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 On his way to the end zone, Ahmod 
Collins (#3) side steps a Screven County 
defender who was between him and the 
goal line as Collins was on his way to his 
third touchdown on the night.
 Collins had a stellar game rushing 

for the Tigers picking up 142 yards on 
18 carries. But he was only part of  the 
rushing threat as Aaron Collins had 86 
yards on 16 carries, Antwan Coney had 
99 yards on 7 carries and Kaliq Collins 
had 55 yards on a single run.
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“Step aside!”

by Suzanne Tyson
 There was much ex-
citement in the Bigwood 
Room of the Candler 
County Schools K-8 build-
ing on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 
as family, friends, col-
leagues and community 
members gathered for the 
annual Candler County 
Teacher of the Year ban-
quet. 
 The excitement was in 
anticipation of the nam-
ing of the third Ben G. 
Bowen Candler County 
Teacher of the Year, and 
the honor went to Metter 
High teacher Scott Wa-
ters for 2019-2020.
 When the group as-
sembled was welcomed by 
Dr. Cadeisha Cooper, the 

 Candler County Teacher of the Year Scott Waters (c) with School Superintendent 
Dr. Bubba Longgrear (l) and award benefactor Ben G. Bowen (r).

Scott Waters is Candler Teacher of the Year
mood was set with Coo-
per’s tale of Maasai war-
riors who greet each oth-
er with the phrase that, 
when translated, means 
“How are the children?” 
 Cooper indicated that 
teachers are the warriors 
of society and are seeing 
to the proper care of the 
youngest members of the 
community.
 Following Cooper’s 
welcome, 2018-19 Candler 
County Teacher of the 
Year Dr. Alicia Ferrell re-
flected on her time as the 
Teacher of the Year. She 
used the saying “It takes 
a tribe” to explain the re-
lationship that teachers 
have. 
 “We all need a tribe to 

teach children,” she stat-
ed. 
  She explained to those 
present that a person’s 
vibe attracts that person’s 
tribe.  She cautioned the 
teachers present to seek 
out those co-workers who 
encourage a positive at-
titude. She then thanked 
her tribe – her fellow 
teachers at Metter High 
School. Specifically, Fer-
rell expressed her appre-
ciation of Dr. John Jordan 
for hiring her, the admin-
istration of MHS for their 
support and Ben G. Bow-
en for the positive impact 
he is having on teachers 
and on Candler County 

 Following the recent 
release of a Public Health 
Advisory by the Georgia 
D e p a r t -
ment of 
P u b l i c 
H e a l t h , 
Dr. Loy 
D. ‘Chip’ 
Cowart of 
C a n d l e r 
M e d i c a l 
Group in 
Metter re-
m i n d e d 
the community that the 
dangers are not to be tak-
en lightly.
 “This is a very seri-
ous health concern,” Dr. 
Cowart said. “The issue 
related to vaping and use 
of e-cigarettes is the lat-
est of health concerns 
related to the inhalation 
of substances. Currently, 

Dr. Chip Cowart

the products are not regu-
lated or inspected to de-
termine the level of nico-
tine or the composition of 
the chemical substances.
 “This is especially 
true of any products pur-
chased off the street. The 
long-term consequences 
of the use of these prod-
ucts is not known at this 
time; however, the recent 
surge in pulmonary-re-
lated issues is very con-
cerning and 
may just be 
the tip of the 
iceberg. 
 “ T h e s e 
p r o d u c t s 
have health 
consequenc-
es to anyone 
who uses 
them, but es-
pecially to 

preteens and teenagers.”
 The Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health 
issued the public health 
advisory  on the risks 
of vaping and use of e-
cigarettes following con-
firmation of Georgia’s 
second vaping-associated 
death.
 “The safety of Geor-
gians is my top priority,” 

Health advisory issued on vaping

by Jerri Goodman
 “We don’t know what’s 
coming, but we know it’s 
coming.”
 With that ominous com-
ment, Chairman Glyn 
Thrift announced at Mon-
day’s county commission 
meeting that it is time for 
the county to consider 
zoning ordinances.
 Following a night of 
discussion regarding fee 
ordinances and landfill 
ordinances, Thrift said, 
“We keep passing ordi-
nances trying to control 
some situations in the 
county, and the way we’re 
going, we are going to 
fill ourselves up with so 
many ordinances and so 
much restriction that we 
can’t keep up with it to 
start off with.
 “There’s a secret word 
I do not like ... but to pro-
tect us as citizens and 
preserve some farmland 
and preserve some ways 
of life we have now, it is 
going to come down to the 
little word called ‘zoning.’ 
 “I don’t like it. I said I’d 
never say it in the county 
commissioners’ room, 
and it will be something 
the county has to be well-
educated on.”
 Saying that zoning is 
similar to farmland cov-
enants that establish how 
land can be used, Thrift 
highlighted the key dif-
ference. With county-
wide zoning, he said, “you 
start telling other people 
what to do with their 
land. That is not what we 
are trying to do, but I see 
the handwriting on the 
wall. We are about to get 
something we do not want 
and we do not have a way 
to stop it. Everything to 
the east of us is coming 
and zoning does not hap-
pen overnight.
 “I would like for the 
county to look at it, not 
just the county commis-

sioners, and see what the 
temperature is about put-
ting some kind of restric-
tions with zoning, but not 
as extreme as some coun-
ties have around us.”
 Thrift reminded the 
audience that he does not 
know of any specific proj-
ect that is coming to the 
community, but that he 

believes with the growth 
moving westward from 
the ports, at some point a 
negative opportunity may 
present itself.
 “I think some type of 
zoning in Candler County 
will be good,” added Com-
missioner Brad Jones. “I 

by Jerri Goodman
 A draft RV Park & Camp-
ground Ordinance has 
been uploaded to the coun-
ty’s website for review and 
was brought before com-
missioners during Mon-
day night’s meeting. 
 However, County Attor-
ney Kendall Gross asked 
commissioners to hold off 
on any decisions regard-
ing the ordinance until he 
has time to further discuss 
the proposal with current 
campground owners.
 A previously adopted 
ordinance drew a large 
crowd to the Nov. 4 meet-

by Jerri Goodman
 A fair and balanced 
system for assessing fees 
among property own-
ers continues to present 
a challenge for commis-
sioners. During Monday’s 
meeting, County Admin-
istrator Bryan Aasheim 
asked commissioners to 
consider whether current 
fee policies present equi-
table distribution of fees.
 “What we have right 
now is a situation we may 
be fine with,” Aasheim 
said, “but there are some 
situations where fees may 
not be distributed equita-
bly.”
 Aasheim gave as an ex-
ample the fee structure 
for EMS and solid waste 

What about the RV Parks?
ing, including camp-
ground owners and 
investors and private 
landowners who reside in 
recreational vehicles. The 
ordinance required that 
RVs must be moved every 
90 days and that no RV 
could be lived in for lon-
ger than a one-year span 
anywhere in the county. 
The ordinance, which had 
been approved in October, 
drew outcries from camp-
ground owners who would 
be directly impacted by 
the decision.

Are county fees fair?
fees, which are assessed 
against homes, mobile 
homes and businesses. 
“However,” he said, “some 
‘business units’ are actu-
ally residential units, like 
apartment complexes.” 
In those cases, the EMS 
fee is assessed based on 
the number of residential 
units but the landfill fee 
is based on only one busi-
ness. “But obviously, this 
residential refuse impact 
may be higher,” he said.
 And then, Aasheim 
said, there is the assisted 
living and long-term care 
facilities, which, under 
current ordinances, pay 
one EMS fee and one 

Commissioners
to study zoning
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