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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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For the first time in Aitkin, a “Walk-to-
End Alzheimer’s” event took place on 
Sept. 26.

Hospital prepares to build in the spring! 
Employees and board members of River-
wood Healthcare Center gathered for a 
groundbreaking event.

Aitkin Habitat for Humanity site is dedicated - Kara Anderson and her 
children will be the owners of the new Habitat for Humanity home to 
be built. The site was blessed Oct. 13 with many guests on hand in-
cluding Pastors Larry Burg and John Baker. Darlene Munneke spoke.

Preparing for this year’s Pumpkin Patch are, from left: Aitkin 
Women of Today President Jennifer Kinzer, Catherine Aysta, Te-
resa Rom and Kay Hill.

Garrison fire-
men spray the 
smoldering 
wreckage of 
a small plane 
which car-
ried two area 
men, Clint 
Reem and 
Russ Nelson 
to their death 
near Big Pine 
Lake this past 
Sunday.

Homecoming royalty - Scott Cum-
mings and Jennifer Knutson were 
crowned 1975 Aitkin High School 
Homecoming king and queen.

1975, 2000, 2020

condensation issues and the 
musty odor.

“I lost three mattresses 
that had condensation 
dripped on them,” Gillette 
said. 

The roof was taken off, in-
sulation put in and the roof 

replaced.  Some roof trusses 
that were rotted from mois-
ture were also replaced, but 
the moldy ceiling tiles were 
not replaced, according to 
Gillette. 

“I bought an ionizing unit 
to try to clean the air, which 
helped temporarily, but 
customers would mention 

regarding ATVs, with regulations from 
the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources and elsewhere.

But making Aitkin County’s stance 
clear, he said, would make riders 
safer.

“Simple is the word I would use. 
Simple to understand, simple to en-
force,” Guida explained. “Very black 
and white situation.”

Guida added that he had looked at 
several other counties’ regulations, 
and that he and his deputies have 
witnessed numerous vehicle vs. ATV 
incidents.

“Every single time, the ATV loses,” 
Guida said. “The best spot for them is 
on the soft shoulder of the road.”

“We gain a lot of benefit from peo-
ple coming to Aitkin County,” he 
added. “We’re not going to have a sit-
uation where they’re not going to be 
here.”

Guida was unable to attend the Oct. 

13 meeting, and while the ATV com-
mittee agreed with the recommenda-
tion and brought that forward to the 
county board, there were disagree-
ments.

County Commissioner Don Niemi 
pointed out there isn’t a soft shoulder 
everywhere.

“It just doesn’t seem you could al-
ways be on the shoulder and be safe,” 
he said.

County Engineer John Welle also 
pointed out that fact, and added that 
long grass in ditches can hide danger-
ous obstacles. Commissioner Laurie 
Westerlund said that the ground in 
the county is often wet, and she was 
in favor of letting the ATV drivers on 
the road, but discussion then went to 
how much road an ATV could occupy.

County Administrator Jessica Seib-
ert pointed out at the meeting that 
law enforcement wanted to draw a 
clear line to keep ATV riders as safe as 
possible.

In the end, with the trails closing 
Oct. 31, Seibert suggested opening the 
ordinance up for written comments 
and then possibly holding a public 
hearing.

The issue will come back before 
the county board in November, and 
hopes are to have the revision in place 
before trails reopen in May.

In other items before the county 
board Oct. 13:

• The board heard the county’s 
audit review from Kristen Houle of 
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP. The audit 
was conducted in three phases, and 
no major problems were found.

• The board approved the bid of 
$111,365 from Nelson Roofing out 
of Hibbing to replace the roof on the 
county’s Health and Human Services 
building.

• In Seibert’s county administrator 
update, she said the landscaping at 
the government center is done, and 
courtroom one is open.

• Various projection 
technology, including tele-
visions, projectors, screens 
and Apple TVs

• Interactive boards
• New intercom, paging, 

bells and speakers
• Printers and copy ma-

chines
• Offsite data backup 

and protection
• Battery-powered 

backup systems.
Aitkin Superintendent 

Dan Stifter has gone on 
record in favor of the levy, 
submitting a pair of letters 
to the editor outlining the 
potential good it would do.

He also said that the levy 
is “nothing big or flashy,” 
designed to address the 
district’s current needs.

“I see this helping us 
maintain whatever the lat-
est technology is,” Stifter 
said. “I see this keeping 

our bus fleet up to date 
and safe.

“This is to maintain what 
we’re doing,” he added.  
“Ten years from now, we’ll 
see where we’re at.”

However, what isn’t ad-
dressed in the CPL is the 
district’s lack of a long-
range strategic plan, one 
that will address the dis-
trict’s funding into the fu-
ture, along with potential 
wants and needs. When 
the CPL was first agreed 
on in July, members of the 
school board addressed 
the lack of that long-range 
plan.

The board has agreed 
since then that cuts will 
still need to be made, and 
the district is in need of 
that long-range financial 
plan.

“It will be one of our pri-
orities once we are able to 
move beyond the COVID-
19 challenges,” Stifter said.
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Dr. Ann Johnson offers the full range of OBGYN care with expertise in high risk pregnancies and minimally invasive
surgery. Whether it’s a pregnancy journey or another women’s health issue, she cherishes the opportunity to care for
each patient with skill and compassion.Now seeing patients in Aitkin. For an appointment, call 218-927-5566.

Introducing Dr. Ann Johnson
Obstetrician & Gynecologist

RiverwoodHealthcare.org

Mon., Thurs., Fri.
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wed.
1 p.m.-7 p.m.

Sat.
8 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

104 Fourth St. NW, Aitkin
218-927-6383

Dr. Jenna
Kuiken

Paul
Kuiken

ACCEPTING MEDICARE,
BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD

We no longer have the 218-927-3709 number.
So please just list 218-927-6383.

Paul
Kuiken

Dr. Jenna
Kuiken

Dr.

ACCEPTING MEDICARE,
BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD

Monday,
Thursday,

Friday
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday
1 p.m.-7 p.m.

Saturday
8 a.m.-

10:30 a.m.
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JEANNE SCHRAM  PHOTOS

Kara Anderson and her children, Damon and Adriana, will be the owners of the new 
Habitat for Humanity home soon to be built. The site was blessed Oct. 13 with many 
guests on hand. The Riverboat Ramblers sang a couple patriotic songs.

This bench was presented as a gift to the new homeown-
ers. Adriana stands behind it.

Cara Shaver, president of 
the Habitat for Humanity 
Board.

Pastor Larry Burg was 
among those particpating 
in giving blessings. Pastor 
John Baker and Darlene 
Munneke also spoke.

Aitkin Habitat for 
Humanity building 

site is dedicated, 
celebrated

Damon M. and Irene W. painted rocks, which was one of 
the children’s activities at the event.

Aitkin/ District 
pursuing levy
Continued from page 1

ATVs/ County looks for ordinance revision
Continued from page 1

Offices/ Mold was an issue for other tenants
Continued from page 1 that it smelled moldy when 

they came in,” Gillette said. 
“You can’t sell mattresses or 
linens that smell musty or 
moldy. This situation with 
mold and dampness had 
a lot to do with my moving 
out at the end of October 
2019.”

The Beanery was located 
in the same space prior to 
Crosby Mattress, but the 
owners declined to com-
ment about any issues they 
may have had prior to mov-
ing out. 

In 2019, when the Ait-
kin City Council discussed 
appropriating money to 
clean and update the space 
for use by the city admin-
istrator’s staff, the subject 
of ceiling tile replacement 
came up. The city requested 
approval at its Jan. 6 regu-
lar city council meeting to 
spend additional money on 
the replacement of ceiling 
tiles.

“Once you get into a re-
modeling project, things are 
revealed that were not ap-
parent previously. The ceil-
ing tiles crumbled when the 
contractor started to install 
the office lighting, and some 
of the ceiling tile needs to 
be replaced,” said council 
member Leeann Moriarty.

The city approved two 
change orders to allow the 
additional money to be 
spent on replacing floor-
ing and ceiling tiles, with 
council member Erin Wag-
ner opposing. Wagner said 
that spending city money 
on permanent changes to a 
rental property concerned 
her. Wagner said it would 
have been better to know 
about all of this up front, 
before the choosing the 209 
Minnesota Ave. location.

Moriarty responded that 
these were things the city 
did not foresee.
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YOU HAVE ONE SHOT TO AVOID IT. GET YOUR FLU VACCINE.

No year is a good year to get the flu.

BUT THIS YEAR, DON’T RISK
GETTING FLU AND COVID.

Isle Clinic: Outdoor Canopy
October 6, 7, 9, 14
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Onamia Ambulance Garage
October 8, 14, 15
12:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

For most efficient care, please call to schedule a flu shot
appointment.Walk-ins will need to wait.

Aitkin Habitat for Humanity almost ready for 2020

BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

The COVID-19 pandemic has not been 
gentle on Aitkin County’s Habitat for Hu-
manity this year.

In March, Habitat International shut 
down construction projects because of the 
large number of volunteers involved – and 
as a result, Aitkin County’s home recipient 
Kara Anderson has been waiting ever since.

“It’s a very strange year,” said Aitkin 
County Habitat for Humanity Director Ann 
Schwartz. “Normally we would’ve poured 
the slab by July.”

This year’s home project has been beset 
with issues related to the pandemic, includ-
ing rising costs and lack of materials.

But with a home now coming from 
Wausau Homes, Schwartz said last week 
that the organization is hopeful they would 
have Anderson and her children in the 
home by March 2021.

Normally the family would be able to 
move in around Thanksgiving or early De-
cember.

Anderson, a single mother with two chil-
dren who lives in Aitkin, was selected as 
the home recipient in March of this year. 
She will receive the home with a 0% loan, 
one that Habitat for Humanity holds as the 
owner pays it off.

Habitat for Humanity also fundraises and 
pursues grants to cover the costs of building 
a new home. Fundraising this year, how-
ever, has been anything but simple.

The Toolin’ Tour ride had to be canceled, 
but a silent auction is taking place on Face-
book and can be found by searching “Toolin 
Tour Silent Auction.”

Items needed for that silent auction in-
clude: art, jewelry, photographs, designer 
handbags, biker gear, small appliances, 

cookware, garden stuff, bird feeders, sports 
gear, wooden chairs, small tables, bicycles, 
boats, kayaks, fishing gear and tools, but no 
furniture, clothing or books.

Other garage sales and resales also have 
been taking place. Schwartz said that appli-
ances, furniture, bedding, blankets and the 
like will be accepted for Habitat for Human-
ity’s construction garage sale.

In addition, Kara’s mother, Kathy Robb, 
started an online fundraiser at givemn.org, 
which can be found by searching Aitkin 
County Habitat for Humanity.

“I just can’t say enough good things 
about Kara and her mother, Kathy, who are 
working with us on this,” Schwartz said.

So far, Schwartz said the group has raised 
about $135,000, which would normally 
cover the cost of the project. However, 
Schwartz said they are attempting to raise 
an extra $40,000 because of the rising con-
struction costs.

She is also hoping for a $15,000 donation 
to cover a garage on the new house.

“This time we don’t know the final cost,” 
Schwartz said. “Everything is such an un-
known. There are shortages, there is price 
gouging.”

Schwartz said that the goal of the group is 
to have a house payment of $500 a month, 
with taxes and insurance at $200 a month.

“Our main goal is to have a decent and af-
fordable home for a local family,” Schwartz 
said. “To keep it affordable when everything 
keeps increasing is very, very difficult.”

In the meantime, Schwartz said the group 
is actively trying to recruit volunteers to 
start the work on the home.

“We really need bodies,” said Schwartz, 
adding that some work will start in about 
two weeks, be finished – and then work will 
resume again in about three months.

Schwartz said Habitat for Humanity will 

Delays due to COVID-19 mean house build for this year starting late, set to be completed early next year

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Kara Anderson (at right) and Amanda Mosher-Fort helped run a rummage sale this 
summer with proceeds benefitting the Aitkin County Habitat for Humanity 2020 house 
build. They are pictured on a custom-built bench made by Amanda and her husband 
Justin. The bench was donated to the Aitkin County Habitat for Humanity online auc-
tion.

provide safety protocols – including masks, 
eye protection, hard hats and hand sani-
tizer – for those who volunteer. They need 
able-bodied volunteers for the hard work, 
but she said she would not turn down help 
from those unable to work on the actual 
construction.

“If you’re not physically able to help us 
and want to help us, we’ll find a way,” she 
said. If interested in volunteering, go to 
habitatforhumanityaitkincounty.com.

Meanwhile, the “Blessing Our Build” 
event will take place Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 5 
p.m. at the build site. It’s being done in-
stead of a traditional groundbreaking due 
to the pandemic. It will be invitation only. 
Schwartz said she is hopeful the commu-
nity will drive by, honk, put a sign up or 
otherwise show its support.

If interested in donating silent auction 
items or helping with the build, call 218-
927-5656.

Walking for memory

JENNIFER EISENBART  PHOTO

For the first time in Aitkin, a “Walk to End Alzheimer’s” event took place. On Sept. 26, 
a large volunteer group gathered in the park by Bremer Bank to collect money in the 
search for a cure for the disease. Here, two volunteers return with donations.

County HHS lays out set of 
legislative priorities for board
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

The Aitkin County Health and Human 
Services department outlined the top legis-
lative priorities set by a recent meeting of the 
Association of Minnesota Counties Health 
and Human Services Policy Committee at 
the Sept. 22 Aitkin County Board meeting.

This year, the group selected four priori-
ties, rather than the usual three, because of 
a tie for the third item. The Aitkin County 
Board will then have to approve those se-
lected priorities. Aitkin County HHS Di-
rector Cynthia Bennett expects to see that 
happen.

“I have no reason to think our county 
would not support those,” Bennett said.

The No. 1 priority was to continue tele-
health and Department of Human Services 

waivers that allow that flexibility, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The No. 2 priority was to continue support 
of COVID-19 response efforts and funding 
for them, while No. 3 was a tie between a re-
design of the DHS structure and working on 
DHS budget solutions.

Also at the meeting, Bennett discussed 
a Sept. 4 virtual meeting with Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar about mental health services 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Bennett 
said there has been a rise in the number of 
mental health-related conditions and that 
the state’s crisis line was offering services to 
all professionals and service providers who 
might need to use the resource. Bennett 
said the reason for the call was to ensure 
that there was adequate funding in any new 
COVID-19 relief packages for mental health 
and substance use disorder populations.

BY LYNNE JACOBS
Aitkin County CARE

As the COVID-19 crisis 
continues, so does people’s 
need to safely obtain basic 
necessities. More and more, 
folks are turning to online 
grocery services to get their 

essentials delivered as they 
try to stay social distanced.  

If you’ve never shopped 
for groceries online, this can 
be a challenge. Both Paul-
beck’s County Market in 
Aitkin and Ukura’s Big Dol-
lar in McGregor offer online 
ordering.

In addition, Aitkin County 
CARE has provided funds 
for free delivery and pickup.  
If you need help setting up 
an online account, staff at 
Aitkin County CARE are 
ready to help.

Call 218-927-1383 to 
reach Aitkin County CARE.

Free grocery delivery in Aitkin County


