club project 
and is now asking the com-
munity to join them in their 
efforts to restore this area to a 
beautiful getaway for walkers 
and joggers.
 “We want everyone to come 
out and help,” said Rotary 
President Bubba Longgrear. 
“Bring your dump trailer, your 
chain saws, your loppers, your 
gloves -- whatever you have to 
help us complete this job.”
 According to Longgrear, 

there is plenty of work to be 
done ranging from heavy de-
bris removal, including fallen 
trees, big and small, to pick-
ing up pine cones and bagging 
leaves.
 The clean-up will take place 
on Oct. 26 beginning at 8 a.m. 
and continuing until the proj-
ect is complete.
 The trail, particularly 
the bridge on the trail, sus-
tained extensive damage fol-
lowing  Hurricane Michael 
in October 2018, forcing the 
county to close it to public 
access.
 The trail was reopened to the 
public in the spring of this year, 
after a public-private partner-
ship for the reconstruction of 

the bridge.
 While the 
county worked 
with FEMA and 
GEMA to evalu-
ate opportuni-
ties for repair-
ing the bridge, 
Longgrear of-
fered a solution 
through the MHS 
FFA program. 
Materials were 
supplied by Ace 
Hardware at cost and paid for 
by a donation from Metter Ro-
tary Club.
 The Metter High FFA stu-
dents then took on the job of 
building a new bridge.
 Now, the Rotary Club hopes 

to complete the project start-
ed in the spring through this 
community-wide clean-up ef-
fort.
 For more information, call 
Tom Osborne, 912-685-2208, 
or Marsha Holloway, 912-685-
2141.The bridge in October 2018.

Repairing the bridge in March 2019.

Metter Rotary to spearhead community-wide Nature Trail Cleanup
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Commissioners look on as Lance Holloway points out specifics on a road design.

by Jerri Goodman
 What about economic 
development west of the 
interchange? That was 
the question developer 
Lance Holloway posed to 
commissioners during a 
called meeting Monday.
 Holloway approached 
commissioners follow-
ing last week’s newspa-
per article regarding the 
county’s submission of a 

connector road between 
Highway 121 and High-
way 129 as part of the 
second TSPLOST referen-
dum, which will go before 
voters next year.
 According to Holloway, 
prior administrations of 
the county commission 
had talked with the Hol-
loway family about devel-
oping the west side of the 
interchange in conjunc-

tion with expansion on 
the east side. 
 Referring to conversa-
tions with former County 
Administrator Milton 
Futch, Holloway said, 
“What I was told ... was 
when the (121-129 connec-
tor) project took place, 
ours would be part of it.”
 Holloway said to plan 

SWAT to bring 

up to 25 jobs, 

over $1.2M 

investment

Holloways ask consideration
in T-SPLOST referendum
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 Front row, l-r: Sgt. Ricky Lovett; Sgt. Johnny Cart-
er; Mayor Ed Boyd; Police Chief Rob Shore; GA As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police President Wesley Walker; 

Sgt. McKinley Lewis. Back row: Sgt. Ray Smith; Pa-
trolman Joshua Blake; Capt. Kevin Wadley; Lt. Tim 
Platt; Sgt. Kris Storey; Patrolman Robert English.

Metter PD receives 

state certification
by Jerri Goodman
 Metter Police Depart-
ment was officially rec-
ognized on Monday night 
for having achieved State 
Law Enforcement Certifi-
cation.
 Chief Rob Shore and 
members of the depart-
ment were formally rec-
ognized at Monday’s 
meeting of City Council. 
The meeting was moved 
to the training room of 
Metter Police Department 
to accommodate the of-

ficers, family and friends 
who were in attendance.
 Lyons Police Chief Wes-
ley Walker, who is presi-
dent of the Georgia Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police, 
presented the plaque.
 “I know exactly what 
(Metter Police Depart-
ment) has been through,” 
Chief Walker said. “I’m 
a certification manager 
myself, and the steps they 
have to take to receive 
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