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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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Aitkin Lions poster contest

No injuries in Quadna Mountain Fire

Students know ‘write’ way to preserve hunting 
tradition - Riceland Chapter of Minnesota
Deer Hunters Association essay contest winners

Paulbeck’s New Store Opens

The Aitkin Lions recently held a poster contest for seventh 
grade art students. Winners were, from left: Nevaeh Donnelly, 
Madison Peterson, Imara Anderson, Ed Koch, Costalee Strong 
and Braxton Huse. Not pictured: Keggan Schmidt and Levi 
Farrell.

A 16-unit villa at Quadna Mountain was completely destroyed by fire 
on March 17. Nine volunteer fire departments from around the region 
responded to the fire.

Winning the “An Aitkin County Tradition” essay contest were, from left: 
Adam Janzen, Katrina Schwartz and Brian Holte. Janzen and Holte tied 
for first place in the non-fiction category while Schwartz took first in 
the fiction division.

Paulbeck’s Red Owl opened at its new store in Aitkin at the junction of Highways 169 and 
47. The store features a bakery, a self-service meat section with pre-packaged, weighed 
and priced meat with no waiting. The section also offers bulk cheese. The store features 
self-operating electric doors, the first ever in Aitkin.

Riverwood Healthcare’s team is actively monitoring COVID-19. For everyone’s safety, if you have symptoms that you
feel may be consistent with COVID-19, or if you feel that you’ve been exposed to COVID-19, please call our helpline.

RiverwoodCOVID-19Helpline: 844-428-1323

MNDept. of Health Helpline: 651-201-3920

For more information, please visit RiverwoodHealthcare.org/covid-19

(Mon−Fri, 7a−5p)

(7 days/week, 7a−7p)

We can all help
stop the spread of
the coronavirus.

Together, we will.

$ 1  •  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2020

HELP THE MISSION
Historical Society needs volunteers 
See Page B1

aitkinage.com

Betty Gage
Ronald Morosey
Floyd Vikla
Dawn Waddick
Marshall Harris
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Dance coach contract not renewed as board divided
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
jeisenbart@aitkinage.com

In spite of numerous other cancellations 
and news on the coronavirus dominating 
the headlines Monday, March 16, the pros-
pects regarding the Aitkin All-Starz dance 
team packed the Aitkin School Board meet-
ing.

About 50 parents, coaches, dancers and 
former team members filled the Aitkin High 
School library in spite of new warnings 
about social distancing, and were heard 
as the school board ultimately decided not 
to renew the contract of Kate Schmaltz, a 
three-year head coach of the All-Starz.

It was a divided board, as the vote was 
5-2.

The issue had drawn much attention in 
the community throughout the competi-
tive season, and the issue was bumped to 
the top of Monday night’s agenda due to the 
large number of attendees.

Before discussion began on the topic, 

however, Chairperson Cindi Hills asked the 
large crowd to remain professional.

“This is not the time for any kind of char-
acter assassination,” Hills said.

The board also asked that the two sides 
condense their comments to two people 
speaking. Speaking for Schmaltz was Lori 
Burgstaler, an Aitkin High School dance 
parent and graduate, as well as the team’s 
only graduating senior, Hailey Bourassa.

Both spoke to the positives Schmaltz 
brought to the program, including con-
tinual reassurance to the team. Burgstaler 
added that she felt that many of the com-
ments made were either lies or exagger-
ations, and felt Schmaltz was owed an 
apology for the number of balls dropped 
during her tenure.

Bourassa read the speech she had made 
at the team’s season-ending banquet, say-
ing, “Thank you for making us a better team 
and overcoming our weaknesses.” JENNIFER EISENBART  PHOTO

Dancers - both current and former - along with coaches and parents packed into the 
Aitkin High School library Monday night to discuss the issue of coach Kate Schmaltz.

Dancers both current, former, parents pack school board meeting March 16 to let opinions be known on All-Starz

Locals stand 
up to support 
each other
Response to COVID-19 results in 
show of strength for others

LYNN MIZNER PHOTO

A 16-Unit villa at Quadna Mountain  was completely destroyed by fire on March 17. Nine volunteer fire departments 
from around the region responded to the fire.

BY LYNN MIZNER
lmizner@aitkinage.com

On March 17 at 2:20 p.m. the Hill 
City Fire Department was dispatched 
to a fire at 525 Quadna Mountain Rd, 
Hill City – a fire that resulted in the 
complete loss of one structure.

Flames and smoke were reported 
coming from the peak of Villa No. 1, 
which contains 16 individual units on 
two floors. Upon arrival, firefighters 
observed flames through the roof on 
the building.

It was quickly verified that no one 
was in any of the units, which are a mix 
of permanent residence and seasonal 

units. The fire quickly spread through 
the attic space throughout the entire 
building. 

Aitkin Fire Chief Brian Pisarek con-
firmed that the building was a com-
plete loss.

Firefighters were able to keep the 
fire from spreading to the adjacent 
villa. All of the units in Villa 1 sus-
tained fire, smoke, and water damage. 
The Red Cross was called in to assist 
residents who were  displaced.

The Hill City Fire Department was 
assisted on the scene by the Grand 
Rapids, Cohasset, Trout Lake, Pali-
sade, Jacobson, Warba, Remer, and 
Aitkin Fire departments, the Aitkin 

County Sheriff’s Office, Hill City Po-
lice Department, Minnesota DNR 
Enforcement Division, and Meds-1 
Ambulance.

No firefighters or residents were in-
jured by the fire. The State Fire Mar-
shal’s office was called in to investigate 
the cause of the fire. 

Firefighters were on the scene until 
11 p.m. and were called back on March 
18 at 7:58 a.m. to investigate hotspots 
that continued to smolder. 

The Hill City Fire Department ex-
pressed appreciation to all of the as-
sisting agencies and to the Hill City 
community for its support with this 
fire. 

No injuries in Quadna Mountain fire, 
but one building a complete loss

BY JENNIFER EISENBART
jeisenbart@aitkinage.com

So much changed so quickly in the last week in Aitkin 
County, it became nearly impossible to keep up with the 
changes.

Schools closed, restaurants and bars went to curbside, 
takeout and delivery only and businesses battled to come 
together with reworked hours and staffing in the face of 
orders from Gov. Tim Walz in the last 10 days.

In spite of it all, a large number of steps forward kept 
communities running.

SCHOOLS LOOK TO DISTANCE LEARNING
Still working with the state’s March 27 deadline – and 

not knowing whether students would return March 30 
– area school districts tackled the problem of distance 
learning this past week.

Aitkin Superintendent Dan Stifter said Friday that 
plans were coming together to provide packets to stu-
dents.

“We still have next week to do some final touches,” he 
said. “The challenge is going to be those students who 
don’t have internet connectivity.”

Stifter said 73 households indicated they do not have 
internet in a survey conducted last week, and about 75 
percent of households participated in the survey.

Meals, meanwhile, were being distributed by school 
bus at bus stops throughout the district, but Stifter said 
that delivery times were still being adjusted. If inter-
ested in school meals, parents of students should call the 
school bus garage at 218-429-0241.

McGregor Schools had its online learning plan posted 
by the end of last week, with separate plans for elemen-
tary and high school students.

While the actual materials were not yet available, a va-
riety of click-through links had been established to gear 
up for the change.

KEEPING THE SHELVES STOCKED
Mike Paulbeck of Paulbeck’s County Market spent 

See DANCE page A9

See COVID-19 page A8

Community Canvas
returns to the
Jaques on

May 8th – July 4th
Photo of artists and attendees at the 2017 community canvas exhibit at the

Jaques Art Center
The Jaques Art Center located at 121 2nd St. NW is giving out free canvases for the
community to paint, draw, put a photo on or materials of your choice, to include in

the upcoming exhibit. Entries should be returned to us by April 15th 2020.
Canvases are free and can be picked up at the center from 11am to 4pm Tues. through
Sat. There are also free classes for those who prefer, on Sat. March 28th from 10am to

noon. There will be over 300 pieces of art positioned on the walls to create a
wonderful mosaic of creativity. The Jaques will have an opening reception for the

artists and the community on Saturday May 16th from noon to 3pm.
Mark your calendar & bring family and friends to this exciting display!

Admission is always FREE at the Jaques!
Call the Jaques at 218-927-2363 to register.

Look for updates on www.jaquesart.com & Facebook.

WHITETAILPROPERTIES .COM

SPECIALIZING IN SELLING HUNTING LAND, RECREATIONAL
LAND, FARMLAND, TIMBER, WATERFRONT, & RURAL HOMES

Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC - DBA Whitetail Properties | In the States of Nebraska & North Dakota - DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties Real Estate LLC | Licensed in IL, MO, IA, KS,
KY, NE & OK - Dan Perez, Broker | Licensed in AR, CO, GA, MN, ND, SD, TN &WI - Jeff Evans, Broker | Licensed in FL, OH & PA - Jefferson Kirk Gilbert, Broker | Licensed in TX & NM - Joey
Bellington, Broker | Licensed in IN - John Boyken, Broker | Licensed in AL, GA, LA, & MS - Sybil Stewart, Broker | Licensed in TN - Chris Wakefield, Broker | Licensed in TN - Bobby Powers,
Broker | Licensed in AR - Anthony Chrisco, Broker | Licensed in SC - Chip Camp, Broker | Licensed in NC - Rich Baugh, Broker | Licensed in MI - Edmund Joel Nogaski, Broker | Licensed in

WV - Debbie S. Laux, Broker | Licensed in ID, MT, OR &WY - Aaron Milliken, Broker

OMCAILPROPERTIES .WHITET

MARK HERR
Central Minnesota Land Specialist

(763) 229-9521
mark.herr@whitetailproperties.com
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McGregor musicians ‘noted’ for state excellence

BY SHARI HORTON

The month of March is a bus-
tling month in the music depart-
ments at McGregor School. March 
was officially designated by the 
National Association for Music 
as the time of year when music 
education becomes the focus of 
schools across the nation. 

On Monday, March 9, McGre-
gor Junior and Senior High School 
choir and band students per-
formed at the University of Minne-
sota – Duluth for “Music Contest,” 
the music department’s version 
of a state tournament. Contests 
include solo, small ensemble and 
large ensemble performances.

“The choir did well at contest,” 

noted choir director Julie Jacob-
sma. “They received three excel-
lent ratings.” Kya Rogers received 
a superior rating for her solo. Lilly 
Downer, Bill Barnett and Deja 
Bouvette received excellent rat-
ings for their performances. 

“The McGregor band students 
played Benjamin Franklin and the 
Art of Music by Robert W. Smith 

at the Section 7A Music Contest,” 
said band director Livia Carlstrom. 
“They played so well and scored 
three excellent rating, which for 
small bands at a UMD Contest is 
not always an easy feat. The stu-
dents received some great feed-
back from one of the three judges. 
It was a great experience and I am 
super proud of them.” 

The choir students had warmed 
up for contest during a choir con-
cert at McGregor High School on 
Friday, March, 6, featuring the 
men’s choir, women’s choir and 
the concert choir.

The band concert, scheduled for 
Friday, March 13, was cancelled 
as a precautionary measure with 
COVID-19.

LIVIA CARLSTROM PHOTO
The McGregor High School band students recently received excellent ratings while per-
forming at Music Contest. They also performed a public concert March 13. 

JOHN BRULA PHOTO
The McGregor High School choir did well at Section 7A Music Contest, earning three ex-
cellent ratings. Several students also scored well in individual performances. 

Words matter
Brandon Otway is an 

early childhood education 
coordina-
tor at Hill 
City Pub-
lic School. 
This is the 
first in 
a series 
of guest 
c o l u m n s 
b r o u g h t 
to you by 
the Aitkin 
C o u n t y 
C h i l d 
Abuse Prevention Council.

Words matter. Not only 
your choice of words, but 
how you use them. 

Parenting is a huge re-
sponsibility but it is also the 
greatest job in the world. 
The time you spend talking, 
singing and playing with 
your child can have a big 
impact on their develop-
ment; far beyond just their 
communication skills. 

It can also have an im-
pact on their brain growth 
and motor skills. Consider 

these activities when you 
spend time with your chil-
dren: 

• When driving, talk 
about what you’re seeing 
around you.

• If your child has a fa-
vorite movie, consider lis-
tening to the soundtrack 
(instead of the movie) on 
YouTube or your favorite 
streaming app.

• Start a routine that in-
volves you reading a book 
EVERY night before bed. 
You can extend the learn-
ing by talking about the 
pictures, what the charac-
ters are feeling and guess-
ing what you think might 
happen next.

•  Talk about the grocer-
ies you’re buying and con-
sider having your children 
help you cook.

•  Make a weekly sched-
ule with your child on 
paper so they know what 
their week will look like.

Most of all, have fun with 
the time you have with 
your child.

BRANDON 
OTWAY
Guest 
Columnist

WALT SAUERBREI PHOTO

Aitkin Lions poster contest
The Aitkin Lions recently held a poster contest for seventh grade art students. Winners 
were, from left: Nevaeh Donnelly, Madison Peterson, Imara Anderson, Ed Koch, Costalee 
Strong, and Braxton Huse. Not pictured: Keggan Schmidt and Levi Farrell.

A HONOR ROLL
7th Grade: Vivian Barden, Abigail Burk, 

Isabelle Cook, Paige Dean, Emma Hender-
son, Lilly Johnson, Kaiden Kellermann, Olivia 
Maine, Rylie Sellers, Amelia Seybold, Katherine 
Zrust.

8th Grade: William Arnold, Matthew Bailey, 
Ava Guida, Brody Harmon, Noelle Oleson, Max 
Sampson, Ronnie Weyaus.

9th Grade: Ethan Bohn, Erin Ford, Parker 
Jackson, Allie Jeanetta, Josee Kellermann, 
Madison Koerber, Chloe Litwin, Madilyn 
Macedo, Xander Neu, Enrique Salinas, Coo-
per Sellers, Isaiah Serfling, Landon Sorensen, 
Harley Spano-Shively, Kaelyn Tierney, Austin 
Vandeberg, Aiden Worley.

10th Grade: Tammie Collins, Gianna Fari-
nella, William Glunz, Jaylynn Maijala, Clara 
Oliver, Jordan Paquette, Nicholas St. Sauver.

11th Grade: James Dawson, Kiana Hawkin-
son, Patrick Maine, Makenzie Taylor.

12th Grade: Emma Arnold, Micah Barnaby, 
Karley Eld, Carson Ford, Logan Jackson, Emily 

Johnson, Grace Molitor-Johnson, Madison 
Niemeyer, Alyssa Northrup, Jackson Paquette, 
Abigail Roberts, Nathan Scollard.

B HONOR ROLL
7th Grade:  Asher Anderson, Violet Brekke, 

Tyler Creighton, Riley Hannafin, Greg McDow-
all, Chloe Merritt, Celeste Mushkooub, Ryan 
Pelto.

8th Grade: Abigail Bidwell, Nick Fredrick-
son, Courtney Gauthier, Madison Maas, Kylee 
Macedo, Emma Warner.

9th Grade: Ella Anderson, William Barnette, 
Mason Jokimaki, Darian Morgart, Kamryn 
Zrust.

10th Grade: Colton Anderson, Bryce Brekke, 
Waylon Hooper, Shane Oleson, Brynn Worley.

11th Grade: Brooklyn Alt, Mary Collins, 
Drew Dean, Gillian Farinella, Grant Grams, 
Haylee Kellermann, Susannah Perrine, Chy-
enne Seterstrom.

12th Grade: Alex Henry, Hailey Maas, Audri-
anna Schultz, Allie Zimpel.

McGregor High School honor roll, 2nd quarter

Online university offers tips for students
Universities across the 

country, including many 
in Minnesota, are making 
adjustments as they close 
their traditional class-
rooms and route students 
to online formats of their 
classes to reduce potential 
for the continued spread of 
COVID-19.

As students transition 
to this new form of online 
learning for part or the re-
mainder of the semester, 
nonprofit Western Gover-
nors University (WGU) is 
drawing on its 20-plus years 
of delivering  exclusively 
online education to provide 
tips to help impacted stu-
dents. 

As a pioneer in compe-
tency-based education, 
Western Governors Univer-
sity (WGU) is leveraging its 
20-plus years of experience 
delivering exclusively on-
line education to provide 
tips to help students who 
are currently being transi-
tioned from their traditional 
brick and mortar classroom 
to an online format to 
help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

“WGU, which is a fully 
online, nonprofit univer-
sity, has more than 120,000 
students enrolled at this 
time, and the vast major-
ity are working fulltime 

while studying, so they’ve 
had to learn how to excel 
with a totally online degree 
program,” said Dr. Angie 
Besendorfer, regional vice 
president for WGU. “Given 
that so many of our gradu-
ates go on to advance their 
careers and significantly en-
hance their lives, we think 
we know a little about fos-
tering success in the online 
environment, and we hope 
we can help the currently 
impacted students to more 
easily adapt and keep up 
with their studies.”

WGU suggests keep-
ing the following in mind 
during these unusual times, 
whether students are being 
forced online for a couple of 
weeks or through the end of 
the spring semester:

Remember that online 
classes are still real classes. 
While students may be able 
to take an online course 
wearing pjs, they still need 
to show up, pay attention 
to the information being 
communicated and have a 
plan in place for complet-
ing the related work and 
assignments that follow 
each class. Students who 
treat their online studies as 
if it’s their job will be setting 
themselves up for success.

Create a dedicated, or-
ganized and comfortable 

study area. Find a space that 
will be used when engaging 
in online learning and cre-
ate an environment that’s 
conducive to studying.

High-speed internet is a 
must. Keep all related ma-
terials and pens, chargers, 
books, headphones or any-
thing else needed in one 
place, so everything is read-
ily accessible when needed. 
And choose a comfortable 
chair. 

Distractions are the 
enemy, so eliminate or min-
imize them. This can be par-
ticularly true if a dedicated 
study space is at home. 
When it’s time for class or 
study, a little soft music in 
the background can make 
the experience more en-
joyable, but turn off other 
electronics (or at least no-
tifications) so there is no 
temptation to check social 
media during dedicated 
study times, and leave the 
TV off.

Keeping a consistent time 
for online learning can also 
help to establish a routine. 
Consider telling family 
and friends what hours are 
studytime, so they know not 
to interrupt during those 
times.

Manage time wisely. 
When it comes to studying 
online, it’s essential to prac-

tice good time management 
skills. The inherent flexibil-
ity that comes with online 
courses can lead to procras-
tination.

Be sure to schedule time 
wisely – not just for a pre-
set online class, but also for 
the follow-up work needed 
to study course materials, 
complete assignments, take 
an exam, etc. Make note of 
all assignment due dates to 
avoid last-minute cram ses-
sions. 

While students being 
routed to online courses 
during this current health 
crisis may not get the reg-
ular face-to-face time with 
instructors, those indi-
viduals still have a vested 
interest in each student’s 
success.

Any transition to an on-
line format will most likely 
include opportunities for 
online engagement with an 
instructor. And online study 
groups can help to keep stu-
dents connected to peers.

Aitkin Gobbler, Marshall Larson, claimed third place 
at the State wrestling tournament.

Fishless Lake produces lunker
Carroll Janzen of Aitkin poses with the 42-
pound northern pike which he caught Fri-
day, Feb. 28, while angling in Fishless Lake 
north of St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin. The fish 
measures 57-1/2 inches long and 28 inches 
in girth. Fishing with Janzen at the time 
was his brother-in-law, Dave Dumke and 
friend Rick Anderson. 


