
Rich Liljenquist 
now honored 
with grandstand 
bearing his name 
after years of 
community  
service

Winning firefighters from competition

Fine stringers of Mille Lacs perch

Name now matches 
spirit of 
grandstand

Over 120 4-Hers take part in Project Day
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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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4-H bicycle rodeo winners Steve Gage and Clark Peysar will 
attend the state fair because of their abilities on the outdoor 
course and safety quiz.

Bunny Masurka, driving for the 3 Sisters Cafe in Glen, was named the 
lightweight champion in the demolition derby Tuesday evening at the 
Aitkin County Fair. Second place went to Bill Herron of Brainerd, while 
Ken Lease of Onamia picked up third. In the heavyweight divisions, it was 
a four-way tie for first with Doug Bare of Aitkin, Tom Lundberg of Aitkin, 
Dave Rian of Aitkin and Jim Beeler of Onamia sharing the honors. There 
were 58 entries in the derby with over $800 in prize money.

The Palisade Fire Department - who won the firemen’s competition - and 
Miss Aitkin royalty pose for a photo.

Greg and Mark Eno of Twin Pines Resort and their friend Ryan 
from St. Paul show some stringers of perch.

1975, 2000, 2020

Weknowmenopause.
Let’s talk aboutyour car
There are 34 commonmenopause symptoms. Our Certified
Menopause Practitioners can help you understand and care for
them all. Let’s talk about your concerns and your options.
Call 218-927-5566 tomake an appointment.

MinnesotaCenter for
Obstetrics &Gynecology

our care.

RiverwoodHealthcare.org
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The fifth annual Dawson Strong ride, in 
honor of Dawson Van Portfliet, was held 
Sunday, with riders traveling to several dif-
ferent stops in Aitkin County. VanPortfliet 
died unexpectedly in 2015, and the ride 
is done every year to raise money for the 
Hennepin County Medical Center’s Extraor-
dinary Kids fund.

Some of the sights from the event include 
(from top) – Riders get ready to take off 
from The Landing; riders park at the final 
stop of the day; the riders head out on the 
run, one flying the American flag; the group 
stopped at Block North Brew Pub for the 
final stop, with dinner, music and raffles.
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LOCAL FFA, 4-H LEADER
Chute makes makes name for herself 
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Name now 
matches spirit 
of grandstand

BY JENNIFER EISENBART
jeisenbart@aitkinage.com

When Rich Liljenquist ar-
rived at the Aitkin County 
Fairgrounds July 24 just 
short of 6:30 p.m., he really 
didn’t have any idea what 
was going on.

Mind you, he was suspi-
cious.

After all, his wife Lorraine 
had suggested heading into 
town to take care of a few 
errands, and she seemed 
to definitely be taking her 
time.

“She kept stalling, and I 
thought, ‘Something isn’t 
right,’” Rich recalled.

Actually, something was 
very right – at least in the 
minds of all the people 
planning a surprise for the 
82-year-old fair board mem-
ber and volunteer. When he 
arrived at the fairgrounds in 
the family Gator, he found 
out just what it was.

There, hanging over the 
entrance to the grandstand 
area, was a new sign: “Rich 
Liljenquist Grandstand,” 
now dedicated in his name.

In the word “grandstand” 
were a pair of checkered 
flags, symbolizing the work 
Rich and his family did to 
return stock-car racing to 
the Aitkin County Fair.

Surrounded by family and 
friends, Rich stared at the 
sign, looked at all the people 
around him – and started to 
cry.

“I think I broke down, is 
what I did,” Rich conceded. 
“It just knocked the wind 
right out of me.”

LONG-TIME 
VOLUNTEER

Rich Liljenquist first be-
came involved with the fair-

grounds in the early 1990s, 
as the “Sentence to Serve” 
program went into effect in 
the county. He was hired 
as the first coordinator and 
crew leader, and led in-
mates around the county to 
do various projects.

Some projects happened 
to be at the fairgrounds. 
That included setting up 
buildings when they were 
donated, moving the old 
log cabin down there – the 
main section is now the Ait-
kin County Historical Soci-
ety building – and generally 
working the grounds.

Liljenquist’s hard work 
got noticed by the Aitkin 
County Fair Board, and he 
became a member of that 
group in November 2000, 
said Kirk Peysar, the current 
fair board treasurer.

“He’s just one of those 
110% volunteer people,” 
Peysar explained. “He loves 
the fair.”

JENNIFER EISENBART  PHOTO
Valerie Nelson hugs her 
father, Rich Liljenquist, at 
the dedication of the Aitkin 
County Fairgrounds grand-
stand in his name July 24.

Rich Liljenquist now honored with 
grandstand bearing his name after 
years of community service

See LILJENQUIST page A16

School districts to get 
flexibility on return
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
jeisenbart@aitkinage.com

Area school districts got what they were hoping for on 
July 30 – flexibility from the state on whether they can re-
open in full this fall.

Minnesota state officials unveiled a plan to reopen 
schools this fall that gives districts some flexibility to toggle 
between in-person and online learning, but reserves the 

See SCHOOLS page A8

Aitkin School Board looking to ask for 
taxpayer help in capital projects levy
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
jeisenbart@aitkinage.com

In a discussion of policy, best prac-
tice and best bang for its buck, the 
Aitkin School Board came to a clear 
conclusion July 27 in its work session.

The district needs more help from its 
taxpayers.

To that end, the board came to an 
agreement to pursue a capital projects 
levy, which it must submit by early Au-
gust for a review and comment docu-
ment to the Minnesota Department of 
Education.

A special meeting of the school 
board was scheduled for Tuesday to 
approve the document going to the 
state.

The board discussed whether to go 
with a capital project levy versus an 
operating referendum, with the CPL 
gaining more popularity because it 
would spread the tax impact beyond 

just permanent residents.
The capital projects levy would 

allow the extra tax money to be col-
lected from seasonal residents as well 
as permanent residents, at an increase 
of 2.72%. Stifter explained that with 
the capital projects levy, a homestead 
property of $150,000 value would see 
an increase of $33 a year.

If the district had gone with the 
operational referendum option, the 
increase would be $90 for the same 
property. The capital projects levy 
would allow the district to address 
technology purchases and an ev-
ery-other-year bus purchase, on which 
the district is already behind due to re-
cent budget issues.

“That would clear up some of our 
general fund dollars,” said Superin-
tendent Dan Stifter. “So we don’t have 
to be in such a drastic budget-cutting 
mode.”

The capital projects levy would go 

into effect for 10 years, but requires 
a “yes” vote by district residents. The 
question would likely be on the No-
vember general election ballot.

The district is planning to ask for 
$500,000 each year over the 10-year 
period.

According to Jodie Zesbaugh of 
Ehler and Associates, Aitkin Indepen-
dent School District #1 is one of only 
nine districts in the state without any 
voter-approved funding.

The district has been experiencing 
declining enrollment, with another 22 
students expected to have been lost 
from the 2019-20 school year. Overall, 
the district had to make cuts of about 
$300,000 for the 2020-21 school year, 
including cuts to staff.

That, combined with potential loss 
of students due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, had school board members 

See BOARD page A8
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were a pair of checkered 
flags, symbolizing the work 
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Surrounded by family and 
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sign, looked at all the people 
around him – and started to 
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“I think I broke down, is 
what I did,” Rich conceded. 
“It just knocked the wind 
right out of me.”
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came involved with the fair-

grounds in the early 1990s, 
as the “Sentence to Serve” 
program went into effect in 
the county. He was hired 
as the first coordinator and 
crew leader, and led in-
mates around the county to 
do various projects.

Some projects happened 
to be at the fairgrounds. 
That included setting up 
buildings when they were 
donated, moving the old 
log cabin down there – the 
main section is now the Ait-
kin County Historical Soci-
ety building – and generally 
working the grounds.

Liljenquist’s hard work 
got noticed by the Aitkin 
County Fair Board, and he 
became a member of that 
group in November 2000, 
said Kirk Peysar, the current 
fair board treasurer.

“He’s just one of those 
110% volunteer people,” 
Peysar explained. “He loves 
the fair.”
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