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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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Roxie Appel named attendant
Tornado hits barns, trailers

Bouley’s chair raises Jaques funds

A summer of changes

Riverboat Days 2000

Honoring the master

Region II Dairy Princess Rita Boettcher was selected June 11. 
Her attendants are Shar Ann Rengo (left), 18, Kettle River and 
Roxie Appel, 17, Glen Route, Aitkin

A tornado touchdown in the Palisade area early Wednesday morn-
ing, July 2, caused destruction. The L-shaped barn on the David 
Handt farm pictured was completely destroyed. Handt’s 45 dairy 
cows were outside when the storm hit and were not injured. 

Roxie Bouley, sales representative for the Aitkin Independent 
Age donated a painted chair to the Jaques Art Center auction. 
The chair brought in $50, the most of any donated. She won 
the award for Most Artistic and also this Jaques print.

4-H to host showcase; virtual options coming into play after fair 
is canceled. Raija Gustin is pictured showing two of the alpacas 
she will be working with as one of her 4-H projects this summer.

Lon Nicko in a big hat with his restored tractor.

The Liljenquist family had a surprise for the family patriarch Friday 
as the grandstand at the Aitkin County Fairgrounds was officially re-
named the Rich Liljenquist Grandstand. Pictured, Rich with his wife 
Lorraine, pausing for a photo beneath the new sign.

SIGNUPTODAY! (218) 429-0433 • www.mlecmn.net/fiber
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Don’t miss out! Get the fastest andmost reliable Internet
available. Crews are going to start construction soon.
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OUT IN THE SUN
McGregor Chamber holds golf scramble 
See Page A14

aitkinage.com

Honoring the master

JENNIFER EISENBART PHOTOS
The Liljenquist family had a 
surprise for the family patriarch 
Friday, as the grandstand at 
the Aitkin County Fairgrounds 
was officially renamed the 
Rich Liljenquist Grandstand. 
Shown above is Rich arriving at 
the grandstand to see the new 
sign. Shown below is Rich with 
his wife, Lorraine, pausing for a 
photo beneath the new sign. For 
a story on Liljenquist’s extensive 
volunteer background, especially 
with the fair, see next week’s Ait-
kin Independent Age.

McGregor hosts
virtual town 
hall meetings
District’s Strategic Plan focus is on students, 
trust and transparency, said superintendent

BY LYNN MIZNER
lmizner@aitkinage.com

At its July 23 virtual town hall 
meeting, the McGregor School 
District, led by Superintendent 
Brad Johnson, said the new long-
term facilities plan is character-
ized by pride in space and pride in 
performance.

The next issue of the district’s 
Mercury newsletter will focus on 
the referendum, to provide res-
idents an alternative way to re-
ceive the information. The district 
Facebook page (McGregor School 
District #4) will continue to be up-
dated with additional information 
about the facilities plan and refer-
endum.

During the forum, Johnson re-
minded district residents that in 
more than 2,300 surveys delivered 
by the district, residents and em-
ployees said that safety and secu-

rity, technical education updates, 
kitchen updates, student sup-
port services, site improvement, 
building a bus garage and minor 
updates to the auditorium were 
projects that they were willing to 
support.

The task force determined that 
the current facilities are not up to 
strength if the goal is to prepare 
students for 21st century learn-
ing. The current facilities do not 
prepare students to follow a path 
to careers in the trades,  and a 
broader focus is needed to in-
clude students who do not choose 
to pursue a four-year college ed-
ucation.

Thirty percent of students in the 
district receive special education 
services, and the facility doesn’t 
currently reflect the importance of 
those services to the student body, 

Fifth annual 
Dawson Strong 
ride is Saturday
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
jeisenbart@aitkinage.com

Dennis VanPortfliet knows just 
how special his son, Dawson, was 
to the world.

“Dawson was a wonderful kid,” 
explained Dennis. “His laugh was 
completely contagious, his heart 
was so, so big. He loved music of 
all types and he loved art.

“He was a beautiful soul.”
When Dawson died unexpect-

edly in June 2015, many were left 
trying to make sense of the loss. 
For the VanPortfliet family, their 
sense came in helping others – 
specifically the families whose 
children are cared for at the Hen-
nepin County Medical Center.

While the VanPortfliets were 
lucky to have family and friends 
bring them what they needed in 
the days before Dawson’s death, 
others aren’t so lucky – needing 
everything from food to clothes to 
hotel rooms.

Which is why the Dawson 
Strong Ride enters its fifth itera-
tion this coming Saturday, Aug. 
1. Originally postponed from 
the third week of June due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the event 

will raise money for the HCMC 
Extraordinary Kids fund, which  
helps provide a “child and fam-
ily-centered environment,” ac-
cording to HCMC.

All the proceeds from the ride 
– which includes the entry fee of 
$30 for the five-stop event – the 
dinner, after party and a silent 
auction – go to the fund.

Dennis explained that during 
his family’s stay in Minneapolis, 
he saw many families that didn’t 
have access to the same support 
network they did.

“That’s why we do what we can 
do,” he explained. “That’s where 
this money goes. It’s to provide 
money for those families.”

In terms of a fundraiser choice, 
though, Dennis didn’t need to 
look far.

“Motorcycle riders are the most 
giving people I’ve ever met,” he 
explained. “My son loved motor-
cycles, I ride motorcycles.”

The event starts at The Landing 
in Aitkin, then to Savanna Portage 
Inc. in Floodwood. From there, 
the ride will travel to the 3rd Place 
Bar in Cloquet and then to the 

Minnesota mask mandate 
officially goes into effect
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news@aitkinage.com

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz was 
the latest governor to mandate 
wearing face masks last week,  
hoping to stem the spread of the 
coronavirus following a recent rise 
in cases statewide.

At a July 22 news conference that 
included state officials, business 
owners and infectious disease 
experts, the Democratic governor 
cited support from businesses and 
health care experts, along with a 
recent rise in the positive infection 
rate, for the mandate. Walz said a 
90% to 95% compliance rate on 
the mask order can dramatically 
reduce the infection rate and slow 
the spread of the virus statewide.

“This is the way — the cheapest 
and most effective way — for us to 
open up our businesses, for us to 
get our kids back in school, for us 
to keep our grandparents healthy 
and for us to get back that life that 
we all miss so much,” Walz said.

The executive order — which 

went into effect on Saturday — 
requires masks be worn in busi-
nesses, public buildings and 
other indoor spaces where people 
gather, but allows room for cities 
to adopt tougher requirements. 
Children 5 and under are exempt 
from the order, along with indi-
viduals with a medical condition, 
a mental health condition or dis-
ability.

Businesses must post signs to 
inform customers of the mask 
requirement and make sure they 
comply. Violations of the man-
date are a petty misdemeanor that 
comes with a fine of up to $100 
for individuals, and a fine of up to 
$1,000 or up to 90 days in jail for 
businesses.

Local businesses were adjusting 
to the mandate.

“It’s posted on both of my 
stores, on both the doors,” said 
Lisa Christenson, the owner of 
Curio North in Aitkin. She said Fri-
day that she hadn’t received much 
in terms of feedback, but added 
that the mandate wasn’t going 

into effect until the weekend.
The Office Shop, meanwhile, 

in Aitkin has had staff routinely 
masked and a posted plan in its 
front windows since reopening.

A new sign addressing the mask 
mandate went up Friday.

“This is our day one, and so far 
we have had no problems,” said 
Mic Petrenko, the store manager 
at the business. “Everybody has 
an opinion, but everyone’s been 
pretty respectful. I would say 90% 
of the customers that came in 
were already wearing a mask.”

Minnesota joins 29 other states, 
Washington, D.C., and Puerto 
Rico in mandating masks. Cities 
within the state including Minne-
apolis, St. Paul, Duluth and Roch-
ester have already instituted mask 
mandates of some form prior to 
Walz’s order.

In a statement Wednesday, GOP 
Senate Majority Leader Paul Ga-
zelka criticized the mandate as a 
“heavy-handed, broad approach 

See MCGREGOR page A8
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Learn more at RiverwoodHealthcare.org, or call 218-927-5566.
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Local artists finding a way to give back
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
jeisenbart@aitkinage.com

It’s a case of art meeting charity, help 
meeting artistic taste.

Now, the “Art for Others” Facebook page 
has taken off, auctioning off a handful of 
two-dimensional and three-dimensional 
art pieces each month via the website. So 
far, seven pieces of artwork have been auc-
tioned off, with the money going to the Ait-
kin Food Shelf in May and the Cuyuna Food 

Shelf in June.
Next up in July will be Scooby’s Animal 

Mission for the four items up for bid for 
July. Winners pick up the artwork and pay 
for their winning bid at Green Owl Gallery 
in Aitkin, where many of the pieces are on 
display as well.

In late spring, a small number of local 
artists – including Linda Causton, Char 
Schindeldecker and Julie Riley – saw people 
struggling. Causton, a former teacher, said 
she also knew from experience that some 

families rely on the meals their children get 
at school during the school year, and that 
summers can be a struggle even with help 
from the school districts.

“I knew people needed help out there,” 
said Causton. “But I also knew they didn’t 
need a flat artwork or a three-dimensional 
artwork right now.”

So, working with Riley and Schin-
deldecker, the three decided to put artwork 
they had created up for bid via Facebook. 
The first few items drew a limited number 

of bidders, but still put together a solid sum 
to be donated to the local charities.

The artists then approached Skye Fiedler, 
who owns and runs Green Owl Gallery, for 
help with the Facebook page.

“It’s a great cause, so I’m happy to be in-
volved,” Fiedler said. “It’s good in a lot of 
ways.”

The Facebook page now has more than 
80 followers, and the next four items up for 

‘Art for Others’ Facebook page allows people chance at art auction and also to donate to various charity causes

A summer of changes
BY LYNN MIZNER
lmizner@aitkinage.com

Aitkin County  4-H Coordinator 
Toni Gage was relieved last week 
to find out that the county’s seven 
clubs will have the option to partic-
ipate in a showcase of projects this 
year.

Static (General) Projects will be 
presented in the evening on Thurs-
day, Aug. 13, Horse Exhibition on 
Friday, Aug. 14 and Livestock Ex-
hibition on Saturday, Aug. 15, not 
open to the public.

The Aitkin County Fair Board 
thought it was important that 4-H be 
able to do something to recognize 
the work done by students, so they 
have been helping develop guide-
lines to allow the show to go on. The 
board has also been helping provide 
money for premiums.

In-person livestock, horse and 
general product shows, just for 
members and not open to the pub-
lic, will be part of the showcase.

Clubs already have the option of 
meeting virtually, and starting in 
July they can meet in small groups. 
Gage said that young people in-
volved in shooting sports will begin 
practicing as soon as they can after 
July 1; they might partner with 4-H 
in a couple of other counties to put 
on a competition for those activities.

As guidance becomes more clear, 
4-H leadership might plan a couple 
of other events in which club mem-
bers can participate.

VIRTUAL PROJECT 
LEARNING

Virtual project learning  will be 
available this summer in the north-
east region. Counties are partnering 
to provide programming in pho-
tography, shop, crafts and fine arts, 
performing arts and a few other 
skills. Club members will be able to 
show off the projects they complete 
using their newly acquired skills 
during county achievement days.

Aitkin county has 130 active 
members and 48 active volunteers 
who work to put on 4-H events. Vol-
unteers work with participants, who 
also get mentoring from volunteers 
in other parts of the state. Aitkin 
County is unique in that there are 
many local interactions that allow 
students to get mentoring on proj-

4-H to host showcase; virtual options coming into play after fair is canceled

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Raija Gustin shows two of the alpacas she will be working with as one of her 
4-H projects this summer.

ects from relatives and friends near 
home. That level of community inter-
connectedness is pretty uncommon 
in other counties, Gage said.

STRONG FOCUS 
One young Aitkin woman is ready 

to hit the ground running.
Fifteen year-old Raija Gustin has 

been involved with 4-H since she was 
a Cloverbud in elementary school. A 
10th grader at Aitkin High School this 
year, Raija is a member of the Pilots 
of Clear Lake 4-H Club.

She has chickens,  alpacas and five 
cows of her own. She will be showing 
projects in cow-calf pair, breeding 
heifer and prospect calf classes

Raija has chickens and will have a 
project in a poultry class, and her al-
pacas in the llama project class.

“The alpacas and chickens live 
at my house,” she said, “and I am 
hoping to get my cow and calf home 
this summer if I can get a fence and 
barn built. They are currently being 

This baby chick is part of Raija’s 
poultry project this summer.

Sheriff’s appeal
brings in results
Martineau was wanted for 28 felony 
counts stemming from Carlton County

See 4-H page A8

See ARTISTS page A8

BY JENNIFER EISENBART
jeisenbart@aitkinage.com

After enlisting the help of 
the public 
last week, 
the Aitkin 
C o u n t y 
S h e r i f f ’ s 
D e p a r t -
ment an-
n o u n c e d 
S a t u r d a y 
that it had 
a r r e s t e d 
C a l v i n 
James Mar-
tineau.

Martineau was wanted on 
14 counts of first-degree fel-
ony criminal sexual conduct 

and 14 counts of second-de-
gree criminal sexual con-
duct, all involving victims 
under the age of 13.

The sheriff’s department 
made the criminal com-
plaint public on its Face-
book page and shared it 
with various media outlets.

The update on the sher-
iff’s Facebook page Sat-
urday simply said that 
Martineau was caught. No 
further information was 
available by press deadline.

The criminal complaint, 
which was issued June 10, 
alleges that Martineau en-
gaged in sexual activity with 

Calvin James 
Martineau

McGregor man
arrested in alleged 
stabbing incident
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
jeisenbart@aitkinage.com

An alleged stabbing incident June 25 has led to criminal 
charges in Aitkin County.

Clifford Monroe Skinaway, McGregor, was charged June 
26 with one county of felony attempted 
murder, second degree, one count of fel-
ony assault, first degree, and one count of 
felony assault, second degree.

He is currently being held in Aitkin 
County Jail on an unconditional bond/
bail of $600,000 and a conditional bond/
bail of $300,000.

His first court hearing is set for July 10.
According to a press release from the 

Aitkin County Sheriff’s Department, a 
911 hang-up was received at 7:20 p.m. 
June 25. Shortly after, the department re-
ceived the call reporting a man had been 
stabbed in the chest.

Deputies responded to a residence in Spalding Town-
ship, but when they arrived, they learned that the alleged 

Clifford
Skinaway

See SKINAWAY page A8

See MARTINEAU page A8

Page A16


