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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt

PAGE
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Chris Havorson, left, received $80 from American 
Legion Post 86 to purchase sheet music of military 
service songs. Commander Leroy Stunek made the 
presentation from charitable gambling funds.

Aitkin’s one and only stoplight goes dark during the 
power outage.

Palisade held festivities to mark 
the 4th of July including a pa-
rade with Bicentennial Senior Cit-
izens King and Queen Mrs. Islay 
Swanson and Elmer Nelson. The 
Palisade Super Sledders took 
second place in the float design 
contest.

Steve Kurtz of Kurtz-Johnson Ag-Aero of Aitkin gave a crop dusting demon-
strationat the air show July 11. He was piloting a converted Boeing Stearman 
biplane.

Erin Catlin was crowned Miss Aitkin 2001, center, pic-
tured with second princesses Anna Gorecky, Left and 
Andrea Blake, right.

1976, 2001, 2021

Legion 
donates 
to Aitkin 
School 
band

Royalty crowned in moments of truth

Substation damaged by lightning in storm

Palisade celebrates the 4th

as the large number of dis-
trict “needs” at the moment 
– were discussed. While 
social media was highly 
touted, board members also 
raised the idea of placing an 
insert in local papers, and 
Stone suggested direct mail-
ing. Houser also pointed 
out that starting a Facebook 
group so people could ask 
questions and discuss the 
CPL could be advantageous.

The Aitkin County Fair 

was the first of many stops 
by the district to communi-
cate the need of the CPL and 
how it will impact taxpayers. 
Aitkin Superintendent Dan 
Stifter also visited the Min-
nesota Association of Town-
ships meeting July 15.

Among the information 
Stifter shared at that meet-
ing was the impact if the 
CPL fails – another cut of 
staff in the schools, this time 
between 10-12 positions.

The district is planning on 
attending meetings in the 

coming months of various 
organizations and munici-
palities, all in hopes of get-
ting voters on board.

Stone did point out that 
of the 57 referendums that 
Rapp Strategies has worked 
on, 40 have passed.

“We really like doing this 
work,” Stone said, adding 
that the company recog-
nizes that schools are the 
center of many communi-
ties. Aitkin Age Reporter Re-
becca Fudala contributed to 
this story.

was substandard, but they 
didn’t really know how bad 
it was. Aitkin ranks 81st out 
of 87 counties in the state 
when it comes to the avail-
ability of high-speed inter-
net throughout the state. 

During the information 
and data collection period 
of the program, a survey 
was sent out to residents in 
Aitkin, Kanabec and Pine 
counties and the Mille Lacs 
Tribal Economy. More than 
2,400 people responded to 
the survey, including 930 
people from Aitkin. 

Of all those surveyed in 
Aitkin County, 8% did not 
have internet services. Of 
the 70% surveyed that do 
have internet service, 22% 
only had access through a 
cellular phone. 

Among those without 
access to the internet, 44% 
reported that there was no 
service offered at their loca-
tion and 13% reported that 
what was available was too 
expensive. 

The survey also found that 
43% of households in Aitkin 
have at least one member 
of the family working from 
home,12% that operate a 
business at home and 19% 
that attend school full-time. 

Ninety seven percent of 
residents thought that there 
were not sufficient internet 
service providers available 
at their location.

On January 30, 2020 the 
Federal Communications 
Commission launched the 
Rural Digital Opportunity 
Fund (RDOF), dedicated 
to connecting millions of 
homes and small businesses 
in rural areas to high speed 
internet networks. RDOF 

held a competitive auction 
and awarded bidding pro-
viders the rights to build 
broadband networks in spe-
cific areas. 

Most of the territory up 
for bid in Aitkin was given to 
LTD Broadband, a non-local 
provider. LTD Broadband 
was founded in 2011 and 
its mission is to bring “reli-
able, affordable broadband 
to rural areas.” The provider 
has more than 2,100 tower 
sites in Iowa, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, South Dakota 
and Wisconsin, servicing 
over 50,000 square miles. 

Aitkin County Board 
Commissioner Brian Nap-
stad expressed concerns 
regarding RDOF activity in 
the county. RDOF bids went 
to the lowest bidder, and in 
some cases, the bids don’t 
make sense.

“A rural passage averages 
$9,000 per home, so if you 
have 15 homes in an area 
that’s $135,000,” Napstad 
said. He said that the fact 
that the bids were so low 
reduces the board’s confi-
dence that the jobs will ac-
tually get done.

RDOF providers get six 
years to build out their net-
works. During this time, 
RDOF areas are off limits 
to other providers and no 
other grant dollars or fund-
ing sources can be used in 
those areas. This means that 
local providers that know 
the area and are familiar 
with its challenges will not 
be able to work in those 
areas as well. 

“Our hands are tied,” 
Napstad said. 

Jessica Seibert, Aitkin 
County Administrator, said, 
“We are trying to push the 
federal government to make 

sure that these providers are 
certified.” 

“We can’t sit on our hands 
because they are tied,” Jef-
fers said. “We need to push 
with our legislators, run 
speed tests and continue to 
work on submitting grants 
to work with local provid-
ers.”

The Aitkin County Board 
of Commissioners approved 
a request from Jeffers, in 
collaboration with MLEC, to 
apply for the upcoming Na-
tional Telecommunications 
and Information Adminis-
tration Grant, due Aug. 17. 
The county will be applying 
specifically to the Federal 
Broadband Infrastructure 
Program – a $288 million 
program designed to build 
partnerships between cities 
and counties with broad-
band providers in order to 
lay the infrastructure and 
execute the deployment of 
internet services to areas 
lacking in broadband. 

The county will be apply-
ing for $7 million dollars in 
funding and has marked ter-
ritories both inside and out-
side of RDOF areas. Napstad 
expressed concerns that 
the “duplication of bene-
fits” might tie up the grant 
process, but commended 
Jeffers for pushing forward 
and exploring all venues for 
making broadband access a 
reality in the county. 

Protocols for the grant 
application require a public 
hearing for community resi-
dents to voice any concerns. 
The board approved a pub-
lic hearing for Aug. 10 at 11 
a.m. at the Aitkin County 
Government Center. 

To run a speed test, 
visit: mnruralbroadband 
coalition.com/speedtest.
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Be MORE
MINNESOTA
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Our kids need extra support more
than ever. Give your time to help
them succeed.

Learn more at
Join.ReadingandMath.org

Make sure your next home project is done right
the first time. Protect your investment by ensuring
your contractor is licensed.

Verify a license at www.hirelicensedmn.com
Or call 651-284-5069.

Protect yourself. Hire licensed.

HIRE LICENSED CONTRACTORS

218-927-7077
401 Minnesota Ave. N., Aitkin

Across from Security State Bank

YOUR BUILDING MATERIALS
HEADQUARTERS FOR:

• Quality Homes
• Additions
• Cottages • Garages
• Farm Buildings
• Storage Sheds • Decks
• Porches • Remodeling
• Plywood • Lumber
• Roofing • Insulation
• Hardware
• Millwork • Fencing

OPEN: Mon. - Fri. 7:30 - 5:00
Sat. 8:00 - 1:00

Now available

one yard at a time…
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The family of
DIXON ESARY
sincerely THANK
our family and friends,
for the outpouring of
kindness and support
during the passing of our dear husband,
father, grandfather, and brother.

We are truly blessed...

online > www.greatermidwestinsurance.com

HANSON INSURANCE AGENCY
Greater
Midwest
Insurance
Aitkin
927.1777
McGregor
768.3306

Make sure everything
is covered.

1050 Minnesota Ave. S.,
Aitkin, MN 56431

M, W, Th 8-5; Tu 7-3:30
F 8-2 • 218-927-3785

FAMILY DENTISTRY ORTHODONTICS
Sean Fleming DDS Dr. Peder Gaalaas
McLean Severson DDS Dr. Ryan Mueller

www.r iveroaksdentalmn.com

New Patients Welcome!

NEED A
WELL DRILLED?

• FREE ESTIMATES •
Well Drilling,

Repair & Abandonment
Pump Sales & Service
Dennis 218-927-3571

NEED A
WELL DRILLED?

For 119 Years

WELL DRILLING
26744 Hwy. 210, Aitkin, MN

Time capsule/ Residents get 
glimpses of 1971 centennial
city of Aitkin was officially 
recognized by the Min-
nesota state legislature in 
1871, and thus the celebra-
tion in 1971.

About 50 people showed 
up for the opening, hoping 
to see what centennial or-
ganizers placed in the cap-
sule and also to claim letters 
written on specially printed 
stationery. 

The items in the metal 
capsule were wrapped in 
several layers of plastic to 
protect them from moisture. 
A map lined the bottom of 
the capsule, and newspa-
pers – including the Aitkin 
Independent Age about the 
time of the celebration – 
were packed in for added 
protection.

“This is like history,” said 
Kayla Host, a second grade 
teacher at Rippleside Ele-
mentary, who attended with 
her son. “I feel a part of it.”

So did numerous oth-
ers in attendance. Aitkin 
County Board Chairman 
Mark Wedel remembered 
that his last appearance 

with the Aitkin High School 
Marching Band was the day 
the capsule was buried.

“It’s a day of nostalgia 
here,” Wedel said. Then he 
added with a laugh, “We’re 
hoping it’s not going to be 
an Al Capone vault type 
thing.”

The jokes about what the 
capsule contained contin-
ued as the bolts stubbornly 
held the box shut, but when 
the capsule was opened, ev-
eryone got a chance to look 
at what was considered im-
portant in 1971.

First, Peysar pulled a 
bumper sticker from the 
box, while Leeann Moriarty 
pulled a pair of wrapped 
centennial plates out next.

After Peysar read the in-
scription on the back of the 
plates – which explained 
how Aitkin started as a 
logging town – the rest of 
the packing material was 
quickly removed.

The plastic-wrapped 
items included in the cap-
sule included a set of clip-on 
ties, a guest book, books of 
the commemorative stock 
sheets that were for sale, 

a sweatshirt and a t-shirt 
that were sold for the event 
... and of course, the letters 
that were written by Aitkin 
residents for inclusion in 
the time capsules.

Those letters were what 
many in the audience were 
waiting for. While Moriarty 
said that the majority of 
the letters would be distrib-
uted later after they were 
cataloged, some came and 
claimed their letters imme-
diately.

Among those who picked 
up her family’s letters was 
Maxine Schroeder, who re-
claimed a letter she wrote to 
her goddaughters and a let-
ter from her mother to her 
younger sister’s children, 
which she intended to pass 
on.

“I think it’s fantastic,” 
Schroeder said. “I said, ‘I’m 
not going to be here when 
they open this thing up.’

“I was there with bells on, 
waiting,” she added.

Schroeder got notification 
later in the day that there 
were another two letters for 
her.

“I’m just so excited that 
I’ll be able to give it to one 
of the girls,” she said of one 
of the letters. “See their ex-
pressions to what I wrote.

“I’m so excited for these 
people to get here and see 
these things,” Schroeder 
added.

Editor’s note: Anyone who 
received a letter and is inter-
ested in sharing its contents, 
please call 218-429-4457 and 
leave a message. 

Accelerate/ Broadband in county?
Continued from page 1

ASB/ Communication on CPL starts
Continued from page 1

Drought/ County in moderate stage
water conservation mea-
sures, such as reducing 

landscape irrigation, using 
more efficient irrigation 
equipment, and checking 
and repairing water leaks. 
Water appropriation per-
mit holders can contact the 
local DNR area hydrologist 
for technical assistance or 
with any questions.

• Notifying public water 
suppliers that it is time 
to implement their wa-

ter-use reduction actions. 
Residents and landowners 
should watch for commu-
nications from their munic-
ipal or public water supplier 
for details on local water 
use reduction actions and 
restrictions.

• Temporarily suspending 
or modifying some water 
appropriations in response 
to low stream flow condi-
tions as necessary. As of July 
15, the DNR has suspended 
water appropriations in 10 
watersheds.

Under current conditions, 
it will take at least 3-5 inches 
of precipitation spread over 
a period of about two weeks 
to significantly alleviate the 
drought. Drought is a nat-
urally occurring feature of 
Minnesota’s climate. Some 
level of moderate and severe 
drought typically occurs in 
the state almost every year.

Continued from page 1

PHOTO BY JENNIFER EISENBART
LeeAnn Moriarty helps unpack 
the Aitkin Centennial time cap-
sule July 17. Included in the cap-
sule were hundreds of letters 
left by residents during the 1971 
centennial year.

Continued from page 1

BY REBECCA FUDALA
rebecca.fudala@apgecm.com

On July 24, at 1:30 p.m. the 
power went out in Aitkin, expos-
ing some vulnerable aspects of life 
in the city. From Dairy Queen in 
the east to the 40 Club in the west, 
from Block North in the north to 
Paulbeck’s County Market in the 
south, lights were out, air condi-
tioners powered down and many 
were left in the dark.

 Dave Cluff, utilities manager 
at the Aitkin Public Utilities Com-
mission, said in an email Monday 
“A substation took lighting from 
the Friday evening storm and 
damaged arresters.”

The power outage affected all 
1,800 Public Utilities customers. 

 Most businesses had to shut 
their doors to customers.

“It’s very disturbing, especially 
on a Saturday,” said Jerry Dagen, 
who has worked at the 40 Club for 
more than 30 years, can’t remem-
ber a time when the power was off 
for such a long time, unless there 
was a major storm, and for no ap-
parent reason. 

 Tills stopped working. Refriger-
ators had to stay closed to preserve 
perishable items. And kitchens in 
restaurants had to shut down. At 

Block North, when the power went 
out the vents in the kitchen shut 
down.

Samantha, a hostess at Block 
North, said, “We had no vents to 
get rid of smoke.” Smoke slowly 
filled the dining room and bar.

“The only thing we could do was 
open the doors,” she said.

 Some businesses had no prob-
lem functioning in the dark. Mat-
thew Kendrick, bartender at The 

Landing, said, “We are staying 
open because everyone in here is 
family.” He kept track of drinks 
by hand and his patrons had no 
problem drinking in the dark. 

 At 3:45 p.m., the till at The 
Landing dinged, the TV came on 
and lights were restored. Most of 
the patrons cheered, but some, al-
ready missing the quiet and calm 
of the dark, asked for the lights to 
be turned back off. 

AUG 7 2021
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Is there a rural water crisis – and who is responsible?
BY LYNN MIZNER
lynn.mizner@apgecm.com

It was common for small town Minnesota 
in the early 20th Century to be a cluster of 
houses around a church, a school, a co-op 
store and maybe a gas station.

Each house and business likely had a 
fairly shallow well, sometimes a hand-dug 
or driven well, to provide its water.

When municipalities were incorporated 
and had such things as paved streets and 
sewer and water systems, city councils and 
elected officials administered the water 
supply along with other city infrastructure.

Unfortunately, municipal water systems 
that were built half a century or more  ago 
are now deteriorating, creating health and 
financial issues for rural communities.

Flint, Michigan has been in the national 

news for six years because of contamination 
from corroded pipes leaching heavy metals 
into its municipal water system. Flint was 
a high-profile example of the profound 
impacts aging water infrastructure and 
contamination from industry can cause in 
small municipalities, but it is far from the 
exception.

In her 2019 paper Rural America’s Drink-
ing Water Crisis, human rights attorney 
Madison Condon said that the rural water 
crisis affecting millions of Americans “con-
tinues to go unnoticed.”

Condon found that poor regulation of 
agricultural waste and other pollutants, 
shrinking populations (and tax bases) and 
aging infrastructure all contribute to the 
increasing incidence of water quality viola-
tions dotting the rural landscape.

Decades-old water systems are suscep-

tible to such failures as corroding pipes 
that leach copper and lead directly into the 
drinking supply. 

There are nearly 60 thousand community 
water systems in the United States and 93% 
of them serve populations of fewer than 
10,000 people – 67% serve populations of 
fewer than 500 people. 

Often the tax base is not there to support 
the upgrades needed to bring aging rural 
water systems into compliance with mod-
ern water quality standards. In addition, 
there are ever more pollutants in the envi-
ronment and they need to be addressed in 
upgraded water treatment systems.

A 2019 analysis of EPA data called Wa-
tered Down Justice confirmed that unequal 
access to safe drinking water is correlated  

SUBMITTED PHOTO

When a municipality has water that looks 
like this, residents can become alarmed. 
Some have asked how much oversight 
there really is of rural water supplies. See WATER page 8

The Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources has confirmed 
zebra mussels in Cedar Lake, near 
the city of Aitkin in Aitkin County, 
and in the St. James Mine Pit, in 
Aurora in St. Louis County.

DNR invasive species special-
ists followed up on a report from 
a Cedar Lake user who found and 
photographed one adult zebra 
mussel in a swimming area. Three 
additional adult zebra mussels 
were found in the same area.

Zebra mussels can cause ex-
pensive damage to water intake 
pipes and can reduce or block 
water flow into intake pipes. 
Water containing zebra mussel 
veligers must be filtered and/or 
treated to eliminate veligers be-
fore it can be used for drinking 
water or discharged, to prevent 
the spread of invasive species in 
the downstream receiving wa-
ters..

“It’s helpful when lake users 
contact us if they find what might 
be an invasive species that’s new 
to a lake,” said Heidi Wolf, DNR 

invasive species unit supervisor. 
“Early detection is important, be-
cause it can help prevent spread 
to other lakes.”

Whether or not a lake has any 
invasive species, Minnesota law 
requires boaters and anglers to:

• Clean watercraft and trailers 
of aquatic plants and prohibited 
invasive species,

• Drain  all water by removing 
drain plugs and keeping them out 
during transport, and

• Dispose of unwanted bait in 
the trash.

Some invasive species are small 
and difficult to see at the access. 
To remove or kill them, take one 
or more of the following precau-
tions before moving to another 
water body:     

• Spray with high-pressure 
water.

• Rinse with very hot water (120 
degrees for at least two minutes 
or 140 degrees for at least 10 sec-
onds).

• Dry for at least five days.

Zebra mussels 
found in Cedar Lake

When the lights go 
down in the city...

Substation 
damaged by 
lightning in 
recent storm

REBECCA FUDALA PHOTOS

Top – Block North’s kitchen was forced to shut down Saturday as a 
power outage hit Aitkin. Above – Aitkin’s one and only stoplight goes 
dark during power outage.

DNR answers Line 
3 permit questions
BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

The Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources issued a 
press release July 23 responding 
to questions asked about the En-
bridge Line 3 Replacement Proj-
ect as well as current construction 
activity.

From the release:
• How can Enbridge con-

tinue with construction given 
drought-related restrictions on its 
water appropriations permits?

The Minnesota DNR has tempo-
rarily suspended surface water ap-
propriations for some permittees 
in watersheds where flow condi-
tions meet certain triggers. These 
suspensions include Enbridge’s 
water appropriations for dust con-
trol, horizontal directional drilling 
(HDD) and hydrostatic line testing 
in some locations. Enbridge’s sur-
face water use is currently under 
suspension in Crow Wing River, 
Pine River, Mississippi River – 
Brainerd and St. Louis River wa-
tersheds.

“The Minnesota DNR has not 
suspended Enbridge’s HDD ac-
tivity itself in these watersheds, 
or elsewhere, due to drought con-
ditions,” the release read. “Much 
of the pipeline route traverses 
areas where water appropriations 
permits are not currently subject 
to suspension. Within the water-
sheds where Enbridge’s surface 
water use has been suspended, 
the company may continue to 
conduct HDD activity if it is using 
stored water previously appro-
priated or obtains water from an-
other appropriate and available 
source.”

The DNR added that it contin-
ues to monitor and manage the 
drought situation statewide in 
accordance with its drought man-
agement plan and will temporar-
ily suspend or modify additional 
appropriations as necessary.

• Why is Enbridge being allowed 
to continue its trench dewatering 
in watersheds where its water per-
mits have been suspended?

See CEDAR LAKE page 8

See LINE 3 page 15


