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 Early voting kicked off  Mon-
day at the Jack Strickland 
Building.
 The turnout, according to 
Elections Superintendent Tony 
Thompson, “was very good. We 
had a steady turnout the fi rst 
day and that is continuing to-
day (Tuesday).”
 Early voting for the June 9 
General Primary continue at 
the Jack Strickland Building 
each weekday through June 5; 
social distancing practices will 
be followed. 
 For voters who previously 
requested an absentee ballot, 
there are two options for re-
turning their completed ballot: 
by mail or by curbside drop-off . 
 Voters wishing to drop their 
ballot off  at the Jack Strickland 
building can do so by calling 
685-6687 when they arrive at 
the facility. A poll worker will 
go to the vehicle and pick up the 
ballot.

Early voting underway
Curbside pick-up 

for absentee ballots

 Another time-honored tradi-
tion in Metter has fallen victim 
to the social distancing policies 
that are being enacted across 
the country due to COVID-19.
 Every year, at 11 a.m. on Me-
morial Day, the Courthouse 
lawn fi lls with 150-plus local 
citizens who pause in their long 

weekend holiday to remember 
those who gave their lives in 
service. 
 This year, that ceremony can-
not take place. But that does not 
mean that the community’s he-
roes will not be honored.
 At 11 a.m. on Monday, mem-
bers of the American Legion 
Post 108 and Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 5893 will gather 
for the laying of the wreath at 
the Service Memorial on the 

C o u r t h o u s e 
lawn.
 “We will 
have no for-
mal ceremony, 
due to health 
restrictions,” 
said American 
Legion’s Tim 
Wood. “But 
we will not 
forget those 
who gave their 
lives and will 
honor them on 
Monday.”

No formal ceremony to be

held on Memorial Day
But traditional laying 

of wreath is scheduled

 “Candler County Hospi-
tal strives to be the anchor 
of Metter and Candler 
County when it comes to 
being the fi rst choice for 
healthcare services,” said 
Candler County Hospi-
tal CEO Michael Purvis. 
This commitment has 
held fi rm throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 “Since we opened the 
Incident Command Cen-
ter on March 23, 2020, we 

have remained committed 
to providing safe, effi  cient 
care for our patients,” 
Purvis said. “Thankfully, 
we were able to open our 
administrative wing back 
up on May 5, 2020. And 
on Monday, May 11, 2020, 
we reopened our front en-
trance from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
to the hospital, with each 
patient and visitor receiv-
ing a wellness check. We 
are checking tempera-

tures and ask that you 
limit one well visitor per 
medical inpatient.”
 Thus far, Candler 
County Hospital has not 
experienced an in-patient 
that has tested positive 
for COVID-19.  
 “The staff  has done 
an outstanding job in 
keeping the work envi-
ronment sanitized and 
disinfected,” Purvis con-
tinues. He added, “The 

management team came 
together and implement-
ed our pandemic disaster 
plan; we also purchased 
a metal storage building 
that was outfi tted with 
internet, exam chairs and 
a ventilation system that 
will exhaust the air every 
three minutes.  
 “The plan would be to 
convert the building to 
a triage station for the 
Emergency Department 

in the event of a surge.  
Through the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
Services’ 1135 waiver, we 
may also leverage tele-
medicine in the event of 
a COVID-19 surge so we 
could have the Emergency 
Room physician conduct 
the medical emergency 
screening and render care 
through telemedicine to 
help limit the infected 
patient(s) exposure to our 

physician.  
 “Presently, our Emer-
gency Room visits are 
down by 60 percent and 
we have not had to open 
our triage station located 
outside of the Emergency 
Department due to the 
lack of patients visiting 
with COVID-19 signs and 
symptoms.” 
 “While Candler County 

Hospital reopens front entrance; continues wellness checks

See HOSPITAL p. 3A

by Jerri Goodman
 Hey, drivers! Slow it 
down!
 That’s the message Can-
dler County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce is trying to get out to 
the public in advance of 
this week’s Memorial Day 
weekend.
 Throughout the month of 
May, deputies have record-
ed speeders posting speeds 
of 90 mph and on into the 
triple digits.
 “Things are wild out 
there,” said Sheriff ’s Cap-
tain Justin Wells of the 
traffi  c on the interstate. 
“Our guys have been out 
there for the past couple of 

weeks. They even got one 
at 138 (mph). They have 
been making cases left and 
right.”
 Through Sunday, May 17, 
deputies have issued 51 ci-
tations for speeding on the 
interstate. Five of those ci-
tations were for 84 mph, 14 
miles over the posted speed 
limit of 70. The remaining 
cases were in the 90 mph 
range and beyond, with 12 
being over 100 mph. 
 The average speed of 
these citations was 95.09615 
mph.
 The speeding cases have 
led to additional charges 
on the interstate of driv-

ing while license revoked/
suspended; DUI and DUI, 
child endangerment; fail-
ure to maintain lane; driv-
ers to use due care, radio/
cell phone; and duty of driv-
er meeting or overtaking 
school bus.
 From May 7-17, eight ar-
rests have been entered 
into Candler County Jail as 
a result of speeding on the 
interstate, two cases made 
by Georgia State Patrol and 
the rest by Candler County 
Sheriff ’s deputies.
 Additionally, 31 warn-
ings have been issued on 
I-16 and 26 on other county/
state roads.

20 days, 51 citations
‘Things are wild out there’ on I-16

 A Metter man was ar-
rested last week after a do-
mestic dispute ended with 
him dousing himself with 
gasoline and threatening 
to light himself on fi re.
 According to Metter 
Police reports, Sgt. Kris 
Storey and Investigator 
McKinley Lewis were 
dispatched to a possible 
domestic dispute at 385 
E. Lillian St. in the early Nathan Carter

Man arrested after attempting to set car, self on fi re
hours of May 13. 
 “Upon arrival, offi  cers 
quickly learned that Na-
than Carter had doused 
gasoline on an ex-girl-
friend’s vehicle and at-
tempted to set the vehicle 
on fi re,” reported Chief 
Rob Shore in a press re-
lease. 
 A search of the area by 
responding offi  cers re-
sulted in offi  cers locating 

Carter a short distance 
from the residence.
 Upon contacting Carter, 
offi  cers quickly deter-
mined that Carter had 
covered himself with 
gasoline. As offi  cers spoke 
with the suspect, he indi-
cated that he was going to 
light himself on fi re, and 
offi  cers saw Carter hold-
ing a lighter in his hand.
 “As Carter tried to 

strike the lighter, offi  cers 
were able to physically re-
strain him,” Shore said.
 During the arrest and 
transport, Carter, 46, 
was physically combat-
ive, Shore added. He was 
transported to the local 
jail where he was charged 
with criminal attempt 
to commit arson and ob-
struction of law enforce-
ment offi  cer (misd.). 

 Neither Carter nor law 
enforcement offi  cers were 
injured during the appre-
hension.
 “Sgt. Storey and Inv. 
Lewis’ quick reactions led 
to the protection of prop-
erty and prevented Carter 
from harming himself or 
others. Both of the offi  cers 
should be commended 
for their handling of this 
case.”

Light traffi  c on I-16 on Tuesday morning. Insets: CCSO radar captures a speeder going 
97 mph on Monday, and a May 10 citation for going 138 in a 70.

Poll workers sign in voters at the Strickland Building while follow-
ing social distancing and other safety measures.
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