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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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Todd Larson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Spen-
cer Larson, caught a two-pound north-
ern, the largest fish brought in at the 
Aitkin Jaycee’s Fishing Contest this past 
Sunday.

Phil Steger (left), founder of Brother Jusus, 
watches as Doug Green (right), CEO of American 
Peat Technology signs the agreement to provide 
granular peat for use in the Aitkin County Process. 
APT’s peat harvesting area is in the background.

Partakers of Rich Courtemanche’s Cajun Cooking Class at Aitkin 
High School got the full meal deal. Background music played 
while students cooked spicy dishes. Pictured are Holly Hansen, 
Deerwood and Courtemanche.

Observing 
the local Mrs. 
Jaycees Week 
event were 
20 members 
of the Aitrkin 
Mrs. Jaycees.
The Mrs. Jay-
cees 1975-76 
President is 
Gwen Dickey.

Cub Scouts receiving awards at the Blue and Gold Banquet, 
front, from left: Billy Banks, Mike Fossen, John Heise, Phil-
lip Hollingsworth, Clark Young; back: Roland Hill, Kenny 
Kochevar, Brad Nelson, Robbie Adams, Joe Gravelle, Dean 
Lamke, Jeff Sterling; Todd Swedberg not present.

1976, 2001, 2021

Be sure to visit www.hometownsource.com
to check out this contest.

CUTEST COUPLE
PHOTO CONTEST

WIN PRIZES
FOR VOTED PHOTO

STaRTS FEBRuaRy 1ST &
RuNS THROugH
FEBRuaRy 28TH

(one photo per day)

VOTINg TakES PlaCE
MaRCH 1ST THROugH

MaRCH 15TH
(one vote per day)

MEDIA

EAST CENTRAL MINNESOTA
of

CLUES ACROSS
1. Gather a harvest
5. Federal Republic of Germany
8. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
11. “The Little Mermaid”
13. The common gibbon
14. Volcanic island in Fiji
15. Mother of Perseus
16. Egg cells
17. Teams’ best pitchers
18. Credit associations
20. Advance
21. Hair styling products
22. Benign tumors
25. Arriving early
30. Called it a career
31. __ Paulo, city
32. Avoid with trickery
33. Easter egg
38. Veterans battleground
41. Lack of success
43. Thing that causes disgust
45. Deep, continuing sound
47. Ancient kingdom near Dead Sea
49. You might put it in a fire
50. Partner to “oohed”
55. Actor Idris
56. Slippery
57. Plant of the bean family
59. One point north of northeast
60. Patti Hearst’s captors
61. Places to hang clothes
62. Midwife
63. Of she
64. S. Korean statesman

CLUES DOWN
1. Cool!
2. Amounts of time
3. Aboriginal people of Japan
4. Popular veggies
5. Wedding accessory
6. Deep, narrow gorges
7. Dry cereal
8. Competitions that require speed
9. Cain and __

10. Snake sound
12. Type of amino acid (abbr.)
14. Pattern of notes in Indian music
19. Satisfy
23. Misfire
24. Nearsightedness
25. Indicates before
26. Increase motor speed
27. When you hope to get there
28. Indicates position
29. Where rockers perform
34. Substitute
35. __ juris: of one’s own right
36. Earliest form of modern human
in Europe: __-magnon
37. Adult female bird
39. Do away with

40. Lens
41. Flattened appendage
42. Post or pillar in Greek temple
44. Amedieval citizen of Hungary
45. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
congregation
46. Abba __, Israeli politician
47. Sew
48. Evergreen trees and shrubs
having oily one-seeded fruits
51. Swiss river
52. Grayish-white
53. A way to illustrate
54. College basketball superpower
58. Midway between south and
southeast

CROSSWORD PUZZLE • FEBRUARY 3 - FEBRUARY 9
AITKIN AGE • MILLE LACS MESSENGER • BARGAIN HUNTER
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WEDNESDAY  2-3

HI:
LO:
Mostly 
cloudy with 
an 18% chance of precip-
itation. Wind SSE at10 
mph.

THURSDAY  2-4

HI:
LO:
A 60% 
chance of 
snow. 1-3 inches. Wind NW 
at 14 mph.

FRIDAY 2-5

HI:
LO:
Cloudy with 
a 12% chance 
of snow. Wind NW at 11 
mph.

SATURDAY  2-6

HI:
LO:
Cloudy with a 
5% chance of 
snow. Wind NW at 11 mph.

SUNDAY  2-7

HI:
LO:
Partly cloudy 
with a 4% 
chance of snow. Wind NW 
at 7 mph.

MONDAY  2-8

HI:
LO:
Partly cloudy 
with an 8% 
chance of snow. Wind NW 
at 5 mph.

weather
31 
0

7
-5

2 
-19

-5
-23

1
-16

TUESDAY  2-9

HI:
LO:
Partly cloudy 
with a 4% 
chance of snow. Wind 
WNW at 5 mph.

5 
-12

32 
28

next seven 
days

Thursday 
2.4.21
  Community Meal: 5-5:30 p.m., 
First Lutheran Church, Aitkin. 

Saturday 
2.6.21
  Ruby’s Pantry: 9-10:30 a.m., 
drive through at The Journey 
North Church, Aitkin. $20.

Monday
2.8-21
  Community Meal: 5-5:30 p.m. 
First Lutheran Church, Aitkin. 

Because of COVID-19 
restrictions, AARP tax aide 
help is not yet being offered.

Local tax aides are waiting 
for approval from AARP Na-
tional  Foundation  to help 
people prepare their taxes 
as in previous years. 

If they are allowed to 
open sites, it will be by ap-
pointment only and clients 
must wait in their vehicles 
with a cellphone to be con-
tacted by the counseler and 
quality reviewer.

When notice arrives, 
an announcement will be 
placed in the Aitkin Inde-
pendent Age with the open-
ing date and a number to 
call for an appointment. 
Posters will be placed in the 
area as well as at the Aitkin 
Public Library. Please do 
not call the library.

AARP tax help

Blood drive 
coming to 
Palisade

The American Red Cross 
will hold a blood drive at 
Palisade Assembly of God 
Church, 209 3rd St. N, Pali-
sade, Feb. 11.

The drive will run from 
noon-6 p.m. Participants 
are eligible to receive a $5 
Amazon gift card.

For an appointment, call 
218-845-3893.

Riverwood to host 
stress seminar

Riverwood Healthcare 
Center continues to offer 
virtual forums with COVID-
19 updates regularly to 
inform the public of local 
issues and information.

The next forum will be of-
fered via Zoom on Thursday, 
Feb. 4, 2:30-3 p.m. Psychi-
atric Mental Health Nurse 
Practitioner Janet Larson 
will present information on 
COVID-induced stress dis-
order, the symptoms and 
healthy ways to cope with 
them.

The program will include 
a question-and-answer ses-
sion.

Sign up with an opportu-
nity to submit questions in 
advance at rwhealth.zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_
T69iGA9NTvaJPpo09o-Gdg.

This forum invitation link 
is posted on Riverwood’s 
website; simply click on the 
COVID-19 link at the top of 
the homepage to see forum 
invitations and recordings, 
vaccine information and 
more.

To be added to the email 
list for invitations to River-
wood virtual forums email 
healthyliving@rwhealth.org

Aitkin one-act qualifies for sections
Aitkin High School’s one-

act play, “Darklight” by 
Lindsay Price, won its Min-
nesota State High School 
League one-act virtual com-
petition over the weekend.

Director Kelly Blake said 
that the group received no-
tice that it had won Sunday 

afternoon.
“We are very excited to 

advance to sectionals,” 
Blake said.

Now comes the challeng-
ing part for Aitkin – only one 
play will be chosen from 
this next weekend’s section 
competition.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, all schools are 
submitting recordings of 
their performances. Aitkin 
will attempt a new recording 
with any improvements this 
week, and will have to win 
the section competition to 
advance to state.

JENNIFER EISENBART PHOTO
Aitkin High School’s one-act competition play “Darklight” took first place at its Minne-
sota State High School League subsection over the weekend, qualifying for sections.

Ruby’s Pantry will dis-
tribute food from 9-10:30 
a.m., Saturday, Feb. 6, at 
The Journey North Church 
parking lot in Aitkin.

The fee is $20 for approx-
imately $120 worth of food.

This is a drive-through 
event.

Ruby’s Pantry 
set for Saturday

4-H fruit sale 
underway

The Aitkin County 4-H is 
once again doing its annual 
fruit sale fundraiser.

Sales will run now through 
Feb. 20. Distribution will be 
on Friday, March 12. Con-
tact your Aitkin County 4-H 
members to purchase.

For more information, 
call the 4-H Extension Office 
at 218-927-7321.

Jaques juried show 
seeks entries

The Jaques Art Center is 
starting to seek entries for its 
annual juried art show.

The show, with the theme 
“Happy Trails” this year, 
will run from May 7 through 
June 26.

Artists are free to inter-
pret “Happy Trails” how-
ever they wish. Prizes for 
first, second and third will 
be awarded in fine art, pho-

tography, 3D/sculpture and 
student artwork.

There will also be awards 
for the Best of Show and 
the Carroll W. Heft People’s 
Choice Award, voted on 
during the exhibition.

Entry fee is $30 all pieces, 
except for $10 student en-
tries. For more information, 
contact the Jaques Art Cen-
ter at 218-927-2363.

Sno-Drifters set for 
vintage run Feb. 13

The Aitkin Sno-Drifters 
are scheduled for their an-
nual vintage snowmobile 
ride Saturday, Feb. 13.

The event is scheduled to 
begin at 11 a.m. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, there 
will be no official show or 
trophies, with multiple reg-
istration and starting points.

Those starting points are:
• The 40 Club, 950 2nd St. 

N
• The Landing, 145 South-

gate
• Sno-Drifters clubhouse, 

1070 Air Park Dr.
• The Joint, eight miles 

south on Hwy. 169
• VFW Post 1727, 36558, 

410th Ave.
Registration is free, start-

ing at 10 a.m. The run will be 
self-guided from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m.  A $5 fun run card can 
be purchased for a chance to 
win prizes.

For more information, 
contact Janet Donner at 
218-232-2668 or email her 
at donner_j@yahoo.com.

Visit the Age at www.aitkinage.com
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Looking for local whiskey? APT joins Brother Justus

American Peat Technology (APT) re-
cently entered into a formal agreement with 
Minneapolis-based microdistillery Brother 
Justus Whiskey Co. to provide Aitkin Coun-
ty-sourced peat products for use in Minne-
sota-made whiskey.

As all scotch aficionados know, peated 
whiskey is a type of spirit that originated in 
the Scottish Highlands.

In the traditional Scotch process, smoke 
from peat fires is used to stop the malting 
process after the grains germinate. In that 
process, the smoke and flavor of the peat 
fire are transferred onto the grain and even-
tually into the finished spirit.

Brother Justus has developed an inno-
vative process to capture that smoky, peaty 
taste without the need to burn peat. They 
call the resulting spirit a “cold-peated” 
American, single-malt whiskey. Because of 
the partnership with APT, and in keeping 
with Brother Justus’ commitment to evoke 
Minnesota’s rich heritage, the distiller 
named the new method the Aitkin County 
Process.

“We are excited to partner with Brother 
Justus in the Aitkin County Process,” said 
Doug Green, APT’s CEO. “This partner-
ship started with APT’s peat granulation 
technology and is continuing because the 
market for our products is strong.” APT’s 
primary business is to produce granular 
peat products for use in the agriculture and 
water remediation industries. They never 
imagined a scenario where their peat would 
be used to make whiskey.

“I wanted to make a peated whiskey that 
would let people taste the unique flavors 
and history of Minnesota’s abundant peat-
lands,” said Brother Justus founder and 
CEO Phil Steger. “The traditional method of 
peating whiskey burns all that up. The del-
icate, complex flavors that took thousands 
of years to develop are lost, and what you 
taste is mostly smoke. We needed to invent 
a new way around that waste. To do that, we 
needed a partner producer who knows peat 
better than anybody else, so we reached out 
to APT.

“The peat granulation process they de-
veloped is unique in the world. It’s the key 
to our ‘Aitkin County Process’ for making 
‘cold-peated’ whiskey. Together, I think we 
have created a totally new type of peated 
whiskey that will impact the spirits industry 
in the years ahead.”

Brother Justus sources its materials, as 
much as possible, from Minnesota. They 
start with barley grown in the Eastern Great 
Plains, including northwestern Minnesota, 
and malted in Minnesota in their own fer-
mentation method. They age their whiskey 
in barrels made in Avon, Minnesota, from 
white oak grown in Todd County. 

The name of Brother Justus comes from 
a Benedictine monk who lived in the St. 
Cloud area during Prohibition. Brother Jus-
tus crafted high-quality stills for area farm-
ers who were being crushed by a physical 
and economic glut of grain during the Farm 
Depression of the 1920s. He taught them to 
distill their surplus grain into whiskey and 

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Phil Steger (left), founder of Brother Justus, watches as Doug Green (right), CEO of 
American Peat Technology, signs the agreement to provide granular peat for use in the 
Aitkin County Process. APT’s peat harvesting area is in the background.

Microdistillery uses Aitkin County peat for its whiskey

in doing so, he offered them a way to re-
main solvent.

“Minnesota is blessed with everything it 
needs for a world-class single malt distill-
ery: Water from the limestone-rich Upper 
Mississippi, barley from the prairie, and 

oak from hardwood forests,” according to 
Steger. “Our whiskeys are made from these 
natural treasures. And now, because of 
Minnesota’s iconic boreal peatlands and 
APT, we can make a first-in-history cold-
peated whiskey, as well.”

their own businesses. Loggers, railroad 
workers and farmers are among the group.

Some of the round table folks went to 
high school together in Aitkin.

One couple who is not a regular part of 
the group, but often came in to visit with 
Blakesley, was Linda and Lyle Carr from 
Aitkin. Linda and Jack were in the same 
grade at school, and Blakesley had recently 
reconnected with them. After that, the 

Carrs would come in to the cafe often to 
meet and visit with their friend.

Gabby’s Eats and Treats owner Gail Ke-
arney said, “Jack came in here every single 
day that we were open. The others at the 
round table would come and go, but Jack 
was here pretty much every afternoon and 
evening.  People would stop in just to sit 
and have lunch or dinner and visit with 
him, and the others would come and go, 
but Jack was a constant. We miss him al-
ready.”

Blakesley/Local woodsman dies
Continued from page 1

Vortex/Few issues with extreme cold
company will tell residents to run their 
water, just a pencil size stream, to prevent 
frozen pipes.

“Trying to fix broken or frozen water 
lines can be miserable,” Cluff said. “We ar-
en’t there yet.”

The Sheriff’s Office is always equipped to 
respond to weather related emergencies. 

At whatever time you happen to be reading 
this, day or night, there are at least two offi-
cers out on patrol, in case a vehicle should 
break down.

“Our 911 dispatch center is open 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year,” Guida said. 
“We are all very willing to go out in the cold, 
in the snow, in the wind to provide emer-
gency services.”

Continued from page 1

Hill City Hall now reopened
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

The city hall in Hill City has reopened 
after being generally closed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

City hall has continued to operate 
throughout the pandemic, setting up a 
drive-up with the former Woodland Bank 
building. However, the public was not al-
lowed in the building for about six months.

“We just ask that people sign in for track-
ing,” said Mayor Lonnie Lee. He said social 
distancing rules are enforced, as are mask 
and shield policies.

“We’ve never had a problem being over-
run with people,” he said.

In other news from the Feb. 9 Hill City 
Council meeting:

• The city council decided at the meet-
ing to solicit bids to move forward with the 
renovation of city hall, which is the former 
Woodland Bank building.

Lee said that the work had been decided 
on since before he took office, and the city 
is looking at new flooring and carpeting, 
painting the walls in the building and up-
grading the exterior.

The city is also looking at the purchase of 
a digital sign for the building.

Line 3 protests continue 
as numbers questioned
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

Enbridge and its Line 3 Replacement 
Project garnered a number of headlines 
last week, as the project drew protests, 
studies showed the company didn’t have 
the number of local employees it had 
promised – and a Friday afternoon evac-
uation.

According to a press release issued by 
the Carlton County Sheriff’s Department, 
a suspicious device was found on the 
3200 block of Ditchbank Road in Perch 
Lake Township.

Forty residences were evacuated in 
a 1/2-mile radius around the incident, 
though a safety alert mistakenly went 
out to surrounding counties – including 
Aitkin. The press release indicated a pro-
test had been going on prior to the device 
being found and that the protest was re-
lated to the Line 3 project.

The device was found not to be ex-
plosive in nature, according to another 
release issued later in the day. The evacu-
ees were allowed to return home and the 
sheriff’s office indicated that an investi-
gation involving the department and law 
enforcement partners was ongoing.

In related news last week, several news 
outlets reported that the Line 3 project 

was failing to employee Minnesota resi-
dents.

The stories cited a fourth quarter, 2020 
employment report, indicating 4,642 peo-
ple were working on the Line 3 project – 
only 1,548 of which were from Minnesota.

Whether those numbers are accurate 
approaching the third month of 2021 re-
mains unclear.

Meanwhile, regardless of whether the 
employees are local or not, northern Ait-
kin County is seeing benefits. In Hill City, 
population 600, there is not a hotel room 
or apartment left to be rented according 
to Mayor Lonnie Lee.

“Everything that can be rented in Hill 
City is rented,” said Lee in a telephone in-
terview last week. “Our local businesses 
have picked up significantly and we have 
new businesses that are in the process of 
being started.

An example, Lee said, is a new coffee 
shop getting ready to open in the down-
town area.

“They’re going to have a bakery in 
there,” he said. “Light lunches, gourmet 
things.”

Lee said that the influx of employees 
has not appeared to cause any issues.

“So far, everybody’s been very polite,” 
he said. “They’re very polite, very easy to 
get along with.”


