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 The newly-renovated 
Metter-Candler Chamber 
of Commerce opened its 
doors for a first look from 
the community during 
Business After Hours and 
reopening celebration of 
Metter Welcome Center 
on Thursday. 
 The Welcome Center, 
located on I-16, has been 
a gateway facility for the 
community since 1978.  
Originally the 1928 Trap-
nell Commissary located 
in downtown Metter, the 
building now hosts over 
14,000 visitors a year.  
 On a busy Friday in the 
spring the Welcome Cen-
ter and Chamber staff 
will greet over 130 guests 
and many motor coach 
travelers.
 “We are the face, the 
voice, the first impression 
of Metter for thousands of 
people a year!” said Jaime 
Riggs, chamber executive 
director.
 “We are so apprecia-
tive for the outpouring of 
support we have received 
from the community, our 
members, and our local 
leadership!” Riggs con-
tinued. “Without them 
this building, would be 
just that.  Because of the 
recent renovations, our 

Community tours refurbished Welcome Center during BAH

Chamber Ambassador Nancy Norton speaks with attendee Elon Flack.

 Qualifying for local of-
fices will be from 9 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday, May 23-24, 
and 9 a.m. to noon on Fri-
day, May 25.
 Democratic Party can-
didates should qualify 
at the Election and Reg-
istration Office, 432 N. 
Rountree St., 912-685-
6887, while Republican 
candidates should con-
tact Ann Craig, Repub-
lican Party Chair for 
Candler County, 912-
685-4817.
 Offices up for election 
are county commission-

ers, commission chair, 
clerk of court, county sur-
veyor, coroner, probate 
judge, sheriff, state court 
judge, state court solicitor 
and tax commissioner.
 Fees are $300, board 
of commission chair; 
$144, county commission 
members; $1,229, clerk 
of court; $25, county 
surveyor; $450, county 
coroner; $1,229, probate 
judge; $1,408, sheriff; 
$1,099, state court judge; 
$989, state court solici-
tor; $1,229, tax commis-
sioner; and $72, school 
board members.

Qualifying to begin

Wednesday, 9 a.m.

The final touches ...

 Keagan Jarrell (r) helps classmate Rhett Lanier (l) 
adjust his tassel as Rico Kelly looks on. 
 The three will graduate from Metter High School 
with honors during commencement exercises on Sat-

urday at 10 a.m. at Tiger Field. 
 See our special 2012 End of School Year publica-
tion for complete graduation and year-end informa-
tion.

photo by carvy snell

restrooms and grounds 
can handle the influx of 
visitors it sees daily.  It is 
our vision that every visi-
tor that passes through, 
stops and actually gets 
the sense of place that 
makes Everything Better 
in Metter.”
 The Welcome Center 
now features a Shop Lo-
cal wall which showcases 
over 10 downtown mer-
chants and their wares.  
 “Our goal is to drive 
traffic to our restaurants 
and merchants and keep 
our visitors here a while 
longer,” Riggs said.
 “The renovations are 
a work in progress,” she 
continued. “We still are 
in need of major repairs. 
If anyone is interested in 
supporting this beautiful 
gem, we are asking for 
cash and service dona-
tions.” 
 Any person who do-
nates at least $100 will 
be listed as an honorary 
associate member for one 
calendar year. For more 
information, call (912) 
685-2159 or stop by dur-
ing the week at 1210 
South Lewis Street.
 As she summarized the 
work that had been done, 
chamber President Jaime 

Riggs acknowledged the 
individuals and busi-
nesses that helped with 
the restoration project, 
including Bird Snell; 
Carvy Snell; Bob Priest: 
the Brannen Family es-
tate: City of Metter; Cliff 

Hendrix and public works 
employees, Nell Eason, 
David Baird and Carl 
Kennedy; Dwayne Tucker; 
Eddy Jones; Elon Flack; 
Irvin Brannen; Brush & 
Bramble (Jamey Kemp); 
Maxwell Reddick & As-

sociates (Joey Maxwell); 
Linda Jordan; Lynda Wil-
liamson; Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul MacGregor; Patsy 
Bowen; Pineland Technol-
ogies; Pineland Telephone; 
Statesboro Coca Cola Bot-
tling Company; Candler 

County Hospital (Stephen 
Shepherd, Nancy Pence); 
Tad Wiggins, Judy Win-
kler and Jean Melton; 
Ace Hardware (Trent 
Franklin); Tyler Riggs & 
Crooked Pine Design; and 
Wallace Wright.

 The City of Metter will  
roll out the red carpet for 
visiting dignitaries from 
throughout the state this 
week when the Georgia Mu-
nicipal Association Board of 
Directors come to town.

GMA Board to visit Metter May 16-18
 Welcoming the visitors 
will be Metter Mayor Bil-
ly Trapnell, who is cur-
rently serving as presi-
dent of GMA.
 A Legislative Policy 
Council meeting will be 

held on Wednesday af-
ternoon and Thursday 
morning.
 On Thursday afternoon, 
May 17, attendees will be of-
fered the option of golf at Wil-
low Lake Golf Club or a tour 

of various sites in Metter.
 A board reception and 
dinner will be held Thurs-
day at Bevricks.
 The board of directors 
will meet on Friday at the 
Strickland Building. 

METTER HIGH SCHOOL and  DAVID EMANUEL ACADEMY

 Metter Police Depart-
ment Officers were dis-
patched to the Clyde’s 
Convenience Store on 
East Broad St. around 
4:50 a.m. on Friday where 
the front glass door to the 
store had been broken out. 
 Upon their arrival, of-
ficers searched the build-
ing and found no one in-
side. Clyde’s management 
showed up and stated that 
there were no items miss-
ing from inside of Clyde’s. 
 Later that morning, 
Jarriel’s Tire Company on 
East Broad St. and Metter 
Antiques on North Lewis 
St. were both found to 
have damaged front doors, 
but no entry or theft oc-
curred at that those loca-
tions either. 
 Around this same time 
officers responded to Za-
xby’s on an alarm call. The 
building was checked by 

the officers and found se-
cure but officers were in-
formed that the key holder 
would not be responding.  
 Later that morning at 
approximately 8 a.m. of-
ficers were dispatched 
again to Zaxby’s in refer-
ence to a burglary that oc-
curred in the early morn-
ing hours where cash was 
taken. 
 “At this point we are not 
certain if the other two lo-
cations were a diversion 
attempt or related to the 
Zaxby’s incident,” said 
Chief Dennis Nelson.  
 The Metter Police De-
partment is investigating 
several leads in these in-
cidents and anyone with 
any information regard-
ing these incidents should 
call Investigator Tim 
Platt at the Metter Police 
Department at 912-685-
5437.

MPD investigates
weekend thefts


