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 A 26-year veteran of 
law enforcement and 
public safety, John Miles 
announced this week his 
intention to seek re-elec-
tion as sheriff of Candler 
County.
 Sheriff Miles, who was 
first elected in 2016, has 
been with the Candler 
County Sheriff’s Office 
for the past 15 years, 
serving as both a depu-
ty and investigator. He 
earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in criminal justice 
from Georgia Southern 
University and is a POST 
Certified Police Officer 
and a POST Executive, 
Instructor and Firearms 
Instructor. Altogether, 
he has over 1,650 hours of 
POST training.
 “It is both an honor and 
privilege to serve the peo-
ple of Candler County,” 
commented Sheriff Miles. 
“We have made some sig-
nificant improvements in 
the Sheriff’s Office dur-
ing the past four years 
but my job is not finished. 
We still have important 
work to do.
 “Thanks to an out-
standing staff and depu-
ties who are committed 
to ensuring the safety of 
our citizens, we are work-
ing hard every single day 
to make sure our county 
continues to be a safe and 
wonderful place to live, 
work and raise a family,” 
Sheriff Miles continued.
 This past year, deputies 
performed over 10,000 
house safety checks and 
responded to 8,138 calls. 
Sheriff Miles added that 
the average response 
time, according to re-
ports, was less than five 
minutes, and 613 inmates 
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 TJ Davis, who chose Florida 
State University, and his family, 
pictured at signing, include (l-r): 

Talaysia Jordan, Taylor Jordan, 
TJ Davis, Veronica Jordan, Tyler 
Jordan and Tavaris Davis.

by Alicia Ferrell
 Last Wednesday afternoon, all 
eyes were on Metter High School 
as the community watched five 
senior student-athletes, TJ Davis, 
Elijah Oglesby, Elijah Dekle, Ah-
mod Collins and Kristen Crooms, 
commit to play their respective 
sport at the college legel.

TJ Davis signs wiTh FsU
 Phe most anticipated signing of 
the afternoon was that of TJ Da-
vis. Davis’ table was neatly deco-
rated with his final two choices, 
Georgia Tech and Florida State 
University, but by the end of his 
speech, he made it clear his inten-
tions were to play for FSU.
 “I love everything about Florida 
State’s campus. I was drawn to the 
environment, the traditions, the 
players and the coaches when I 
visited,” Davis said.
 Davis feels he would not be 
where he is today if it wasn’t for 
his dad (Tavaris Davis), coaches, 
teammates, family  and commu-

TJ signs with Florida State

by Jerri Goodman
 On Sunday evening, 
Metter schools was initi-
ated into a fraternity of 
sorts -- one whose mem-
bership requires schools 
to receive obscure, yet 
threatening messages 
that disrupt the school 
routine.
 Within minutes of see-
ing the screenshot Sun-
day, Candler County 
School Superintendent 
Dr. Bubba Longgrear 
said he jumped into ac-
tion, notifying law en-
forcement. While the 
message did not directly 
name the school sys-
tem, Longgrear said, 
the threat was implied: 
“Metter fools, it’s my 
time to shine. You’re go-
ing to wish you stayed 
home tomorrow.”

 And that ominous 
message carried enough 
threat to make many 
parents feel that 
it was best to 
keep their chil-
dren home on 
Monday -- so 
many that less 
than a third of 
the Metter High 
students were in 
attendance. 
 “At t end a nc e 
is significantly 
down today,” 
Longgrear re-
ported on Mon-
day. “The buses 
are thinner.”
 Some parents 
who kept their 
children home 
responded to 
the school’s so-
cial media an-

nouncement by saying, 
“Sorry, but that is not 
enough information for 

me to chance it,” “My 
son is more important 
than to chance this,” and 

“What parent is 
gonna feel safe to 
send their kids to 
school?”
 Law enforcement 
officials worked 
throughout the 
night on Sun-
day and again on 
Monday in an at-
tempt to identify 
the threat.
 There was a no-
ticeable presence 
of law enforce-
ment on Monday 
during the school 
day, but for the 
students in atten-
dance, Longgrear 
said, “We’re hav-
ing school today 
and we are being 

vigilant as always.”
 Longgrear expressed 
his appreciation to Can-
dler County Sheriff’s Of-
fice for their presence 
and prompt response to 
the threat.
 “From the time we 
learned about this social 
media post, our investi-
gators began looking into 
it,” Sheriff John Miles 
said. “They have con-
ducted interviews and 
brought in state and fed-
eral resources to assist.
 “When we find the per-
son responsible, they will 
be held accountable,” 
said Miles. The individu-
al will face felony terror-
istic threat charges, he 
added.
 Investigators were still  
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Social media threat disrupts school

 A two-car crash 
claimed the life of a Met-
ter man on Friday eve-
ning.
 According to Georgia 
State Patrol reports, Mike 
Mosley of Metter, 70, was 
traveling north on Hwy. 
121 North in a 2017 Nissan 
Rogue when he attempted 
a left turn onto Turner 
Street at the Summer 
Trace apartment com-
plex. Mosley turned into 
the path of a 2002 Chev-
rolet Silverado driven by 
Jimmy Brown, 66, also of 
Metter.
 Mosley was pronounced 
dead at the scene. Brown 
was transported to Can-
dler County Hospital by 
EMS.

Metter man
dies Friday
in car crash

 The $1.5 million fi-
nancial difference at 
Candler County Hospi-
tal is due in part to the 
continued growth of 
business at the hospital 
but in large part due to 
the Georgia HEART Tax 
Credit. 
 Reviewing 2019 as com-
pared to the prior year, 
Hospital CFO Will Ben-
nett told the Authority 
during their January 
meeting, “We’ve had a 
nice turnaround from 

2018,” Bennett said, no-
ting increases in reve-
nues, average patient 
census, observation pa-
tients and swing bed pa-
tients.
 “We ended the year 
with a net loss from ope-
rations of $362,000 com-
pared to $1.9 million net 
loss in 2018,” Bennett 
said. The increase in re-
venue was due primarily 
to the Georgia HEART, 
from which the local 
hospital received a lot of 

“undesignated” funds 
because of their ranking 
as the second “most nee-
diest” hospital, Bennett 
explained.
 “Georgia HEART has 
definitely been a bles-
sing, along with all the 
hard work all of our peo-
ple have put in.”
 “We want everybody 
to know that we are very 
appreciative of everyone 
in the community hel-
ping us out, and those 
outside the community 

as well,” said Hospital 
CEO Michael Purvis. 
“You don’t see this at 
every rural hospital.”
 In other business of 
the meeting, the first un-
der newly-elected Chair 
Brian Wood, recently 
appointed Authority 
members Terry Manuel 
and Pam Smith were 
sworn in. 
 The Authority also 
approved the purchase 
of eight stretchers and 
12 beds for $60,000 and 

approved the Fiscal Year 
2020 budget. 
 In looking ahead, Ben-
nett told the Authority 
that the FY2020 budget 
is “pretty aggressive.” 
The budget, which will 
also rely on HEART do-
nations, anticipates an 
increase of $2.8 million 
in net patient revenue. 
 To achieve that, Ben-
nett said, the hospital is 
budgeting an increase in 
the average daily patient 
census of the hospital.

Hospital shows improvement in 2019
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nity.
 “This opportunity puts both my-
self and my family in a better situ-

ation. I am able to get an affordable 
education and possibly play at an 
even higher level,” he said.
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