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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt

PAGE
History5 years ago

25 years ago

50 years ago

Elsye Groehler, Aitkin’s Teacher of the Year, received 
an award at the 1976 Minnesota State Fair recogniz-
ing her 44 years of service as an elementary educa-
tion teacher. Presenting is 1976 Teacher of the Year, 
Andrea M. Peterson.

Trudie Nelson 
of Aitkin, a 
smokechaser for 
the Department 
of Natural Re-
sources, pumps 
water onto hot 
spots near the 
fire line at the 
Rossburg blaze.

The group from 
St. John’s  
Lutheran Church 
in Aitkin that 
made the trip to 
the youth gath-
ering in New Orleans included, front, from left: Kara 
Bartel, Kelli Peysar, Kim Larson, Ashley Heins; back: 
Kristi Peysar, chaperone Judy Peysar and Rachael 
Novotny.

Second grader Megan Collins and third grader 
Kevin Hughes had the honor of cutting the ribbon 
for the new Rippleside Elementary addition which 
includes a new media center, art room, science 
room and classrooms.

1976, 2001, 2021

Heading 
south to 
“Higher 
Ground”

New addition is dedicated

Wildfires 
erupt in 
Aitkin 
County
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Big city Internet.
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you can’t have access to great Internet service!
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20 years later
Aitkin fire, citizens honor the fallen of Sept. 11, 2001

BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

How fast can 20 years pass?
On Saturday, Sept. 11, 2021, 

in the words of State Rep. Dale 
Lueck, it was a blink of an eye for 
some, 20 full years for others. 

On a cool morning, clear blue 
skies, a hint of fall to come in the 
air, perhaps the only thing out of 
the ordinary was the gathering 
of people at the city of Aitkin Fire 
Department and later at the Ait-
kin Government Center – numer-
ous people with thoughts likely in 
different places.

What started at the firehouse, 
an hour and 3.43 kilometers and 
thousands of footsteps later, 
those who had participated in the 
memorial walk for the 20th anni-
versary of 9/11 stood in the park-
ing lot of the Aitkin Government 
Center, each likely with their own 
memories of the day 20 years ago.

“I’m sure all of you know where 
you were, what you were doing,” 
said Bruce West, assistant com-
missioner of the Minnesota De-
partment of Public Safety. West 
was actually in Grand Cayman the 
morning of Sept. 11, 2001 – taking 
a walk outside before going on a 

diving expedition with four other 
firefighters he’d made the trip 
with.

When he returned from his 
walk, he found the door of their 
rental open. He walked in to dis-
cover his life – like so many others 
that day – had forever changed.

“It was a beautiful morning,” 
West said. “They were literally 
waiting for me to come back in so 
they could tell me what’s going 
on. About two minutes later is 
when the second jet hit the sec-
ond tower.

“We all looked at each 
other and said, ‘The world has 

changed,’” he added.
It was hard to gauge numbers 

for Saturday’s event in Aitkin. 
Perhaps 100 people took part 
in the 3.43-kilometer walk that 
spanned portions of southeast 
and northeast Aitkin. There may 
have been more at the govern-
ment center ceremony, but in a 
sense, the number that mattered 
was 343 – the number of firefight-
ers, law enforcement officers and 
first responders killed in New 
York that morning 20 years pre-
viously.

Those 343 were also honored 
during the ceremony that fol-

lowed – five at a time, as first 
firefighters, then others in atten-
dance lined up to take a sheet 
with the names of those who lost 
their lives trying to rescue people 
from the twin towers.

Among the fallen: Joseph An-
gelini and Joseph Angelini Jr., 
father and son from two separate 
departments; Mychal Judge, a 
FDNY chaplain who died when 
hit by debris when the south 
tower came down; and Lt. Kevin 
Pfeiffer, whose brother was the 
first chief on scene and survived 

See 9/11 page 8

Aitkin City Council works
through budget discussions
BY LYNN MIZNER
lynn.mizner@apgecm.com

Aitkin City Council members discussed 
a draft preliminary budget at their Sept. 7 
regular meeting.

Members acknowledged the amount of 
work that former administrator Rose Bev-
erly and acting administrator Jen Thomp-
son had done to keep the new budget 
within reasonable bounds.

Reserve funds are low, but council mem-
bers expect that to start to reverse as busi-
ness gets back to normal.

Costs related to the development of the 
‘Creamery lot’ were discussed. Aitkin Pub-
lic Utilities Commission has determined 
that the lot should include a fast-charging 
station for electric vehicles. Those are back-

ordered for some time, but construction 
can commence and include accommoda-
tions for installing that component when it 
becomes available.

There was discussion about having 
downtown retailers cooperatively purchase 
the lot from the city and operate it as a “Co-
op Lot”, as has been done in some other 
cities. Council members expressed interest 
in exploring that option more.

Another infrastructure item in the bud-
get is added lean-to storage for city street 
department equipment.

The tank trail extension will be allo-
cated $60,000 in the budget; that had been 
approved earlier. Insurance costs went 
up, and some overtime pay that was not 

See ACC page 15

Line 3 protests continue

BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

As the Enbridge Line 3 Replacement 
Project moves closer to completion, pro-
tests continue – and legal challenges as 
well.

On Sept. 7, protesters blocked 470th 
Street in Clearwater County. According to a 
press release from the Northern Lights Task 
Force, barrels filled with concrete, a dis-
abled vehicle, a boat and a tipi were used 
to block the road, with an early estimate of 
75-100 people in attendance.

According to the report, law enforcement 
ended up needing seven hours to remove 
all of the obstacles placed on the road, and 
again encountered a handful of protesters 
using “sleeping dragon” devices to keep 

law enforcement from easily removing 
them.

Additional resources were requested 
through mutual aid including additional 
officers and extrication teams.

After dispersal orders were given at each 
location along 470th Street, a total of 23 
people were arrested after refusing to leave 
the area. The 23 people arrested were from 
the following states: Massachusetts, Ore-
gon, Maine, Illinois, South Dakota, Wash-
ington D.C., New York and Texas.

All the people arrested and booked into 
local county jails are being held on prob-
able cause holds for public nuisance and 
obstructing legal process.

Meanwhile, Democratic lawmakers 

Replacement project moves closer to Q4 completion

See LINE 3 page 15
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