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Tigers to kick off
Friday in Sw’boro

Governor Brian Kemp (l) tours the CPE America facility.

Governor and wife visit
Metter, CPE America
by Jerri Goodman
Governor Brian Kemp’s
visit to Southeast Georgia
last Wednesday included
a stop at CPE America in
Metter.
Kemp and Georgia’s
First Lady Marty Kemp
were welcomed to the
concrete pumping facility
by CPE America owner
Sebastian Falzon, who
greeted the couple via internet conferencing while
displaying “Everything’s
Better in Metter” memorabilia.
“Marty and I are very
proud to be here,” Governor Kemp told Falzon and
local attendees. “This is
a great community and a
great part of our state.”
As a construction worker himself, Kemp said,
“This is the kind of indus-

try we like in Georgia.”
And with so many
states promoting stricter
sheltering policies during the COVID-19 crisis,
Kemp said, “We are a
state a lot of people are
looking at right now.”
Falzon pointed out that
the room in which the
group gathered to meet
has seen people from all
over the country.
“We show them Metter,
take them to Savannah,”
Falzon said, adding that
CPE America is partnering with Ogeechee Technical College to provide
a certified training program for concrete pump
operators. “That all takes
place in the room where
you are sitting right now,”
he said.
CPE Plant Manager

CLARIFICATION & AMPLIFICATION
In last week’s article regarding the purchase of a
new CT scanner and MRI
for Candler County Hospital, the vote for the equipment was inadvertently
omitted.

The article should have
read: “The purchases
were voted on separately,
and both recommendations passed, with Rocker
Hartley voting against the
purchase of the MRI.”

Candler response
to Census only 52%

been submitted, while
the State of Georgia has
a 60.2 percent submission
rate.
Candler County has a
52.8 percent participation rate. In the City of
Metter, the rate is slightly higher, 56.4 percent.
Chris Clark, Georgia
Chamber president and
CEO, explained the importance of the Census this
way: “The Census is an

Kevin Miccichi then led
the First Couple on a tour
of the facility and even
gave them each an opportunity to remotely operate the equipment.
A roundtable session
followed the tour. Kemp
said he has been focused
on finding ways to stimulate the economy during
this COVID era. He is
also pushing his “Four
for Fall” campaign.

by John Pate
After much uncertainty about whether or not
there would even be a football season, the time has
finally come.
The Metter Tigers will
kick off the 2020 football
season this Friday night
in Swainsboro. The contest will be the first game
for both squads since the
GHSA pushed the season
start date back to Sept. 4.
Metter will be looking to
break their losing streak
to the Swainsboro Tigers,
having lost the last six
meetings dating back to
2014.
Last season Swainsboro
edged past Metter in a
close defensive battle 14-7.
In fact, the last two meetings under Metter’s Head
Coach Rodney Garvin
have been very close defensive games.
Last year’s loss was Metter’s second on-field loss of
the season. However, after

a later ruling from GHSA
that forced The Islands
Sharks to forfeit, the loss
to Swainsboro became the
only regular-season loss
posted by Metter.
Friday night is sure to
be another great game between the two Tigers.
Kickoff is set for 7:30 in
Swainsboro.
The game will be broadcast on Metter’s radio station (98.5), and complete
game coverage will be
provided in next week’s issue of Metter Advertiser.

Going to
the game?
What you need to know

If you’re planning to
travel to Swainsboro to
watch the battle of the Tigers, here are a few things
you need to know.
• Tickets will be sold on
game night and the public will be admitted in a

usual manner. The only
pre-sold tickets were those
for Swainsboro’s reserved
home side seating.
• There is no capacity limitation. Spectators will assume any risks for attendance.
• Signs will be in place urging masks and social distancing.
• Additional concession
stands and sanitizer stations will be available.
Superintendent Bubba
Longgrear asked local fans
to be respectful of Swainsboro’s request for masks
and social distancing.
“We want to be good visitors,” he said, “and we want
to encourage our fans to
honor their requests. Maybe when you’re sitting with
your group, masks won’t be
as important, but if you are
moving through tight areas, such as concessions or
the restrooms, please wear
your masks and social distance whenever you can.”

COVID death total at 14
who have been placed in
precautionary quarantine
as a result of new cases.
From the school’s population of 2500 students and
employees, 0.12% tested
positive last week (Aug.
24-28) and 1.24 percent of

See GOVERNOR Page 2A

Candler County’s COVID count has moved to
353 cases as of Monday at
3 p.m. with three additional deaths reported in the
last week. That brings the
county’s total to 14 deaths
and 18 hospitalizations.
Grice Connect reports
that the three most recent
deaths are a 62-year-old
white male with no comorbidity; a 73-year-old
male (race unknown) with
comorbidity and a 77-yearold white female with comorbidity.
Grice Connect also reports that the county has a
14-day average of positive
cases per 100,000 of 655
and its percent of positive
tests is 16.4%. (Targets are
below 100 per 100,000 and
positive tests at 5% or below).
Last week, Candler
County Schools reported
three new positive cases
among the school population and 31 individuals

The City of Metter is
scheduled to begin their
new 2019 LMIG construction project on Sept. 8 with
Y-Delta as the general contractor.
The project will consist of a new 2-inch water
line on South College St.
between Neal St. and Hiawatha St., and upgrade
of the sewer line on South
College St. between Pine
St. and Hiawatha St. Resurfacing of South College
St. between Pine St. and
Hiawatha St. will follow.

Construction cost for
this project is $255,219.26.
The funding for this
project is coming from a
GDOT LMIG Grant, Water/Sewer Renewal & Replacement Program and
TIA Discretionary Fund.
“We just want to let the
public be aware of the
construction that will be
going on in that area,”
said Public Works Director Cliff Hendrix. “The
project should take an estimated three months to
complete.”

opportunity for local governments and non-profits
to ensure that our local
tax dollars are returned
via federal funding for
projects and essential infrastructure ... especially
in smaller communities
where opportunity often
lacks investment.
“Based
on
Census
counts, the federal government will distribute
more than $1.5 trillion.

Due to an undercount in
2010, Georgia lost about
$708 per citizen of our
own taxes because the
state receives funding
according to each person
counted.
“According
to
the
George Washington Institute for Public Policy, for
every citizen counted, the
state of Georgia receives
more than $2300 per citizen from the federal gov-

ernment. This amounts
to almost $24 billion in
federal funds across 55
different programs.
“These 55 programs
include funds for school
lunches for students, financial aid to low-income
students pursuing higher
education (Pell grants),
community development
block grants that support local economic development projects and

subsequent job growth,
Medicaid and Peach Care
for kids (CHIP) who need
it most and funds devoted
to rural programs that
help infuse the state’s
largest industry of agriculture. These are our
hard-earned dollars and
when we do not get counted, other states benefit
from our labor.”
Learn more at census.
gov.

Four Things
for Fall

Saying that he is watching cases drop in key
areas around the state,
Kemp continues to ask
Georgians to do four
things:
Wear
masks,
practice social distancing, wash your hands and
follow CDC guidelines.
Candler County Industrial Authority Executive
Director Hannah Mullins
spoke of how the corona
virus has impacted the
local community saying,
“We have done pretty
well. The community has

the population were in
quarantine.
In the first weeks of
school, Longgrear reported 11 positive cases among
students and personnel.
The system reports its totals each Friday.

Roadwork projects to begin
Tuesday on South College

Candler, let’s get counted!

When it comes to responding to the Census, Metter and Candler
County are lagging far
behind the state and even
further behind the nation in response rates.
Nationwide, an estimated 64.9 percent of
Census responses have

Metter Advertiser

Obituaries
M.L. Brantley
Marion Davis
Mary Waller Hendrix
Elaine S. McMillan

Ricky L. Morgan
George Peacock
Terry Ray

© Copyright 2020, Snell Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

15 South Rountree St. • Metter GA 30439
912-685-6566 • 912-685-4901 Fax • 1-888- 685-6603
news@metteradvertiser.com • ads@metteradvertiser.com
legals@metteradvertiser.com • subscriptions@metteradvertiser.com

GPA
Better
Award-winning Newspaper

