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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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This Aitkin skater has won over a dozen 
medals. Tricia Betley takes two firsts in 
Grand Rapids; three awards in Fargo/
Moorhead. 

Members of the senior class Sno Daze court at 
Aitkin High School are, from left: Noelle Jones, 
Allison Ehnstrom, Lydia Fellerman, Jordin Gra-
ham, Kate Pelarski (queen), Hunter Hills (king), 
Josh Haguestuen, Jez Houser, Jeremiah Smythe 
and Austin Price.

Kevin Hoffman, Aitkin Little League president, presents Kirk Pey-
sar of the rialto Theater with a plaque of appreciation. Peysar 
has donated popcorn and oil to the local program for nearly 10 
years.

Aitkin’s Bicen-
tennial Band-
stand project 
is gaining 
momentum, 
according to 
bandstand 
chairman 
Bruce Fem-
ling. The 
structure will 
accommodate 
nearly 25 
band mem-
bers.

Story hour takes place every Wednesday at the Aitkin 
Public Library sponsored by the Aitkin Library Board. Mrs. 
Lucy Young has read to the youngsters for the past six 
years. Preschoolers attending last week were, front, from 
left: Brian Settergren, Brian Fannemel, Bruce Blomberg; 
back: Amanda Wenzel, Chris Schlagel, Mike Banks, Jason 
Espeseth, Joe Skaj, Jennifer Burt, Erick Hagestuen, Jeffery 
Sullivan.
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‘Master of the Grandstand’

JENNIFER EISENBART  PHOTO
Rich Liljenquist (center) stands under the new sign that bears his name at the Aitkin 
County Fairgrounds last summer with his son-in-law Roland Hill and his son Rick Liljen-
quist. He died Saturday at the age of 82.

Rich Liljenquist, 1938-2021
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

Rich Liljenquist, whose passion for the 
Aitkin County Fair led to a sign in his name 
last summer at the grandstand, died Satur-
day, Feb. 27 at the age of 82.

Liljenquist was a long-time member of 
the Aitkin County Fair Board, and had been 
involved in numerous other volunteer proj-
ects throughout the area.

The news was announced Sunday on the 
Aitkin County Fair Foundation Facebook 
page.

“It’s with a heavy heart and deepest con-
dolences to the Liljenquist family,” the post 
read. “Rich passed away on Saturday! He 
was a great supporter of the fair and his 
community. 

“He will be missed by many!”
Liljenquist, after surviving a health crisis 

last year, was honored by friends, family 
and members of the fair board July 24, 2020, 
with the “Rich Liljenquist Grandstand” sign 
at the fairgrounds.

In the word “grandstand” were a pair of 
checkered flags, symbolizing the work Rich 
and his family did to return stock-car racing 
to the Aitkin County Fair.

“Rich was always there for the commu-
nity,” said Aitkin County Fair Board mem-
ber Kirk Peysar.

He first became involved with the fair in 
the early 1990s, as “Sentence to Serve”  went 
into effect at the county. As the STS coordi-
nator, Liljenquist and his crew did projects 
at the fairgrounds.

That included setting up buildings when 
they were donated, moving the old log 
cabin down there – the main section is now 
the Aitkin County Historical Society build-
ing – and generally working the grounds.

Liljenquist later worked with the STS crew 
to provide picnic tables for the fairgrounds 
and helped renovate the grandstands – 
modifying the aluminum planks to bring 
the grandstand into safety compliance.

He was also credited with helping the 
fairgrounds acquire two pieces of land, but 
he did the small tasks as well – picking up 
garbage, emptying trash cans and checking 
the surrounding neighborhood for garbage.

Vern Watters, a long-time friend and fair 
board member, said last summer that peo-
ple like Liljenquist were always there for 
Aitkin.

“It takes devoted people that care about 
their community like he does,” Watters 
said. “Everybody looks up to Rich because 
he’s very motivated.

“He’s not there for himself; he’s there for 
the community.”

An obituary for Liljenquist is available on 
page 6.

State moves 
forward with 
vaccinations

BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

As Minnesota Gov. Tim 
Walz announced new pri-
orities this past week in the 
COVID-19 vaccination pro-
cess, Aitkin County contin-
ued to try to get vaccine to 
those most in need.

At a press conference Feb. 
25, Walz announced that at 
least 70% of Minnesotans 
age 65 and older will get at 
least one dose of the coro-
navirus vaccine before the 
state moves on to the next 
phase of vaccinations.

Based on current pro-
jections, the next group of 
Minnesotans eligible for a 
vaccine will begin getting 
inoculated in April, and 
every Minnesotan should be 
able to get a vaccine by this 
summer, according to Walz. 

So far, 42% of Minneso-
tans age 65 or older have 
received at least one shot, 
according to state estimates, 
the Star Tribune reported. 
The state is also vaccinat-
ing school and child care 
employees in the current 
phase, which came after 
health care workers and 
long-term care residents 
were inoculated. 

The next phase, once 70% 
of seniors get their first shot, 
will include individuals with 
specific high risk conditions, 

including sickle cell disease, 
Down syndrome and those 
being actively treated for 
cancer. Food processing 
plant workers will also be 
included in the early spring 
phase. 

Aitkin County Public 
Health reported that, as of 
the end of last week, it had 
delivered 1,330 doses of vac-
cine and Riverwood Health-
care had given 2,705 doses.

“Local vaccine provid-
ers continue to focus on 
and prioritize individuals 
in Phase 1a (mostly health 
care and long-term care fa-
cilities) – those 65 and older, 
child care providers and 
preK-12 staff and teachers,” 
said Aitkin County Pub-
lic Health Supervisor Erin 
Melz. 

Melz said that vaccine 
continues to arrive in Min-
nesota in “very limited sup-
ply,” and then is distributed 
according to the priorities 
established in the state.

While progress is being 
made on delivering the vac-
cine – 43.3% of the county’s 
65-plus age group has re-
ceived at least one vaccine 
dose – Melz said there are no 
complete numbers of who is 
declining the vaccine. Ac-
cording to her, Riverwood 
has reported nearly 90% of 

Announcement comes with hopes 
everyone can get vaccine by summer

County awards grant money
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners approved 
the disbursement of more than $300,000 in state-
awarded COVID-19 pandemic relief Feb. 23.

The money, from a $216 million COVID-19 relief pack-
age passed by Minnesota lawmakers late in 2020, was 
used to fund what Aitkin County called its “COVID Busi-
ness Relief Grant.”

The county received more than $800,000 in grant 
requests from area businesses, with the stated limit 
of $10,000 per request. Grants were awarded in three 
amounts: $9,000, $5,000 and $4,300.

A total of 43 businesses received money – most of them 
bars, restaurants or lodging facilities, as priorities estab-
lished by the county board said to start there. Another 50 

businesses had their requests denied in this latest round 
of aid.

With the approval of the awards Feb. 23, checks were 
expected to go out later last week.

County Board Chairman Mark Wedel called the pro-
cess “fair and equitable.”

“Everyone thought it was a very fair process,” he 
added.

While the county had worked through a grant process 
previously – using federal CARES Act dollars versus state 
aid – the county lacked Ross Wagner this time around. 
Wagner, who was the economic development coordina-
tor for the county, retired at the end of 2020.

That left staff at the Aitkin County administrative of-
fices to handle the requests.

Relief funds from state go to bars, restaurants and lodging businesses

See VACCINES page 3

See GRANTS page 8

McGregor approves changes to 
2020-21 school calendar, spring break

BY LYNN MIZNER
lynn.mizner@apgecm.com

At the Feb. 22 regular meeting of 
the McGregor School Board, mem-
bers unanimously approved proposed 
changes to the school calendar. Staff 
members were consulted prior to 
changes being made, and overall, the 
calendar will be similar to last year’s 
with a few changes.

One change from last year was to 
have a spring break built into the cal-
endar in March, making a five day 
weekend. Having a break in March al-
lows families to plan vacations at that 
time, said high school principal Bob 
Staska. 

“It’s less than a full week to allow 
for making up some snow days as 
needed. Seniors will have some days 

off to make up,” he said.  “If it was a 
normal year, this break would be be-
tween sports seasons, but this year has 
been different.” The break would still 
affect spring practices, which will have 
started already. 

Teachers’ online in-service train-
ings are being built into the schedule 
to occur right away on Monday morn-
ings, before classes start. The schedule 
allows for a 9 a.m. start on Mondays, 
which will give staff time to have pro-
fessional learning communities every 
other week and, in off weeks, special 
education staff can meet with their 
students during office hours. Options 
for caring for students whose parents 
need to drop them off earlier on Mon-
day mornings will be developed.  

Superintendent Brad Johnson re-
ported on the closed session held on 

Feb. 8.
The working session was closed at 

the end of the Feb. 8 meeting to deal 
with a personnel issue. During the 
closed session the board decided to 
follow legal counsel’s advice and stay 
with the disciplinary action that had 
already been taken. The main focus of 
the meeting was to determine a posi-
tive way forward for the rest of the year.

DONATIONS ACCEPTED
The board voted to accept donations  

from the McGregor Lakes Area Foun-
dation, which donated $1,890 for Early 
Childhood Gym Equipment; McGre-
gor Lakes Area Foundation, which do-
nated $2,000 for the Big Sandy Water 
Institute and $300 for a Preschool/

Vacation will be in March, sports should be minimally affected at that time

See MCGREGOR page 8
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‘Master of the Grandstand’

JENNIFER EISENBART  PHOTO

Rich Liljenquist (center) stands under the new sign that bears his name at the Aitkin 
County Fairgrounds last summer with his son-in-law Roland Hill and his son Rick Liljen-
quist. He died Saturday at the age of 82.

Rich Liljenquist, 1938-2021
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

Rich Liljenquist, whose passion for the 
Aitkin County Fair led to a sign in his name 
last summer at the grandstand, died Satur-
day, Feb. 27 at the age of 82.

Liljenquist was a long-time member of 
the Aitkin County Fair Board, and had been 
involved in numerous other volunteer proj-
ects throughout the area.

The news was announced Sunday on the 
Aitkin County Fair Foundation Facebook 
page.

“It’s with a heavy heart and deepest con-
dolences to the Liljenquist family,” the post 
read. “Rich passed away on Saturday! He 
was a great supporter of the fair and his 
community. 

“He will be missed by many!”
Liljenquist, after surviving a health crisis 

last year, was honored by friends, family 
and members of the fair board July 24, 2020, 
with the “Rich Liljenquist Grandstand” sign 
at the fairgrounds.

In the word “grandstand” were a pair of 
checkered flags, symbolizing the work Rich 
and his family did to return stock-car racing 
to the Aitkin County Fair.

“Rich was always there for the commu-
nity,” said Aitkin County Fair Board mem-
ber Kirk Peysar.

He first became involved with the fair in 
the early 1990s, as “Sentence to Serve”  went 
into effect at the county. As the STS coordi-
nator, Liljenquist and his crew did projects 
at the fairgrounds.

That included setting up buildings when 
they were donated, moving the old log 
cabin down there – the main section is now 
the Aitkin County Historical Society build-
ing – and generally working the grounds.

Liljenquist later worked with the STS crew 
to provide picnic tables for the fairgrounds 
and helped renovate the grandstands – 
modifying the aluminum planks to bring 
the grandstand into safety compliance.

He was also credited with helping the 
fairgrounds acquire two pieces of land, but 
he did the small tasks as well – picking up 
garbage, emptying trash cans and checking 
the surrounding neighborhood for garbage.

Vern Watters, a long-time friend and fair 
board member, said last summer that peo-
ple like Liljenquist were always there for 
Aitkin.

“It takes devoted people that care about 
their community like he does,” Watters 
said. “Everybody looks up to Rich because 
he’s very motivated.

“He’s not there for himself; he’s there for 
the community.”

An obituary for Liljenquist is available on 
page 6.
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As Minnesota Gov. Tim 
Walz announced new pri-
orities this past week in the 
COVID-19 vaccination pro-
cess, Aitkin County contin-
ued to try to get vaccine to 
those most in need.

At a press conference Feb. 
25, Walz announced that at 
least 70% of Minnesotans 
age 65 and older will get at 
least one dose of the coro-
navirus vaccine before the 
state moves on to the next 
phase of vaccinations.

Based on current pro-
jections, the next group of 
Minnesotans eligible for a 
vaccine will begin getting 
inoculated in April, and 
every Minnesotan should be 
able to get a vaccine by this 
summer, according to Walz. 

So far, 42% of Minneso-
tans age 65 or older have 
received at least one shot, 
according to state estimates, 
the Star Tribune reported. 
The state is also vaccinat-
ing school and child care 
employees in the current 
phase, which came after 
health care workers and 
long-term care residents 
were inoculated. 

The next phase, once 70% 
of seniors get their first shot, 
will include individuals with 
specific high risk conditions, 

including sickle cell disease, 
Down syndrome and those 
being actively treated for 
cancer. Food processing 
plant workers will also be 
included in the early spring 
phase. 

Aitkin County Public 
Health reported that, as of 
the end of last week, it had 
delivered 1,330 doses of vac-
cine and Riverwood Health-
care had given 2,705 doses.

“Local vaccine provid-
ers continue to focus on 
and prioritize individuals 
in Phase 1a (mostly health 
care and long-term care fa-
cilities) – those 65 and older, 
child care providers and 
preK-12 staff and teachers,” 
said Aitkin County Pub-
lic Health Supervisor Erin 
Melz. 

Melz said that vaccine 
continues to arrive in Min-
nesota in “very limited sup-
ply,” and then is distributed 
according to the priorities 
established in the state.

While progress is being 
made on delivering the vac-
cine – 43.3% of the county’s 
65-plus age group has re-
ceived at least one vaccine 
dose – Melz said there are no 
complete numbers of who is 
declining the vaccine. Ac-
cording to her, Riverwood 
has reported nearly 90% of 
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County awards grant money
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners approved 
the disbursement of more than $300,000 in state-
awarded COVID-19 pandemic relief Feb. 23.

The money, from a $216 million COVID-19 relief pack-
age passed by Minnesota lawmakers late in 2020, was 
used to fund what Aitkin County called its “COVID Busi-
ness Relief Grant.”

The county received more than $800,000 in grant 
requests from area businesses, with the stated limit 
of $10,000 per request. Grants were awarded in three 
amounts: $9,000, $5,000 and $4,300.

A total of 43 businesses received money – most of them 
bars, restaurants or lodging facilities, as priorities estab-
lished by the county board said to start there. Another 50 

businesses had their requests denied in this latest round 
of aid.

With the approval of the awards Feb. 23, checks were 
expected to go out later last week.

County Board Chairman Mark Wedel called the pro-
cess “fair and equitable.”

“Everyone thought it was a very fair process,” he 
added.

While the county had worked through a grant process 
previously – using federal CARES Act dollars versus state 
aid – the county lacked Ross Wagner this time around. 
Wagner, who was the economic development coordina-
tor for the county, retired at the end of 2020.

That left staff at the Aitkin County administrative of-
fices to handle the requests.

Relief funds from state go to bars, restaurants and lodging businesses

See VACCINES page 3

See GRANTS page 8

McGregor approves changes to 
2020-21 school calendar, spring break

BY LYNN MIZNER
lynn.mizner@apgecm.com

At the Feb. 22 regular meeting of 
the McGregor School Board, mem-
bers unanimously approved proposed 
changes to the school calendar. Staff 
members were consulted prior to 
changes being made, and overall, the 
calendar will be similar to last year’s 
with a few changes.

One change from last year was to 
have a spring break built into the cal-
endar in March, making a five day 
weekend. Having a break in March al-
lows families to plan vacations at that 
time, said high school principal Bob 
Staska. 

“It’s less than a full week to allow 
for making up some snow days as 
needed. Seniors will have some days 

off to make up,” he said.  “If it was a 
normal year, this break would be be-
tween sports seasons, but this year has 
been different.” The break would still 
affect spring practices, which will have 
started already. 

Teachers’ online in-service train-
ings are being built into the schedule 
to occur right away on Monday morn-
ings, before classes start. The schedule 
allows for a 9 a.m. start on Mondays, 
which will give staff time to have pro-
fessional learning communities every 
other week and, in off weeks, special 
education staff can meet with their 
students during office hours. Options 
for caring for students whose parents 
need to drop them off earlier on Mon-
day mornings will be developed.  

Superintendent Brad Johnson re-
ported on the closed session held on 

Feb. 8.
The working session was closed at 

the end of the Feb. 8 meeting to deal 
with a personnel issue. During the 
closed session the board decided to 
follow legal counsel’s advice and stay 
with the disciplinary action that had 
already been taken. The main focus of 
the meeting was to determine a posi-
tive way forward for the rest of the year.

DONATIONS ACCEPTED
The board voted to accept donations  

from the McGregor Lakes Area Foun-
dation, which donated $1,890 for Early 
Childhood Gym Equipment; McGre-
gor Lakes Area Foundation, which do-
nated $2,000 for the Big Sandy Water 
Institute and $300 for a Preschool/

Vacation will be in March, sports should be minimally affected at that time
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County Fairgrounds last summer with his son-in-law Roland Hill and his son Rick Liljen-
quist. He died Saturday at the age of 82.
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Rich Liljenquist, whose passion for the 
Aitkin County Fair led to a sign in his name 
last summer at the grandstand, died Satur-
day, Feb. 27 at the age of 82.

Liljenquist was a long-time member of 
the Aitkin County Fair Board, and had been 
involved in numerous other volunteer proj-
ects throughout the area.

The news was announced Sunday on the 
Aitkin County Fair Foundation Facebook 
page.

“It’s with a heavy heart and deepest con-
dolences to the Liljenquist family,” the post 
read. “Rich passed away on Saturday! He 
was a great supporter of the fair and his 
community. 

“He will be missed by many!”
Liljenquist, after surviving a health crisis 

last year, was honored by friends, family 
and members of the fair board July 24, 2020, 
with the “Rich Liljenquist Grandstand” sign 
at the fairgrounds.

In the word “grandstand” were a pair of 
checkered flags, symbolizing the work Rich 
and his family did to return stock-car racing 
to the Aitkin County Fair.

“Rich was always there for the commu-
nity,” said Aitkin County Fair Board mem-
ber Kirk Peysar.

He first became involved with the fair in 
the early 1990s, as “Sentence to Serve”  went 
into effect at the county. As the STS coordi-
nator, Liljenquist and his crew did projects 
at the fairgrounds.

That included setting up buildings when 
they were donated, moving the old log 
cabin down there – the main section is now 
the Aitkin County Historical Society build-
ing – and generally working the grounds.

Liljenquist later worked with the STS crew 
to provide picnic tables for the fairgrounds 
and helped renovate the grandstands – 
modifying the aluminum planks to bring 
the grandstand into safety compliance.

He was also credited with helping the 
fairgrounds acquire two pieces of land, but 
he did the small tasks as well – picking up 
garbage, emptying trash cans and checking 
the surrounding neighborhood for garbage.

Vern Watters, a long-time friend and fair 
board member, said last summer that peo-
ple like Liljenquist were always there for 
Aitkin.

“It takes devoted people that care about 
their community like he does,” Watters 
said. “Everybody looks up to Rich because 
he’s very motivated.

“He’s not there for himself; he’s there for 
the community.”

An obituary for Liljenquist is available on 
page 6.
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As Minnesota Gov. Tim 
Walz announced new pri-
orities this past week in the 
COVID-19 vaccination pro-
cess, Aitkin County contin-
ued to try to get vaccine to 
those most in need.

At a press conference Feb. 
25, Walz announced that at 
least 70% of Minnesotans 
age 65 and older will get at 
least one dose of the coro-
navirus vaccine before the 
state moves on to the next 
phase of vaccinations.

Based on current pro-
jections, the next group of 
Minnesotans eligible for a 
vaccine will begin getting 
inoculated in April, and 
every Minnesotan should be 
able to get a vaccine by this 
summer, according to Walz. 

So far, 42% of Minneso-
tans age 65 or older have 
received at least one shot, 
according to state estimates, 
the Star Tribune reported. 
The state is also vaccinat-
ing school and child care 
employees in the current 
phase, which came after 
health care workers and 
long-term care residents 
were inoculated. 

The next phase, once 70% 
of seniors get their first shot, 
will include individuals with 
specific high risk conditions, 

including sickle cell disease, 
Down syndrome and those 
being actively treated for 
cancer. Food processing 
plant workers will also be 
included in the early spring 
phase. 

Aitkin County Public 
Health reported that, as of 
the end of last week, it had 
delivered 1,330 doses of vac-
cine and Riverwood Health-
care had given 2,705 doses.

“Local vaccine provid-
ers continue to focus on 
and prioritize individuals 
in Phase 1a (mostly health 
care and long-term care fa-
cilities) – those 65 and older, 
child care providers and 
preK-12 staff and teachers,” 
said Aitkin County Pub-
lic Health Supervisor Erin 
Melz. 

Melz said that vaccine 
continues to arrive in Min-
nesota in “very limited sup-
ply,” and then is distributed 
according to the priorities 
established in the state.

While progress is being 
made on delivering the vac-
cine – 43.3% of the county’s 
65-plus age group has re-
ceived at least one vaccine 
dose – Melz said there are no 
complete numbers of who is 
declining the vaccine. Ac-
cording to her, Riverwood 
has reported nearly 90% of 

Announcement comes with hopes 
everyone can get vaccine by summer

County awards grant money
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners approved 
the disbursement of more than $300,000 in state-
awarded COVID-19 pandemic relief Feb. 23.

The money, from a $216 million COVID-19 relief pack-
age passed by Minnesota lawmakers late in 2020, was 
used to fund what Aitkin County called its “COVID Busi-
ness Relief Grant.”

The county received more than $800,000 in grant 
requests from area businesses, with the stated limit 
of $10,000 per request. Grants were awarded in three 
amounts: $9,000, $5,000 and $4,300.

A total of 43 businesses received money – most of them 
bars, restaurants or lodging facilities, as priorities estab-
lished by the county board said to start there. Another 50 

businesses had their requests denied in this latest round 
of aid.

With the approval of the awards Feb. 23, checks were 
expected to go out later last week.

County Board Chairman Mark Wedel called the pro-
cess “fair and equitable.”

“Everyone thought it was a very fair process,” he 
added.

While the county had worked through a grant process 
previously – using federal CARES Act dollars versus state 
aid – the county lacked Ross Wagner this time around. 
Wagner, who was the economic development coordina-
tor for the county, retired at the end of 2020.

That left staff at the Aitkin County administrative of-
fices to handle the requests.

Relief funds from state go to bars, restaurants and lodging businesses

See VACCINES page 3

See GRANTS page 8

McGregor approves changes to 
2020-21 school calendar, spring break

BY LYNN MIZNER
lynn.mizner@apgecm.com

At the Feb. 22 regular meeting of 
the McGregor School Board, mem-
bers unanimously approved proposed 
changes to the school calendar. Staff 
members were consulted prior to 
changes being made, and overall, the 
calendar will be similar to last year’s 
with a few changes.

One change from last year was to 
have a spring break built into the cal-
endar in March, making a five day 
weekend. Having a break in March al-
lows families to plan vacations at that 
time, said high school principal Bob 
Staska. 

“It’s less than a full week to allow 
for making up some snow days as 
needed. Seniors will have some days 

off to make up,” he said.  “If it was a 
normal year, this break would be be-
tween sports seasons, but this year has 
been different.” The break would still 
affect spring practices, which will have 
started already. 

Teachers’ online in-service train-
ings are being built into the schedule 
to occur right away on Monday morn-
ings, before classes start. The schedule 
allows for a 9 a.m. start on Mondays, 
which will give staff time to have pro-
fessional learning communities every 
other week and, in off weeks, special 
education staff can meet with their 
students during office hours. Options 
for caring for students whose parents 
need to drop them off earlier on Mon-
day mornings will be developed.  

Superintendent Brad Johnson re-
ported on the closed session held on 

Feb. 8.
The working session was closed at 

the end of the Feb. 8 meeting to deal 
with a personnel issue. During the 
closed session the board decided to 
follow legal counsel’s advice and stay 
with the disciplinary action that had 
already been taken. The main focus of 
the meeting was to determine a posi-
tive way forward for the rest of the year.

DONATIONS ACCEPTED
The board voted to accept donations  

from the McGregor Lakes Area Foun-
dation, which donated $1,890 for Early 
Childhood Gym Equipment; McGre-
gor Lakes Area Foundation, which do-
nated $2,000 for the Big Sandy Water 
Institute and $300 for a Preschool/

Vacation will be in March, sports should be minimally affected at that time

See MCGREGOR page 8

It’s difficult to find a 
product or service that 
is welcomed into more 
households and has 
greater impact on our 
everyday lives in work 
and leisure. Consider that 
2,941 of the 3,141 U.S. 
counties are covered with 
a local newspaper. What 
other industry can boast 
nearly 94% penetration in 
the national marketplace.

What drives the con-
nection with readers?

Newspapers inform: 
Trained journalists know 
how to flesh out infor-
mation not readily vol-
unteered or available to 
citizens, delivering facts 

that frame decisions in 
the public and private 
sectors that affect peo-
ple’s everyday lives.

Newspapers entertain: 
Reports of hometown 
sports in stories and pho-
tos are welcomed even 
more during these days of 
spectator restrictions.

Newspapers embody 
trust: Study after study 
shows that consumers 
place the greatest confi-
dence in newspaper ads.

Newspapers stimulate 
conversation: Editorial 
pages push readers be-
yond their comfort zones, 
laying the foundation for 
a rich exchange of opin-
ions.

Newspapers dominate 

their markets: Newspa-
pers connect with read-
ers of all demographics 
through a variety of 
platforms from print pub-
lications to the web and 
digital channels.

Sunshine Week is a 
great reminder that ener-
gized newspapers are at 
the foundation of ener-
gized communities.

Jim Pumarlo is a mem-
ber of the Minnesota 
Newspaper Association. 
He is a former editor of 
the Red Wing Republican 
Eagle and former board 
member of the Minnesota 
News Media Institute. He 
can be reached at jim@
pumarlo.com.

Alliance
Aitkin New Life – Larry Burg & John Baker, 
Pastors. Go to website Newlifeaitkin.com for 
information on worship services.
Garrison – Pastor Mike Palkie; 9:15 adult 
and children SS; 10:30 am Worship.  

Assembly of God
Heritage Church Aitkin Campus – Pastor 
Hayden Loven; Worship Sun.10:45 a.m.
Crosby – Sun. School at 9:30; Sun. Worship 
at 10:30.
Hill City – Rev. G. Valley; Sun. 10, 102 Lake 
Ave. NE.
Palisade – SS 9; Worship 10.

Baptist
The Journey North Aitkin Campus – L. 
Hines, Pastor; Contemporary worship Sun. 
9:30 & 11 am; Wed. AWANA (preschool-5th 
grade) 6:15 pm; Wed. KHAOS Youth Group 
6:30 pm.
Deerwood – W. Skog, Pastor; SS 9:30; Ser-
vice 10:30 and 6 pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.
Glory – C. Meirose, Pastor; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am; Wed. 6 pm
Hill City – L. Lee, Pastor; SS 10; Service 10; 
Bible Study, Thu., 7 pm.
Opstead – SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible 
Study Wed., 7 pm.

Beth Shalom Tabernacle
Hebrew/Messianic Study – Rabbi Frank 
Dell. 320-684-2804; 218-260-9098.

Catholic
St. James, Aitkin – Fr. David Forsman, Sat. 
5 pm; Sun. 10 am; Confession Sat. 10-10:45 
am and 4-4:45 pm
Holy Family, Hillman – Fr. Elias Gieske, 
Sun. 9 am; confession by appointment.
Our Lady of Fatima, Garrison – Fr. Elias 
Gieske; Sun. 8 am; Confession Sun. 7:15-
7:45 am.
Holy Family, McGregor – Fr. David Fors-
man, Sun. 8 am; Confession Sun. 7:15-7:45 
am.
St. Therese, Vineland – Sun. 11 am; Holy 
Days 8:30.
St. Joseph’s, Crosby – Fr. Elias Gieske,  
Sat. 4:30 pm; Sun. 10:30 am; Confession 
Sat.  3:15-4:15 pm.

Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter Day Saints

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints – Co. Rd. 12, Aitkin; Sac. Mtg. 10 
am; SS 11:10 am; Priesthood Relief Society 
12:10 pm.

Community
Aitkin Community – Nondenominational; 
Sun. 10.
Amazing Grace Christian Church, 
McGregor – Pastor Joel Seibel; Sun. 10:45; 
at Methodist church in McGregor. 
Calvary Bible Fellowship – Pastor L. 
Palkki; Sun. 10; home fellowship, potluck & 
Bible study, Wed., 6 pm (call for location).
Church of Christ, Tamarack – Pastor R. 
Staudinger.  Sun. 10 am 1st & 2nd Sunday; 
9:30 a.m SS; 10 am 3rd, 4th & 5th Sunday at 
Tamarack (AFLC)
Glen Community Church, Glen – Rev. R. 
Stauter; Sun. 9, May through Oct.
Hilltop Chapel, Esquagamah Lake, 
Palisade – Pastor David Hoffman; SS 9; 
Worship 10.
Jacobson – Pastor George Collins; SS 9:30; 
worship 10:30; Wed Bible study 7 pm.

Kimberly, Co. Rd. 5 – R. Perry, Pastor; 
Sun. 9:30; SS 10:30; adult Bible study 10:30; 
Comm. 1st Sunday.
Victory Mission, McGre-
gor – J. Gould, Pastor, Sun. 
10; Wed. 10 - Women’s Bible 
study.

Evangelical Free
Crosby Lifespring 
Church– Pastor Eric 
Anderson,Worship 9:30 am
Malmo –  Pastor Glenn 
Browning, SS 9:30; Fel-
lowship 10; Worship 10:15; 
Wed. Bible study, , 7 pm 
Isle – Pastor K. Johnston; Sun. 9; SS 10:15; 
youth group Wed. 6 pm; adult prayer group 
Wed. 6:30 pm.
Wright – K. Mitchell, pastor; Services 9:30; 
Wed., Bible study, 6:30 pm.

Episcopal
St. John’s, Aitkin – Holy Comm. or Morn-
ing Prayer,  Sun. 9.

Jehovah’s Witness
Kingdom Hall, McGregor – Hwy. 65

Lutheran
Bethel (ELCA), Palisade – Rev. W. J. 
Sass; Sun., 9:30.
Bethesda (ELCA), Rossburg  – Sun. 
10:30; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday 
each month.
Bethesda (ELCA), Malmo – Rev. James 
Muske; Sun. 9 am, 3rd wk. Dec.-Palm Sun-
day; 8:30 am & 10 am Easter through 2nd 
wk. Dec.; fellowship after services.
Bethlehem, Aitkin – Rev. Becca Hinz; 
Sun. 9:30 worship; Holy Communion 1st 
& 3rd Sun.
Carmel, Jacobson –  Mark Wagner; Sun. 11 
am; SS 10 am, 1st & 3rd Sun..
Cedar Lake Norwegian Lutheran –  
Third Sun. 11 am; May-October
Finnish EA – Worship 10:30 1st & 3rd Sun-
days. May - Oct.
First (ELCA), Aitkin – Pastor Reggie Den-
ton, Pastor Jordan Gades; worship Sun. 10 
am in person (livestreamed on YouTube 
- First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and radio 
broadcast KKIN 94.3 FM); Wed. 5:45 pm in 
person; take-out community meals every 
Mon. & Thu. (5 pm) & Tue. (noon); food 
shelf 2nd & 4th Thu. 9 am-4 pm.
Grace, McGrath – Sun. 11; SS 10;  Wed. pot-
luck supper, 5; service 5:45; Bible study 6:30.
Grace (ELCA), Big Sandy Lake –  Erika 
Foss, pastor; Sun. 9 am, main church; Social 
following the service.
Holden (ELCA), Isle - Sun. 10:45; SS 9:30. 
Immanuel, (LCMC & NALC) Crosby – P. 
Mattson, Pastor; Sun. Worship 9 & 10:30 am; 
SS 10:40 am
Immanuel, Giese – Rev. R. Langhorst; 
Sun. 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 9 am, 1st 
Sun. each month.
Immanuel, Hillman – Pastor Stephen 
Olson; Sun. 10:30 am; SS 11:30 am; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.
Immanuel, Iron Hub, Aitkin (Missouri 
Synod) – Rev. D. Stoltz; Sun. 9; alternating 
Sundays with Zion of Crosby.
Light of the Cross (ELCA), Garrison – 
Rev. Juli Sutton-Deem; Sun. Communion 
service, 9 am; fellowship 10 am. Prayer, 9 
am Fri.; Bible study 9:30 am, Fri.
Lord of the Lakes – Pastor Paul Andell. 
Our Savior’s, Missouri Synod, McGregor 
– John  Thomson, Pastor; Sun. 9; SS & Bible 

study, 10; Bible study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm.
St. John’s, Wright – Joshua Reinke, Pas-

tor; Sun. 10:30; SS & Bible 
Study 9:30. Wed., Advent 
& Lent 5:30 pm.
Shepherd of the Lake, 
LCMS, Garrison – Rev.   
T. Petersen; Sun. Bible 
Study 8:30 am; SS 8:30 
am; Sun. worship 10 am; 
Fellowship 11 am.
St. John’s, (Missouri 
Synod), Aitkin – Rev. 
D. Becker; Worship 9 am.
St. John’s (ELCA), 
Cedarbrook – Sun. 

8:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sunday each 
month; Fellowship follows.
Salem,  (ELCA), Deerwood – Pastor 
Michael Briggs; Sun. 8:15 & 10 am.; SS 9:15 
am.
Tamarack (AFLC) – R. Staudinger, Pas-
tor; 10 am 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays; 10 am 
1st & 2nd Sundays at Church of Christ in 
Tamarack.
Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Hill City – Pastor 
R. Eckert; Ed. Hour 10:15; Service 9.
Zion (ELCA), McGrath –  Sun. 9; SS 9.
Zion, Thor – G. Salmonson, Pastor; 
Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

United Methodist
Aitkin – Pastor Dawn Houser; high school 
Aitkin – Pastor Dawn Houser; high school 
and adult SS 9; Worship 10:30; fellowship 
follows; Bible & Brew 5:30 pm at Block North 
Brew Pub; handicapped accessible.
Cascade, Crosby/Deerwood – Brian 
Hazard, Pastor; SS and Worship 9:45; Coffee 
and Fellowship follow; Nursery provided. SS 
during worship except 1st Sun. of month.
Cromwell, Pastor Tim Homstad - 10:30, 
SS 9 
Emily – Worship 8:45; fellowship follows; 
handicapped accessible.
Hill City, Pastor Roger Lynn - Worship 10 
am.
Fleming (No. Lights Parish) –  Pastor 
Diane Brennan; SS 9:15; Worship 10:30; fel-
lowship follows; handicapped accessible. 
McGregor  (No. Lights Parish) – wor-
ship 8:45, fellowship follows; handicapped 
accessible.
Pine Lake Chapel, Cutler – Pastor Larry 
Foote - Sun. 9.
Onamia – 320-532-3150. Worship 11 a.m

Pentecostal
Iron Range Christian Center, Ironton 
– Elder Dwight Semler; Sun. 10.; Wed. prepa-
ration 7 pm.
Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, 
Tamarack – Pastors Ken and Robin Fair-
banks; Praise and Worship Service, Sat. 11.

Presbyterian
Calvary, McGrath –J John Mann, Pastor; 
Sunday, 9.
First, Tamarack – Pastor Rick Mann; 
Sunday, 11.
Round Lake – Pastor Arlin Talley; Sat-
urday, 5 pm.

Seventh Day Adventist
Aitkin – J. Scoggins, Pastor; Worship, Sat. 
9:10; Sabbath School 10:30; Prayer Mtg. 
Tue. 7 pm.

church directory
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Pumarlo/ Let the sunshine in
Continued from page A5

Join The Deerstand and 
Whistling Pete as they team 
up to host Cuyuna Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Business After Hours event. 

Everyone is invited for a 
night out with raffle prizes, 
beverages, appetizers and a 
meat raffle at The Deerstand 
on Thursday, March 18 from 
5-7 p.m. - on the main upper 
level. The Deerstand has 
some new changes; in the 
lower level bar an outdoor 
patio was added. The main 
floor dining room received 

a face lift with new carpet, 
lights and tables.

Attendees can learn more 
about The Deerstand and 
Whistling Pete, and gain 
exposure for business own-
ers by attending this event. 
Chamber members will have 
the opportunity to pass the 
microphone and introduce 
themselves to the group, so 
bring business cards and get 
ready to network and build 
relationships.

Attendees are encouraged 
to bring door prizes for raf-

fles/drawings. As a courtesy 
to the host, advanced regis-
tration is recommended. To 
make reservations, register 
on www.cuyunalakes.com, 
or contact the chamber at 
218-546-8131 or courtney@
cuyunalakes.com. 

Social distancing and 
state guidelines will be fol-
lowed, and ample hand 
sanitizer will be readily 
available. View the event 
COVID-19 Safety Prepared-
ness Plan on the Cuyuna 
Lakes Chamber website.

Cuyuna Lakes Chamber business 
after hours is March 18

next seven days

Thursday 
3.11.21
  Community Meal: 5-5:30 p.m., 
First Lutheran Church, Aitkin. 

Saturday 
3.13.21
  United 4 Recovery: 4-5 p.m., 
Aitkin Assembly of God Church. 
All are welcome.

Monday
3.15.21
  Community Meal: 5-5:30 p.m. 
First Lutheran Church, Aitkin. 

Class representatives to the Sno Daze court are, from left with their grade level – 
Kennedy Jorgensen (9), Tallulah Houser (10), Karena Burgstaler (11) , Ben Harris (11), 
Walker Jones (9) and Blaise Sanford (10).

JEN EHNSTROM  PHOTOS

Members of the senior class Sno Daze court at Aitkin High School are, from left – Noelle 
Jones, Allison Ehnstrom, Lydia Fellerman, Jordin Graham, Kate Pelarski (queen), Hunter 
Hills (king) Josh Haguestuen, Jez Houser, Jeremiah Smythe and Austin Price.

Kate Pelarski watches as 
the balloon she popped 
explodes with glitter, which 
indicated she was the Sno 
Daze Queen

Sno Daze at Aitkin High School

Join The Deerstand and 
the Cuyuna Lakes Cham-
ber’s Downtown Commit-
tee on Tuesday, March 16 at 
5:30 p.m. via Zoom. Join the 
Zoom meeting at https://
zoom.us/j/99567550226. 

The mission of the com-
mittee is to provide a plat-
form for business members 
and community leaders to 

discuss upcoming events 
and issues in the Cuyuna 
Lakes and implement proj-
ects to promote a healthy 
local economy during these 
times. 

The current focus is to 
help area businesses pre-
pare for, and withstand, 
the upcoming construction 
season. Information is avail-

able on the MnDOT website 
regarding the 2021 Hwy. 210 
project. 

Interested business 
members and other stake-
holders are encouraged to 
contact Executive Director 
Brielle Bredsten at brielle@
cuyunalakes.com or 218-
546-8131 to learn more. 

Crosby Downtown Committee meets March 18

Renovations complete at Garrison Family Foods
BY EVAN ORBECK
evan.orbeck@apgecm.com

Following week-long 
closure for renovations, 
the Garrison Family Food 
store re-opened its doors 
Saturday, Feb. 27, giving 
newcomers and regular cus-
tomers alike access to new-
ly-finished interior surfaces 
and an improved check-out 
area.

Todd Schmaltz, store 
owner, explained that the 
store renovation has been 
planned for several weeks. 
Schmaltz had purchased 
the grocery store in May of 
2020 and has been a Garri-
son Family Foods employee 
since the age of 14. Schmaltz 

has worked for Garrison 
Family Foods’ for the past 
three owners.

When the last owner ac-
quired the store, Schmaltz 
said he had reached an 
agreement to eventually 
take over the store. Since 
acquiring the store last 
year, Schmaltz said he had 
intended to make improve-
ments and updates.

New flooring has been 
installed throughout the 
building. The store’s dis-
play cases have also been 
refurbished with a new coat 
of paint. As of Saturday, the 
store was in the process of 
putting up new wood sid-
ing on the interior which 
Schmaltz described as giv-

ing the store an old-fash-
ioned look. Schmaltz 
indicated that stock had not 
changed, and the store’s lay-
out was generally the same.

The check-out area has 
been updated with mod-
ern technology, including 
new card readers and con-
veyor belt tills. The new tills, 
Schmaltz said, would allow 
for smoother transactions 
for customers and allow for 
up-to-date means of paying.

Schmaltz said there were 
a handful of other updates 
in the works including some 
renovations for the store’s 
exterior, planned for later 
this fall.

Hunter Hills celebrates after being crowned Sno Daze 
king.

Sno Daze at Aitkin High School


