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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt

PAGE
History5 years ago

25 years ago

50 years ago

Aitkin’s skate park was built about 10 years ago, 
in collaboration with families in Aitkin. Changing 
demographics and plans prioritize need for pick-
leball, basketball courts, community room and 
warming house.

Aitkin High School produces “Sister Act” a year after 
pandemic shut down “The Music Man.”

2001 Aitkin County Farm Family of the Year - 
Colleen Kent-Chute and Phil Chute. The farm pro-
duces over one million pounds of milk each year.

Temporary officers for the Mc-
Gregor Jaycees are (seated) 
Brad Bodie, left, president and 
Larry Paukert, right, secretary-
treasurer. Shown with them, from 
left: Jim Jurek, Dave Dickey and 
Steve Van Epps.

Members of the Aitkin High School speech squad competing in the District 18 
speech tournament were, front, from left: Katie McMunn, Judy Slette, Jan Wil-
liams, Mary Wettstein, Laurie Watson, Carol Wikelius, Beth Ahlcrona, Patty Cop-
ley, Jan Hyytinen, Lynn Lundberg; middle: Randy Johnson, Beth Welshons, Maria 
Wyant, Jeanne Peterson, Kim Hansen, Sue Rued, Kris Carlson, Nancy Dotzler, 
Linda Forsberg, Jennifer Knutson; back: Roberta Hoge, Jennie Hurd, Brad Erick-
son, Mark Erickson, Greg Wettstein, Alice Weimer, Chris Meyer, Betty Haworth, 
Caroline Hillman, Jan Torgerson (Becky Just and Jeanne Williams not pictured). 

Left to right - senior Merc players: Sarah Staum, Teresa 
Serfling, Jackie Anderson, Becky Sather and Brittany 
Cummings.

1976, 2001, 2021

From kidney stones and incontinence to prostate health and vasectomies, Riverwood
Healthcare Center’s Urology team offers complete urology care for women andmen. Our
experienced providers create personalized treatment plans that improve quality of life.
For an appointment, call 218-927-5566.

Cindy Hauser, CNP

RiverwoodHealthcare.org

Dr. Brandon Reynolds
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A single stream ... of recycling

New contractor, new setup hopefully lead to streamlined center

Latest
motions
denied
Karjala murder trial
set to begin June 14
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

With a final ruling on two motions 
before the court, the murder case in-
volving Joshua Karjala appears ready 
to begin June 
14.

Judge David 
H e r m e r d i n g 
ruled at the 
end of March 
that Karjala 
was not enti-
tled to a Spriegl 
hearing and 
that the state 
could consider 
evidence from 
prior crimes.

There is no 
indication that 
Karjala or his 
attorneys have 
requested a 
change of venue at this point.

Karjala is charged with felony mur-
der in the second degree, both with 
and without intent. It carries a penalty 
of up to 40 years in jail. He is being ac-
cused in the death of Michelle Mae, a 
35-year-old from Outing.

The family of Mae reported her 
missing Oct. 3, 2019. On Oct. 4, after 
locating her 2004 Jeep Liberty, in-
vestigation and searches began for 
Mae. Over the course of the following 
10 days, numerous agencies partic-
ipated in daily ground searches and 
K-9 searches in a five mile radius of 
the location where the vehicle was 
recovered.

Drone searches and water searches 
were conducted. Search warrants 
were issued for cell account data. In 
addition, search warrants were exe-
cuted at a rural private property near 
Swatara.

On Oct. 15, while executing a search 
warrant at the residence of Karjala, 
the body of Mae was located. Mae’s 
body was transported to the Ramsey 
County medical examiner for autopsy, 
who determined Mae’s manner of 
death to be homicide. Karjala was 
charged about a month later.

REBECCA FUDALA  PHOTOS
Waste Management took over recycling for Aitkin County in March, changing the setup from separated recyclables to a single-stream 
process. Above is the recycling center. Inset – Kathy Pearson drops off recycling Monday morning.

Joshua Karjala’s 
case will be decided 
in court, with the 
trial scheduled to 
begin June 14.

BY REBECCA FUDALA
rebecca.fudala@apgecm.com

Waste Management is now 
one month into its new recycling 
contract with Aitkin County.

The takeover came with known 
challenges, perhaps the biggest 
being contamination. Contami-
nation happens when recyclables 
are mixed with non-recyclables 
and when food and beverage 
waste soil papers, plastics, and 
cans, forcing them to be thrown 
out instead of recycled. 

This was one of the main rea-
sons why Garrison Disposal 
Company, the recycling center 
contractor the county used for 30 
years, did not renew its contract 
with the county. Dave MacAr-
thur, controller for Garrison 
Disposal Company, said, “Con-
tamination is so abusive that 
when we bring the stuff to mar-

ket, I have to pay to get rid of it.”
Aitkin County, the Environ-

mental Services Department and 
the Hubert H. Humphrey Insti-
tute at the University of Minne-
sota are all working with Waste 
Management to see how they 
can improve recycling in the 
county for both residents and 
businesses. 

Julie Ketchum, public affairs 
manager at Waste Management, 
said, “So far it has been a seam-
less transition.” 

Waste Management will con-
tinue to provide single-stream 
recycling services. Single-stream 
recycling has been around for 
20 years and allows for all recy-
clables – paper, glass, cans and 
plastic – to be put into the same 
receptacle.

“Single-stream recycling 
makes it much easier for people 
to recycle and recycle more ma-

terial, and it is much more effi-
cient on our side, from collection 
to processing,” said Ketchum. 

Single-stream recycling does 
not mean that recycling and 
trash can be mixed together. 
Trash must be separated out.

“We don’t want to have any 
food,” Ketchum said. “The con-
tainers don’t have to be perfect 
but they need to be food-free.”

Just as important are what ma-
terials are recycled.

“A lot of people think if they 
put it in the recycling bin, it will 
be recycled,” Ketchum said, “and 
that’s called wish recycling.”

Ketchum has seen plastic bags 
and even garden hoses thrown 
in recycling. Contaminated recy-
cling increases costs at process-
ing facilities and prevents some 
of the good recyclables it made 
contact with from getting to end 
markets. 

Right now, recycling programs 
take plastics Nos. 1, 2 and 5. To 
find out if your plastic is recy-
clable, look on the bottom of the 
container and locate the recy-
cling symbol. A number will be 
printed inside. Pop containers, 
plastic milk jugs and most deter-
gent bottles are good examples.

If unsure of whether a plastic 
is recyclable, Ketchum suggested 
throwing it out versus risking 
contaminating the recycling. 

Clean and dry flattened card-
board and other paper commod-
ities can be thrown in with other 
recyclables. Residents may use 
plastic bags to collect recyclables 
at home, but at the recycling cen-
ter it is best practice to dump the 
recyclables out of the bag into 
the container.

People hand sort recyclables at 

City plans to raze skate park to build park amenities
Changing demographics and plans prioritize need for pickleball, basketball courts, community room, warming house

LYNN MIZNER
Aitkin’s skate park was built about 10 years ago, in collaboration 
with families in Aitkin.

BY LYNN MIZNER
lynn.mizner@apgecm.com

At the April 5 regular meeting 
of the Aitkin City Council, council 
member Amanda Lowe proposed a 
plan to begin working with a con-
sultant from Bolton and Menk to 
create a design for a community 
space and warming house that in-
cludes concessions.

The proposal, which was ap-
proved unanimously by the coun-
cil, would replace the skate park 
at Aitkin City Park, built about a 
decade ago, with pickleball courts 
and a new architect-designed com-
munity space.

Lowe spoke about a recent field 
trip she and the other park com-

mittee members took to the Range 
Cities to look at similar facilities 
that the Iron Range Resources and 
Rehabilitation Board has funded 
for parks and warming houses.

Committee members viewed a 
community facility in Cook, Min-
nesota that is rented out by the city 
for $100 per day.

Grants were recently awarded to 
the city that can be used for a va-
riety of projects that benefit older 
Americans, and the improved park 
facilities would meet that criteria. 
Lowe said that the American As-
sociation of Retired Persons also 
makes grants that could be used 
because of the demographics of 
Aitkin County.

Engineer Phil Martin and Lon 

Nicko of the city’s street depart-
ment did a walk through of the ex-
isting skate park with Lowe.

They determined that some of 
the infrastructure and equipment 
is deteriorating and trash was vis-
ible on site. They are proposing re-
moving the skate park and putting 
in three pickleball courts and two 
basketball courts.

The city is working with a com-
pany called Ultimate Playground 
that has a program that the city of 
Aitkin can use to get help with pro-
gramming and purchasing park 
equipment. Benches and shady 
seating areas would be among the 
planned changes. 

See ACC page 8

See RECYCLING page 8

City plans to raze skate park to 
build park amenities

Over a million pounds of milk 
produced by local farm

McGregor Jaycees forming

Aitkin wins district speech title

McGregor banquet honors girls’ basketball

SELLING OR BUYING, I AM HERE TO WORK FOR YOU!
SERVING THE AITKIN, MCGREGOR AND ISLE AREAS

320.267.0172      email: DianeSeefeld@kw.com      website: DianeSeefeld.kw.com      
Each office independently owned and operated

DIANE SEEFELD
REALTOR®
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Riverwood opens up 
COVID-19 vaccine

Riverwood Healthcare Center is now 
offering COVID-19 vaccinations to any-
one age 16 or older, according to the latest 
Minnesota vaccine eligibility guidelines 
that became effective March 30.

Riverwood is scheduling weekly vac-
cine clinics primarily in Aitkin with some 
clinics in McGregor as well.

To accommodate working individuals 
and families, vaccine clinics will offer 
some extended hours into the late after-
noon and evenings as well as some Sat-
urdays.

For vaccine appointments, call River-
wood at 844-428-1323, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.  Appointments 
are open to anyone on a first come/first 
serve basis; you do not need to be a Riv-
erwood patient.

“We anticipate scheduling vaccine 
clinics weekly through April and May as 
needed to meet the demand,” said Dr. 
David Taylor, Riverwood chief medical 
officer. “Getting vaccinated is the best 
way to protect yourself and your loved 
ones from COVID-19. We can all do our 
part to end this pandemic and get back to 
normal life and the activities we’ve been 
missing.”

For families considering COVID-19 
vaccination, Riverwood will vaccinate 

those ages 16 to 17 with the Pfizer vac-
cine, the only vaccine approved for this 
age group.

The COVID-19 vaccine will be pro-
vided to people at no cost. However, 
health care providers will be able to 
charge an administration fee for giving 
the vaccine to someone. This means that 
you may be asked for your insurance in-
formation when you get the vaccine. You 
can still get the vaccine if you do not have 
insurance and/or cannot pay the admin-
istration fee.

COVID-19 UPDATE FORUM
Riverwood continues to offer virtual 

forums with COVID-19 updates from 
Taylor, Riverwood chief medical officer, 
several times monthly. The next forum 
will be held Thursday, April 8, 2:30-3 p.m. 
The short presentation will be followed 
by a question-and-answer session. 

Questions may be submitted in ad-
vance with the Zoom registration or via 
chat during the presentation. Register 
at rwhealth.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_a1qE-C4FRFittiEfAKbmpg.

This invitation link is posted on Riv-
erwood’s Facebook page and on the 
COVID-19 page of its website at www.
riverwoodhealthcare.org.

Getting this ‘Sister Act’...

…on the road again

BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

Almost a year ago, the Aitkin High 
School music and drama programs were 
wondering if a spring musical would even 
happen.

As the COVID-19 pandemic spread 
worldwide the spring of 2020, the school’s 
production of “The Music Man” was first 
postponed indefinitely – in hopes of a 
summer production being possible – and 
then outright canceled.

Now, in the spring of 2021, Aitkin has 
put together a cast of newcomers and 30 
returnees from last year. Those students 
are taking on “Sister Act,” a musical that 
developed out of the hit film starring 
Whoopi Goldberg.

The school is offering both a virtual link 
and limited in-person seating to view the 
show April 8-10 at 7:30 p.m. and April 11 
at 2 p.m.

Tickets are available at www.isd1.org. 

All in-person attendees must follow state 
safety protocols, wearing a mask at all 
times and stay seated.

The cast is also masked, except when 
performing solos, and the first two rows of 
the theater will be blocked off to avoid any 
spread.

Virtual tickets are good for the chosen 
performance only and patrons must watch 
in real time.

If more than one person will be watch-
ing the show, the school is asking that 
multiple tickets be purchased to support 
the drama and music programs.

The show involves some adult themes 
and is rated PG.

Director Kelly Blake said last week that 
producing “Sister Act” – the lively story of 
disco diva Deloris Van Cartier, who wit-
nesses a murder and is placed in protec-
tive custody in a convent – didn’t really 
occur to her until this year.

“This year is the perfect year to pro-
duce and direct ‘Sister Act,’” said Blake, 

who saw the show on Broadway during 
choir and band trips in the past. “I have a 
smaller choir with many more girls than 
boys this year, and ‘Sister Act’ requires a 
larger female cast.”

Jorde Rinta is cast as Van Cartier, a role 
she’s excited about because she’s watched 
the movie as long as she can remember.

“I think my favorite part of playing Delo-
ris is the energy and the sass that she has,” 
Rinta explained. “It kind of reminds me of 
myself at times. I never thought I would 
get to put part of myself into a character 
and that is why portraying her is so cool to 
me.”

Opposite Rinta is Maddie Buisman as 
Mother Superior. A very traditional and 
old-fashioned nun, Mother Superior finds 
herself clashing with Deloris before the two 
eventually find some common ground.

“She is very traditional and wants order 
in the church, so when Deloris Van Cartier 
comes to the church and changes things, 
Mother Superior isn’t too happy about it,” 

Buisman said. “I am super excited to por-
tray this character because she definitely 
shows a dry, subtle sense of humor that 
adds a comedic touch to the conflict she 
has with Deloris.”

Buisman called last year’s decision 
to cancel the musical “heartbreaking,” 
though it has inspired the cast to work 
harder.

“We realized how much this musical 
means to our community, and so being 
able to perform it this year has really given 
us more drive to make this the best show 
we can,” she said.

The fact that the show is “Sister Act” just 
brings that much more excitement to the 
stage, Buisman explained.

“Because it’s set in the ’70s, the cos-
tumes, music and dancing are all really 
enjoyable to watch and participate in,” she 
said. “Our leads and ensemble are all so 
talented and that makes the show a great 
experience to both watch and be a part of.”

For more photos, see page 18.

Aitkin High School produces ‘Sister Act’ a year after pandemic shut down ‘The Music Man’

SUBMITTED  PHOTO

Cyber Partners, a program through the Blandin Foundation, helps people connect to high-
speed internet and learn the benefits of it. Currently, Blandin is working with Aitkin County 
through its Accelerate program, designed to help the county upgrade its broadband speeds.

Broadband project making inroads
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

The state of high-speed internet – or lack 
thereof – is one of many 21st century issues 
facing Aitkin County.

Now, with the help of the Blandin Founda-
tion Accelerate program – a 15-week program 
that helps both educate the community and 
develop the best solutions – the county could 
potentially be making some strides forward.

Over the 15 weeks of the Accelerate pro-
gram, communities work together to discuss 
broadband development options, gather in-
formation from the communities on need 
and demand, analyze the data and then de-
termine what the next steps should be moving 
forward.

According to the Minnesota Department 
of Employment and Economic Development 

See BLANDIN page 8


