
Metter Advertiser
© Copyright 2019, Snell Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

 Obituaries

15 South Rountree St. • Metter GA 30439
912-685-6566 • 912-685-4901 Fax • 1-888- 685-6603

news@metteradvertiser.com • ads@metteradvertiser.com
legals@metteradvertiser.com • subscriptions@metteradvertiser.com

Daniel S. Cline
Noel Donaldson Jr.

Myra Williams Holloway
George Matty

See HEARINGS p. 2

Award-winning Newspaper

GPA Better 
Newspaper

Contest
Award-winning Newspaper

Angel Jarvis

See MILESTONE p. 2

Volume 106, Number 39                                             Metter, Georgia 30439                                                    August 14, 2019

by Alicia Ferrell
 The Metter Tigers will start 
their 2019 season this Friday 
night in the Jungle when they 
face the Tattnall County War-
riors in a simple scrimmage. 
Metter last played the Warriors 
in a regular-season game in 
2007 where they fell 0-40 under 
the direction of Head Coach 
Clay Hill. Tattnall went 2-9 last 
season in the 2-AAA region and 
the Tigers look to gain valuable 
insights this upcoming Friday.
 During the scrimmage, spe-
cial teams will participate but 
there will be no contact for spe-

cial teams. Varsity will play the 
1st, 2nd and 4th quarters and 
junior varsity will enter during 
the 3rd quarter.
 “We are just ready to evaluate 
our kids against a di� erent team. 
Many question marks still exist 
and we will use this time to gain 
some clarity. We need a strong 
community turn out to support 
these kids who have worked 
very hard all summer for Met-
ter Football. As we always say, 
TEAM>me," commented Head 
Coach Rodney Garvin.
 Kick-o�  for the scrimmage 
will be at 7:30 in the Jungle.

Tigers to scrimmage
Tattnall Co. Friday

by Alicia Ferrell
 Anyone who knows of Met-
ter knows the town’s infamous 
saying -- “Everything’s Better 
In Metter” and at Metter High 
School Zach Rackett and Scott 
Waters are making sure Metter 
really is better than the rest. 
 The Metter High School So-
cial Studies department now 
boasts the highest scores on 
the Georgia Milestone Assess-
ment in Economics.
 The Georgia Milestones As-
sessment System (Georgia 
Milestones) is a comprehen-
sive summative assessment 
program spanning grades 3 
through high school and mea-
sures how well students have 
learned the knowledge and 
skills outlined in the state-
adopted content standards in 
English/ language arts, mathe-
matics, science and social stud-
ies.
 High school students take 
a Georgia Milestone in ten 

courses designated by the State 
Board of Education. One of 
these courses is Economics.
 The data from the Georgia 
Milestones provides students 
with important information 
about their own achievement 
and readiness for their next 
level of learning. Parents, the 
public and policymakers, in-
cluding local school districts 
and boards of education, can 
use the results as a barometer 
of the quality of educational op-
portunity provided throughout 
the state of Georgia. 
 Also, Georgia Milestones 
serves as a key component of 

the state’s accountability sys-
tem -- the College and Career 
Ready Performance Index 
(CCRPI).
 Social Studies Department 
Chair Vic Fordham comment-
ed, “Each of these men come in 
every day and ‘keep the main 
thing the main thing.’ They 
have great relationships with 
the kids and it shows. In short, 
they do what they are supposed 
to do every day. They stay posi-
tive but are never satisfi ed with 
their work.”
 Students are labeled as Begin-

MHS is tops on Milestone
. . . They have great relationships with 
the kids and it shows. In short, they do 
what they are supposed to do every day.
   MHS Social Studies Dept. chair
   Vic Fordham

 Beginning with the August 
water/sanitation bills, resi-
dential utility customers will 
see an $8 per month increase 
in their sanitation rates, while 
commercial customers will 
have an increase of $19 per 
month. 
 This rate change will become 
e� ective for services received 
on or after July 17. Services re-
ceived on or after July 17 will be 
billed on or about Aug. 25 and 
are due for payment by Sept. 10 
in order to avoid late charges or 
other penalties.
 “These fees are designed to 
recover the cost to the City pro-

viding this service to direct us-
ers and thereby avoiding addi-
tional cost to taxable properties 
through the millage rate,” ex-
plained Interim City Manager 
Carter Crawford.
 Each residence inside the City 
of Metter receives three sanita-
tion services per week includ-
ing once weekly polycart pick-
up for household garbage and 
once weekly inert waste pickup 
for yard debris/junk. The cost 
of the residential package ser-
vice rate will change from $17 
per month to $25 per month, an 
$8 increase.
 Each business inside the 

New sanitation rates now in effect
city may receive fi ve sanita-
tion services a week, includ-
ing polycart pickup for general 
garbage three times a week and 
once weekly inert waste pickup 
for yard debris/junk. Com-
mercial package service rates 
will change from $23 to $42 per 
month.
 The sanitation increase was 
approved during budget discus-
sions in 2018. However, the new 
rate was not put into e� ect be-
cause of software conversion is-
sues and rate discrepancies.
 Letters notifying customers 
of the fee increase were mailed 
by the city last week.

 Candler County Hospital 
Authority has approved a 
plan to bring state-of-the-
art radiology services to the 
hospital.
 During their regular 
July meeting, the Author-
ity approved the purchase 
of a portable radiology ma-
chine for $160,000 through 
a lease arrangement. Pay-
ments will be $3,431 per 
month for fi ve years. 
 The Authority then plans 
to upgrade a new radiol-
ogy room in the hospital’s 
“bricks and mortar” facil-
ity, moving it from the por-
table building. 
 After discussing prob-
lems with current equip-
ment, Hospital CEO Karen 
O’Neal said, “To keep doc-
tors doing procedures at 
this hospital, we have got 
to provide them with better 
equipment. We have got to 
act to do something.”
 Authority members 
were told that in about four 
months, the hospital will 
be fi nished with monthly 
Medicare Reimbursement 
payments of about $14,000 
from the 2013 extended pay-
ment plan. Those funds can 
be used to o� set the month-

ly expense for the new 
equipment and room reno-
vations. Additionally, with 
the upgraded equipment, 
Medicare reimbursements 
are expected to increase, 
which will also o� set the 
cost.
 Will Bennett, CFO, also 
notifi ed the Authority that 
the prior two months have 
been strong months from a 
revenue standpoint.
 “We are right at the $5 
million mark for revenues 
for the month and were a 
little over $5 million the last 
month,” he reported. The 
prior month, he said, had 
the highest admissions re-
ported for the year and the 
highest percentage of ad-
missions from ER visits.
 “Year to date, we’re still 
behind about a half mil-
lion,” he said, “but we’ve 
made up some good ground 
the last two months.”
 As of June 30, the hospi-
tal posted a $57,880 loss for 
the month, but is posting a 
$327,922 profi t for the year 
to date. Some of that profi t 
is attributed to increased 
revenues and some to the 
continued support through 
the HEART Tax Credit.

Hospital plans
radiology upgrade

 Qualifying will begin 
on Monday, Aug. 19, for 
District 1, Seats 1 and 3 
and District 2, Seat 5, on 
Metter City Council.
 These seats are pres-
ently occupied by Amy 
Harrelson (Seat 1), Bran-
don Sikes (Seat 3) and 
Chyrileen Kilcrease 

(Seat 5).
 Qualifying will run 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
each day through Fri-
day, Aug. 23, at City Hall. 
Qualifying fees are $90.
 The voter registration 
deadline to participate in 
the Nov. 5 General Elec-
tion will be Oct. 7.

Qualifying to begin
this Monday for 
Metter City Council

 Sign-up is underway for 
all fall sports at Metter-
Candler Recreation De-
partment, including fl ag 
football, tackle football, 
soccer, cheerleading and 
fall softball.
 Softball is o� ered for 
ages 7-12, while fl ag foot-
ball is for ages 5-6 and 
tackle football is for ages 
7-12. Soccer and cheer-
leading are open for ages 
5-12.
 Registration will con-
tinue through Friday, 

Fall sports registration
is underway at MCRD

Aug. 16, from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. each weekday at the 
recreation department. 
On Saturday, Aug. 17, the 
department will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
registration.
 Fee to register players 
is $40 through Aug. 17. 
After this date, the fee 
will move to $50. Parents 
must register their chil-
dren in person and fi rst 
year players must have 
a copy of their birth cer-
tifi cate.

 Three local citizens at-
tended the fi rst public 
hearing hosted by the 
Board of Education re-
garding this year’s pro-
posed tax increase. 
 The BOE had set a ten-
tative millage of 14 mills, 
a 3.11 percent tax in-
crease over the rollback 
millage. Because of that, 
three public hearings 
were required to be held.
 Much of the discussion 
by the three citizens, Jef-
frey Hilderbrandt, Bobby 
Odom and Wesley Lee, 
centered around the in-
stallation of AstroTurf 
on the football fi eld and 
renovations to the ath-
letic facilities at Metter 
High School. These proj-
ects are being done at an 
estimated $2 million.
 Hilderbrandt opened 
public comments ask-
ing about funding for the 
athletic improvements, 
which came from the 
board’s general fund.
 “We have a 15-year-old 
Athletic Facility and it 

was in need of some re-
pair, and the football fi eld 
in particular ... has never 
been a very good, play-
able surface,” explained 
Board Chair Craig Lani-
er. After much research, 
Lanier said, the board 
decided the most e� ec-
tive move would be to 
install artifi cial turf on 
the football fi eld. But the 
decision to undertake 
the project happened, he 
explained, because of a 
convergence of events: 
State equalization fund-
ing in 2019 coming in at 
$2.3 million, which was 
higher than anticipated; 
strong e� orts by the tax 
commissioner to collect 
delinquent taxes, bring-
ing in more from the lo-
cal tax base that previ-
ously had not been paid; 
less austerity cuts at the 
state than normal and 
higher ESPLOST rev-
enues, which meant less 
funds from the general 

Athletic facilities
is key topic at
BOE hearings

Coach Scott Schofi ll gives instruction to the varsity Tigers during a recent practice. 


