[image: ]Aitkin County Land DepartmentMinutes of 
Natural Resources Advisory Committee
September 13, 2021; 6:30 PM,
Long Lake Conservation Center


502 Minnesota Ave N
Aitkin, MN 56431
218-927-7364
 
e-mail: acld@co.aitkin.mn.us


Attending:
Judy Blomberg (Chair), Dave Lange (Vice Chair), Anne Marcotte (County Commissioner), Brian Napstad (County Commissioner), Carroll Janzen, Frank Turnock, Galen Tveit, Jim Berg, Kevin Insley, Dale Shipp, Bob Lake, Russ Hoppe, Bob Marcum, James Bixby, Jessica Perrine, Steve Hughes, Walt Ford, Lynn Mizner (Age), Dave McMillan (LLCC), Beth Haasken (LLCC), DJ Thompson (ACLD), and Rich Courtemanche (ACLD).

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 by Chair Judy Blomberg.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by Carroll Janzen and seconded by Dave Lange to approve the agenda, passed.

A motion was made by Brian Napstad and seconded by Anne Marcotte to approve the minutes of the August meeting, passed.

August Timber Auction – DJ Thompson handed out a summary of the results from the sealed bid timber auction held on August 11.  All 18 tracts sold, and aspen pulp and bolts sold for an average of $39.82 per cord.  A total of 10,025 cords of wood sold for $292,060.30.  Detailed summary is attached.

Culvert Location Project – Steve Hughes from the Aitkin County Soil and Water Conservation District gave a presentation on a culvert location project that his office has been working on. With a survey grade GPS unit, they are measuring the top height and bottom depth of both ends of culverts to determine if it is functioning properly.  Accuracy of the GPS unit is about 1/3 of an inch both horizontally and vertically.  For now, it is mainly the township roads being inventoried. Shamrock, McGregor, and Workman Townships have been completed to date. 

LLCC Report – Dave McMillan reported some good news from LLCC along with some not so good news.  With school budgets and Covid issues, a handful of schools are rescheduling their fall trip to the center.  This is 5th and 6th graders primarily.  They are getting some smaller groups and have hosted the Northern Night Star Fest.  The astronomy program got a boost with the donation of a 10” telescope from Al Ferber.  LLCC is hoping for a very robust winter and spring. Hopefully the tipping point is getting a vaccine approved for the kids.



Parks and Trails Report – See attached reports 

October ATV Ride – DJ Thompson informed the group that the October meeting, which is usually a tour of some sorts, will be an ATV ride on the new Emily Connector Trail.  We will meet in the parking area of the Blind Lake Trail just off County Road 3.  DJ will be sending out notices to determine who will be on the ride and what is needed for ATVs.

Meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. with a motion from Frank Turnock and a second from Bob Lake.





Next Meeting is the ATV ride
Minutes submitted by DJ Thompson
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