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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt

PAGE
History5 years ago

25 years ago

50 years ago

The Woodrow family stands in front of Timber 
Lakes Septic Services Inc. in Aitkin, alongside two 
of their sewer pump trucks which sport their new 
logo. Pictured, from left: Tim and Amber Wood-
row, Chris Buttler, Henry Woodrow, Hudson 
Woodrow and Hayla Woodrow.

Breena Burgstaler was named the Outstanding Young 
Adult honoree by the Aitkin Women of Today. She is pic-
tured with her mom Tena Burgstaler and her sister Karena 
Burgstaler.

Once again, Robert Williams, third grade 
teacher at Rippleside, gets the honor of cutting 
Principal Jim Pitt’s tie. Williams had the most stu-
dents sign up for the Catch a Star talent show.

Gov. Wendell Anderson and 
Mayor Mike Hill add their touch 
of paint to Aitkin’s Bicentennial 
Bandstand as Band Director 
Bruce Femling looks on. Jaycees 
shown working on the ceiling are 
Dave Dickey and Noel Jones.

Ruth Ann Buismann’s third grade class at Rippleside Elementary School observed 
Arbor Day April 30 with the planting of an evergreen on the front lawn at the 
school. Mike Fossen dug the hole while Ronnie Kellerman placed the tree.

The Mississippi has flooded its banks turning farmers’ 
fields into lakes. Jeff and Terry Hasskamp use a canoe to 
get grain from this barn to their cattle. A converted fuel 
tank holds the grain.

1976, 2001, 2021
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Agralite Electric Cooperative • Arrowhead Cooperative, Inc. • BENCO Electric Cooperative • Brown County Rural Electrical
Association • Connexus Energy • Cooperative Light & Power • Crow Wing Power • Dakota Electric Association • East Central
Energy • Federated Rural Electric Association • Goodhue County Cooperative Electric Association • Itasca-Mantrap Cooperative
Electrical Association • Kandiyohi Power Cooperative • Lake Country Power • Lake Region Electric Cooperative • McLeod
Cooperative Power Association • Meeker Cooperative • Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative • Minnesota Valley Electric Cooperative
• Nobles Cooperative Electric • North Itasca Electric Cooperative, Inc. • Redwood Electric Cooperative • Runestone Electric
Association • South Central Electric Association • Stearns Electric Association • Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric • Todd-Wadena
Electric Cooperative • Wright-Hennepin Cooperative Electric Association

Great River Energy—Powering what’s possible

greatriverenergy.com

n Stay at least 50 feet away from it and
assume it is energized. The ground may
also be energized making the entire area
extremely dangerous.

n Never touch anything that is touching a
downed power line. It is as dangerous as
the line itself.

n If a power line falls on your vehicle while
you are in it, stay inside your vehicle until
help arrives.

POWERFUL STORMS can damage power
lines. If you see a downed power line:

NEVER TOUCH
A DOWNED
POWER LINE.
Always assume
it is energized
and call 911
immediately.

Be Safe
Stay clear of downed power lines

CLUES ACROSS
1. Large, flightless birds
5. Lifts and moves heavy objects
10. Hyundai sedan
12. Wear away by erosion
14. Arranged alphabetically
16. Top prosecutor
18. __-de-sac: Short dead-end street
19. Digital audiotape
20. Linguistics pioneer
22. Singer DiFranco
23. Arms of the sea
25. Near-reach weapon (abbr.)
26. Ballplayer’s accessory
27. You get one at the beach
28. U.S. founding father
30. W. Australia indigenous people
31. Amounts of time
33. Put on the shelf
35. Russian dynasty member
37. City along the Elbe River
38. A peninsula between the Red
Sea and the Persian Gulf
40. Actor Damon
41. __ King Cole, musician
42. Company that rings receipts
44. Scatter
45. Basics
48. Part of a door
50. Indicates silence
52. Moved quickly on foot
53. Monetary units
55. A place to crash
56. Many subconsciousses
57. Group of countries
58. About line of latitude
63. Female follower of Bacchus
65. A dentist can treat it
66. Dull brown fabrics
67. Int’l nonprofit

CLUES DOWN
1. Midway between northeast and
east
2. Partner to cheese
3. One from Utah

4. A way to move
5. Playing cards
6. Baseball stat
7. Long river in western Asia
8. Grandmothers
9. Entertainment legend Sullivan
10. Steam bath room
11. One who kills
13. Food
15. Swiss river
17. Fleet
18. Taxi
21. Working class
23. More (Spanish)
24. High schoolers’ test
27. Large heavily built goat antelope
29. Murdered in his bathtub
32. Tease good-naturedly

34. Morsel
35. Cause persistent resentment
36. A radioactive element
39. Perform in a play
40. Witty remark: Bon __
43. A great place to kayak
44. Conclude by reasoning
46. In an unfavorable way
47. Complex of nerve tissues (abbr.)
49. Machine for making paper
51. Feline
54. Yugo’s hatchback
59. Check
60. Press against lightly
61. Wind-pollinated plants
62. __compoop
64. Commercial

CROSSWORD PUZZLE • MAY 5 - MAY11
AITKIN AGE • MILLE LACS MESSENGER • BARGAIN HUNTER

Low Cost Vaccinations
and Heartworm Test Clinic for Cats & Dogs
Saturday, May 12 9 am-1 pm
Community Center, Malmo, MN

NO Exam Fee. (pay only for vaccinations)
Discounted prices on heartworm preventative, flea & tick collars.

Sponsored by Greg Harms, D.V.M. - Brainerd Equine
Call today for an appointment to get your HORSES vaccinated, 218-838-5164

May 30th

No Appointment Necessary.
Social Distancing Will Be Observed-

Please Wear A Face Mask

May 8th

New owners, new name – but the same service
BY REBECCA FUDALA
rebecca.fudala@apgecm.com

Tim and Amber Woodrow have been 
partners with Jeremy Goble at Goble’s 
Sewer Service since  2015.

When Jeremy decided to pursue other 
ventures last year, Tim and Amber pur-
chased his half of the company and became 
its sole proprietors. 

Goble’s Sewer Service was started in the 
mid-1970s by Gaylen Goble. In 2015, Goble, 
planning to retire, sold half of the company 
to Tim and Amber Woodrow.

Tim’s father, Dale Woodrow, worked at 
Goble’s for years, and Tim worked for the 
company on and off during college. Tim 
admitted that it is different being the sole 
proprietors.

“It seems like something new is coming 
up every day,” Tim said.

The Woodrows are grateful to the Gobles, 
who have been very active in the transition, 
and are happy that they had the opportunity 
to partner with them as long as they did. 

“Functionally, nothing has really 
changed,” said Woodrow. “I’ve been in 
charge of operations for the past six years 
and we’ve kept the same crew – a pretty 
strong core team of guys.” 

Timber Lakes Septic Services will con-
tinue to provide septic maintenance and 
repair services such as pumping, cleaning 
and line jetting. They will continue to pro-
vide services in the area, about a 35-mile ra-
dius of Aitkin, including Crosby, Mille Lacs 
Lake, Malmo, McGregor, Big Sandy Lake 
and Palisade. The company has a licensed 
inspector who can provide compliance re-
ports for real-estate transfers and building 
permits. 

When asked why the name change, 

Woodrow said, “Being that the Gobles had 
moved on and were no longer involved, 
we thought it might be time for a name 
change.” 

The new name is two-fold. “Timber” is 
simply a portmanteau of Tim and Amber. 
And the words “timber” and “lakes” are a 
nod to the natural beauty of the Aitkin area.

“We really love living here and the beauty 
that this area offers,” Amber said. She ex-
plained that the main reason they are in this 
business is to help preserve the lakes and 
forests for generations to come.

The name change – with the Gobles’ 
name and branding on everything – had to 
be tracked down and changed, Woodrow 
said, “and that’s a lot of stuff.”

On top of that, “it’s informing the public 
enough to know that it’s not an entirely new 
company, just a new name.” 

The company has grown over the past six 
years.

“At times it’s scary because you feel like 
it’s going faster than you can keep up with, 
good or bad,” Amber said. “It’s just one of 
those things, it’s a blessing and a curse all 
at the same.” 

In response to a growing need in the 
community, this April the Woodrows ex-
panded into the portables business. Timber 
Lakes Portable Services is co-owned by the 
Woodrows and Amber’s brother, Chris But-
tler, and his wife Zanna Christen.

They have 125 standard-size portables 
and six wheelchair-accessible portable toi-
lets.

“Having outdoor restrooms for grad-party 
guests is a great way to reduce foot traffic in 
and out of peoples’ homes and easier to so-
cially distance outside while waiting to use 
the facilities,” Amber explained. “The other 
benefit is people are not stressing their own 

in-ground system.”
The company will be offering a special 

discount for all graduates this spring.
“People think about portables in the case 

of a sewer emergency, but there are advan-
tages to planning ahead,” Tim said.

If becoming co-owners of their own busi-

ness isn’t enough chaos, the Woodrows also 
recently welcomed a seven-month-old lab 
into their home.

“We kind of missed a little bit of that 
puppy stage, but he’s still got enough puppy 
left in him, and so we are also experiencing 
that,” Amber said. 

REBECCA FUDALA  PHOTO
The Woodrow Family stands in front of Timber Lakes Septic Services Inc. in Aitkin, 
alongside two of their sewer pump trucks which sport their new logo. Pictured are, from 
left – Tim Woodrow, Amber Woodrow, Chris Buttler, Henry Woodrow, Hudson Woodrow 
and Hayla Woodrow.

Woodrows change Goble’s Sewer Service to Timber Lakes Septic Services Inc., promise same quality service

365 days of outstanding water quality in the county
BY REBECCA FUDALA
rebecca.fudala@apgecm.com

On March 25, the Min-
nesota Pollution Control 
Agency announced the win-
ners of this year’s Waste-
water Treatment Facility 
Operations Award at the 
83rd annual Wastewater 
Operations Conference in 
Brooklyn Park.

Three wastewater treat-
ment plants in Aitkin County 
received the award – the 

Aitkin WWTP, the McGre-
gor WWTP and the Palisade 
WWTP.

Only wastewater treat-
ment facility operators with 
perfect compliance records 
receive this award. Among 
the 1,650 wastewater treat-
ment facilities statewide, 
only 292 awards were given 
out this year. 

Wastewater treatment is 
vital to the community. Dif-
ferent combinations of phys-
ical, chemical and biological 

processes are used to reduce 
pollutants in wastewater.

The removal of these 
pathogens and contami-
nants are critical to the pres-
ervation of the environment 
and human health. 

The MPCA considers 
three main factors when 
determining the winners – 
all monitoring reports are 
submitted correctly and on 
time, compliance is demon-
strated through monitoring 
and surveys and all employ-

ees have been certified in 
wastewater operations by 
the MPCA.  

When first contacted for 
this article, Murv Mock, 
chief operator at the Ait-
kin Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, wasn’t aware that the 
Aitkin WWTP had won.

“The Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency has 
been giving out Wastewater 
Treatment Facility Awards 
for quite some time,” Mock 

said. “Aitkin has won quite 
a few awards in the past, al-
though not every year.”

Mock has been employed 
by the Aitkin Public Utilities 
for 21 years. He and BJ Was-
serzieher operate the facility.

Mock was quick to share 
credit with the Aitkin Public 
Utilities electrical line and 
city street departments.

“They play a big part as 
well,” Mock said. 

REBECCA FUDALA  PHOTO
The Aitkin Wastewater 
Facility was built in 1962. It 
has been ungraded three 
times since. City engineers 
recently completed a 
Wastewater Treatment 
Facility Plan for improve-
ments to meet future 
needs, address aging infra-
structure and new require-
ments mandated by MCPA.

New owners, new name … same service

A slash to Pitt

River runs all over it … again

FAITH & COMMUNITY Aitkin Independent Age
www.aitkinage.com

Wednesday, May 5, 2021   I   7

Alliance
Aitkin New Life – Larry Burg & John Baker, 
Pastors. Go to website Newlifeaitkin.com for 
information on worship services.
Garrison – Pastor Mike Palkie; 9:15 adult 
and children SS; 10:30 am Worship.  

Assembly of God
Aitkin Assembly of God – Pastor Mark 
Boone; Worship Sun.10 a.m.
Crosby – Sun. School at 9:30; Sun. Worship 
at 10:30.
Hill City – Rev. G. Valley; Sun. 10, 102 Lake 
Ave. NE.
Palisade – SS 9; Worship 10.

Baptist
The Journey North Aitkin Campus – L. 
Hines, Pastor; Contemporary worship Sun. 
9:30 & 11 am; Wed. AWANA (preschool-5th 
grade) 6:15 pm; Wed. KHAOS Youth Group 
6:30 pm.
Deerwood – W. Skog, Pastor; SS 9:30; Ser-
vice 10:30 and 6 pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.
Glory – C. Meirose, Pastor; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am; Wed. 6 pm
Hill City – L. Lee, Pastor; SS 10; Service 10; 
Bible Study, Thu., 7 pm.
Opstead – SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible 
Study Wed., 7 pm.

Beth Shalom Tabernacle
Hebrew/Messianic Study – Rabbi Frank 
Dell. 320-684-2804; 218-260-9098.

Catholic
St. James, Aitkin – Fr. David Forsman, Sat. 
5 pm; Sun. 10 am; Confession Sat. 10-10:45 
am and 4-4:45 pm
Holy Family, Hillman – Fr. Elias Gieske, 
Sun. 9 am; confession by appointment.
Our Lady of Fatima, Garrison – Fr. 
Anthony Craig; Sat. 4 pm; Confessions 
before Mass
Holy Family, McGregor – Fr. David Fors-
man, Sun. 8 am; Confession Sun. 7:15-7:45 
am.
St. Therese, Vineland – Sun. 11 am; Holy 
Days 8:30.
St. Joseph’s, Crosby – Fr. Anthony Craig,  
Sun. 8:30 am and 10:30 am; Confessions 
before  Mass.

Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter Day Saints

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints – Co. Rd. 12, Aitkin; Sac. Mtg. 10 
am; SS 11:10 am; Priesthood Relief Society 
12:10 pm.

Community
Aitkin Community – Nondenominational; 
Sun. 10.
Amazing Grace Christian Church, 
McGregor – Pastor Joel Seibel; Sun. 10:45; 
at Methodist church in McGregor. 
Calvary Bible Fellowship – Pastor L. 
Palkki; Sun. 10; home fellowship, potluck & 
Bible study, Wed., 6 pm (call for location).
Church of Christ, Tamarack – Pastor R. 
Staudinger.  Sun. 10 am 1st & 2nd Sunday; 
9:30 a.m SS; 10 am 3rd, 4th & 5th Sunday at 
Tamarack (AFLC)
Glen Community Church, Glen – Rev. R. 
Stauter; Sun. 9, May through Oct.
Hilltop Chapel, Esquagamah Lake, 
Palisade – Pastor David Hoffman; SS 9; 
Worship 10.
Jacobson – Pastor George Collins; SS 9:30; 

worship 10:30; Wed Bible study 7 pm.
Kimberly, Co. Rd. 5 – R. Perry, Pastor; 
Sun. 9:30; SS 10:30; adult 
Bible study 10:30; Comm. 
1st Sunday.
Victory Mission, McGre-
gor – J. Gould, Pastor, Sun. 
10; Wed. 10 - Women’s Bible 
study.

Evangelical Free
Crosby Lifespring 
Church– Pastor Eric 
Anderson,Worship 9:30 am
Malmo –  Pastor Glenn 
Browning, SS 9:30; Fellow-
ship 10; Worship 10:15; Wed. Bible study, , 7 pm 
Isle – Pastor K. Johnston; Sun. 9; SS 10:15; 
youth group Wed. 6 pm; adult prayer group 
Wed. 6:30 pm.
Wright – K. Mitchell, pastor; Services 9:30; 
Wed., Bible study, 6:30 pm.

Episcopal
St. John’s, Aitkin – Holy Comm. or Morn-
ing Prayer,  Sun. 9.

Jehovah’s Witness
Kingdom Hall, McGregor – Hwy. 65

Lutheran
Bethel (ELCA), Palisade – Rev. W. J. 
Sass; Sun., 9:30.
Bethesda (ELCA), Rossburg  – Sun. 
10:30; Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sunday 
each month.
Bethesda (ELCA), Malmo – Rev. James 
Muske; Sun. 9 am, 3rd wk. Dec.-Palm Sun-
day; 8:30 am & 10 am Easter through 2nd 
wk. Dec.; fellowship after services.
Bethlehem, Aitkin – Rev. Becca Hinz; 
Sun. 9:30 worship; Holy Communion 1st 
& 3rd Sun.
Carmel, Jacobson –  Mark Wagner; Sun. 11 
am; SS 10 am, 1st & 3rd Sun..
Cedar Lake Norwegian Lutheran –  
Third Sun. 11 am; May-October
Finnish EA – Worship 10:30 1st & 3rd Sun-
days. May - Oct.
First (ELCA), Aitkin – Pastor Reggie Den-
ton, Pastor Jordan Gades; worship Sun. 10 
am in person (livestreamed on YouTube 
- First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and radio 
broadcast KKIN 94.3 FM); Wed. 5:45 pm in 
person; take-out community meals every 
Mon. & Thu. (5 pm) & Tue. (noon); food 
shelf 2nd & 4th Thu. 9 am-4 pm.
Grace, McGrath – Sun. 11; SS 10;  Wed. pot-
luck supper, 5; service 5:45; Bible study 6:30.
Grace (ELCA), Big Sandy Lake –  Erika 
Foss, pastor; Sun. 9 am, main church; Social 
following the service.
Holden (ELCA), Isle - Sun. 10:45; SS 9:30. 
Immanuel, (LCMC & NALC) Crosby – P. 
Mattson, Pastor; Sun. Worship 9 & 10:30 am; 
SS 10:40 am
Immanuel, Giese – Rev. R. Langhorst; 
Sun. 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 9 am, 1st 
Sun. each month.
Immanuel, Hillman – Pastor Stephen 
Olson; Sun. 10:30 am; SS 11:30 am; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.
Immanuel, Iron Hub, Aitkin (Missouri 
Synod) – Rev. D. Stoltz; Sun. 10:30 am.
Light of the Cross (ELCA), Garrison – 
Rev. Juli Sutton-Deem; Sun. Communion 
service, 9 am; fellowship 10 am. Prayer, 9 
am Fri.; Bible study 9:30 am, Fri.
Lord of the Lakes – Pastor Paul Andell. 
Our Savior’s, Missouri Synod, McGregor 
– John  Thomson, Pastor; Sun. 9; SS & Bible 

study, 10; Bible study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm.
St. John’s, Wright – John  Thomson, Pas-

tor; Sun. 10:30; SS & Bible 
Study 9:30. Wed., Advent 
& Lent 5:30 pm.
Shepherd of the Lake, 
LCMS, Garrison – Rev.   
T. Petersen; Sun. Bible 
Study 8:30 am; SS 8:30 
am; Sun. worship 10 am; 
Fellowship 11 am.
St. John’s, (Missouri 
Synod), Aitkin – Rev. 
D. Becker; Worship 9 am.
St. John’s (ELCA), 
Cedarbrook – Sun. 

8:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sunday each 
month; Fellowship follows.
Salem,  (ELCA), Deerwood – Pastor 
Michael Briggs; Sun. 8:15 & 10 am.; SS 9:15 
am.
Tamarack (AFLC) – R. Staudinger, Pas-
tor; 10 am 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays; 10 am 
1st & 2nd Sundays at Church of Christ in 
Tamarack.
Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Hill City – Pastor 
R. Eckert; Ed. Hour 10:15; Service 9.
Zion (ELCA), McGrath –  Sun. 9; SS 9.
Zion, Thor – G. Salmonson, Pastor; 
Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

United Methodist
Aitkin – Pastor Dawn Houser; high school 
and adult SS 9; Worship 10:30; fellowship 
follows; Bible & Brew 5:30 pm at Block North 
Brew Pub; handicapped accessible.
Cascade, Crosby/Deerwood – Brian 
Hazard, Pastor; SS and Worship 9:45; Coffee 
and Fellowship follow; Nursery provided. SS 
during worship except 1st Sun. of month.
Cromwell, Pastor Tim Homstad - 10:30, 
SS 9 
Emily – Worship 8:45; fellowship follows; 
handicapped accessible.
Hill City, Lay Pastor John Scheuer - Worship 
10 am, masks and social distancing; out-
doors when weather permits.
Fleming (No. Lights Parish) –  Pastor 
Diane Brennan; SS 9:15; Worship 10:30; fel-
lowship follows; handicapped accessible. 
McGregor  (No. Lights Parish) – wor-
ship 8:45, fellowship follows; handicapped 
accessible.
Pine Lake Chapel, Cutler – Pastor Larry 
Foote - Sun. 9.
Onamia – 320-532-3150. Worship 11 a.m

Pentecostal
Iron Range Christian Center, Ironton 
– Elder Dwight Semler; Sun. 10.; Wed. prepa-
ration 7 pm.
Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, 
Tamarack – Pastors Ken and Robin Fair-
banks; Praise and Worship Service, Sat. 11.

Presbyterian
Calvary, McGrath –J John Mann, Pastor; 
Sunday, 9.
First, Tamarack – Pastor Rick Mann; 
Sunday, 11.
Round Lake – Pastor Arlin Talley; Sat-
urday, 5 pm.

Seventh Day Adventist
Aitkin – J. Scoggins, Pastor; Worship, Sat. 
9:10; Sabbath School 10:30; Prayer Mtg. 
Tue. 7 pm.

church directory

Scholarship 
foundation hosts
Facebook silent 
auction

The McGregor Area Schol-
arship Foundation is holding 
its inaugural Facebook silent 
auction.

In order to take part, join 
the Facebook group “McGre- 
gor Class of 2021 Online Auc 
-tion Scholarship Fund-
raiser.” Items are donated 
by seniors as they become 
available. Bids close Satur-
day, May 15, at 1 p.m.

The Class of 2021 is also 
raffling off a 2021 Polaris 
Sportsman 570. Tickets are 
$20, and can be purchased 
by calling Cheryl Martin 218-
768-3339.

Ruttger’s to host 
wild mushroom class 
and morel hunt

Ruttger’s Bay Lake Re-
sort in Deerwood will host 
a wild mushroom class and 
morel hunt Saturday, May 
15, starting at 10 a.m. at the 
White Oak Grill at the resort.

The event is being pre-
sented by Mike Kempenich, 
the owner of Gentleman 
Forage and founder of Forest 
to Fork. He is also a former 
mushroom identification 
instruction at the University 
of Wisconsin and Minnesota 
Extension Offices.

There is a cost. To regis-

ter, go to www.gentlemanfor 
ager.com/classes. The class 
will go until roughly 5 p.m.

Participants will learn to 
positively identify four spe-
cies of Minnesota mush-
rooms – morel, puffball, 
black trumpet and oyster 
– and then hunt for morels 
with Kempenich.

Participants will also get 
a chance to try mushroom 
dishes made by Ruttger’s 
chef Erik Rasmussen.

To learn more, go to  
ruttgers.com.

It’s been a busy spring 
for the Aitkin Women of 
Today, as they recently 
held a drive-by celebration
to honor Minnesota 
Women of Today (MNWT) 
award winners.  Being hon-
ored were Colleen Krohn 
(top, in middle) as the 
organization’s Women Who 
Impact honoree, and Bre-
ena Burgstaler (bottom, in 
middle)as the Outstanding 
Young Adult honoree.  Each 
was given a plaque, dinner 
gift certificate, a balloon 
and flowers.  The AWT 
also recently donated over 
$2,000 to Aitkin programs 
and Minnesota Women of 
Today emphasis programs.  
These programs include 
Aitkin Boys Scouts, Aitkin 
Girl Scouts, Aitkin County 
Habitat for Humanity, 
Aitkin HOPE, Aitkin Area 
Food Shelf, First Lutheran 
Church Food Shelf, St. 
James Church Food Shelf, 
Minnesota Hats for Hope, 
Riverwood Healthcare Cen-
ter (Save the Heart), Aitkin 
County Relay for Life, JDRF, 
Ronald McDonald House, 
Lakes & Pines, Scooby’s 
Animal Mission, Rippleside 
TV Busters, True Friends, 
Wishes & More, March of 
Dimes and Children’s Min-
nesota Foundation (Kids 
Cancer Fund). 

Aitkin Women of 
Today honoredHHS 2021 Fiscal Report

BY REBECCA FUDALA
rebecca.fudala@apgecm.
com

Carli Goble, accounting 
supervisor for Aitkin Health 
and Human Services, pre-
sented the 2020 Year End 
Fiscal Report to the Aitkin 
County Board of Commis-
sioners April 27. 

“I do have to say that this 
last year has been an anom-
aly,” said Cynthia Bennett, 
director of Aitkin County 
Health and Human Services. 
“Between the COVID-19 
money, the stimulus dollars 
and the Cares Act money, it’s 
been a year like we’ve never 
seen.”

Revenues were higher than 
expected. Overall revenues 
were $7,953,057, budgeted 
revenues were $6,882,673. 
Factors contributing to the 
increase in revenues in-
cluded receiving unexpected 
COVID-19 funding in the 
amount of $431,856, third 
party revenues in the amount 
of $132,800 and medical as-
sistance estate recovery in 

the amount of $579,877. 
Expenditures were lower 

than expected. Overall ex-
penditures were $6,953,673, 
budgeted expenditures were 
$7,232,673. Several factors 
contributing to the decrease 
in expenditures were 10% 
lower foster care and home 
placement costs, salary 
and benefit decrease in the 
amount of 6% due to staff 
turnover and the fact that 
only 19% of budgeted capi-
tal construction funds were 
spent. 

The cash balance as of 
Dec. 12, 2020 was $5,341,913. 
That amount is higher than 
normal due to the unex-
pected revenues from Cares 
Act and medical assistance 
funding. In the future, HHS 
plans to use the case fund 
balance to improve the HHS 
building. “By using the fund 
balance for that project, it 
will reduce the need to in-
crease the levy,” Goble said. 

In other action at the HHS 
meeting:

• The Aitkin County Board 
of Commissioners renewed 

the existing ambulance con-
tract with the McGregor Area 
Ambulance Service through 
Dec. 31. 

 • A new agreement be-
tween Minisinaakwaang 
Leadership Academy and 
HHS for the transportation 
of children and youth in 
foster care placement was 
approved. Under the Every 
Child Succeeds Act of 2015, 
counties and schools must 
work together to ensure a 
child in foster care remains 
in the same school district 
they attended before they 
were placed in a new home. 
This has been deemed what 
is best for the child. 

The cost of the transpor-
tation is split between the 
county and the school dis-
tricts. Earlier this year, a con-
tract was signed with school 
districts in Hill City, McGre-
gor and Aitkin. The upfront 
costs of the agreement are 
unknown because service is 
provided on a case-by-case 
basis depending on how 
many children in foster care 
will need transportation. 

Revenues are up and expenditures are down

County reports on property taxes

BY REBECCA FUDALA
rebecca.fudala@apgecm.
com

Mike Dangers, county 
assessor for Aitkin County, 
presented the 2021 Assess-
ment Summary and 2022 
Assessment Preview Report 
to the Aitkin County Board 
of Commissioners on April 
27. Evaluation notices and 
property tax statements 
were mailed on March 29. 

The report shows the val-
ues and classifications of 
real estate in the county. The 
main factors in the calcula-
tion of property taxes are 
market value and classifica-
tions of taxable properties. 

The report showed that 
property values increased 
this year. Overall, the esti-
mated market value of the 
county has increased by 
4.1%. The increase is smaller 
than the previous year due 
to a substantial reduction in 
acreage values for off-road 
properties. The increase 
was driven primarily by the 
county’s value of residential 
homestead properties. The 
number of these properties 
is increasing, as more peo-
ple from the Twin Cities are 
moving to the area. 

The percent share of 
the estimated market saw 
an increase in residential 
homesteads (30%), as well 
as seasonal (42%) and res-
idential non-homesteads 
(6%). Rural vacant land saw 
a decrease (11%) in value.

The county saw 13 fore-
closures this year. That num-
ber is down from years past.

The number of agricul-
tural acres has declined, 
along with the number of 
agricultural homesteads.

The assessor’s office will 
conduct reassessments - 
physical property inspec-
tions intended to verify 
and adjust county assess-
ment records - for the fol-
lowing areas for 2022: Ball 
Bluff Township, Balsam 
Township, Fleming Town-
ship, Hazelton Township, 
Hill City, Jevne Township, 
Macville Township, Malmo 
Township, Tamarack City, 
Turner Township and un-
organized townships 49-27, 
51-22, 52-24, and 52-25. 

The local board of appeals 
and equalization schedule 
can be found on the Ait-
kin County website under 
county assessor’s page: 
www.co.aitkin.mn.us/de 
partments/assessor/asse 

sor.html#gsc.tab=0.
In other action at the 

county board:
• Aitkin County Auditor 

Kirk Peysar requested ap-
proval for a liquor license on 
behalf of Martin Meulners, 
the owner of Martys. Martys, 
previously Sunrise Cafe, is 
located in Malmo Township 
on Hwy. 47.

Meulners hopes to re-
open the establishment 
soon. The application was 
approved. 

• A dropbox for tax pay-
ments, tabs, applications 
and other government busi-
ness has been placed in the 
parking lot of the govern-
ment center. In the era of 
COVID-19, the dropbox al-
lows government business 
to be conducted without 
people coming inside and 
being around other people. 
It is also a way for individu-
als to conduct business after 
hours when the government 
center is closed. Only checks 
will be accepted in the drop 
box, no cash.

“It’s just another option,” 
Jessica Seibert, county ad-
ministrator, said. “It’s an-
other tool in our belt to try 
and service our constituents 
the best way we can.” 

Homesteads up, rural land values drop

Eleanor 
“Ellie” Joy  
Hartshorn, 
83, Aitkin, 
passed 
away in her 
home sur-
rounded 
by her family.

Ellie was born Dec. 7, 
1937, in Cloquet to par-
ents, Wallace and Mildred 
Lambie. She grew up in Su-
perior, Wisconsin.

On March 27, 1956, Ellie 
married Robert Hartshorn. 
They lived in Maplewood 
where they raised their three 
sons. Ellie worked as a wait-
ress and bookkeeper. They 
moved to Garrison after their 
sons were raised.

Ellie waitressed at the Blue 
Goose for 20 years and was 

known and loved by all of 
her patrons and coworkers. 
She also enjoyed her gardens 
and watching birds. She was 
a great cook and the family 
loved her meatballs!

Ellie is survived by her 
husband of 65 years, Robert; 
three children: Robert Harts-
horn Jr., Forest Lake; Richard 
(Terri) Hartshorn, Aitkin; 
and John Hartshorn, Maple-
wood; eight grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren; 
brothers, Wallace and Wil-
liam Lambie.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Wallace 
and Mildred Lambie; sis-
ters: Shannon Magen, Eildy 
Shepard and Sheryl Lambie; 
brother, Dan Lambie; and 
grandson, Jason Hartshorn.

Eleanor ‘Ellie’ Hartshorn

OBITUARIES Load 
limits off

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation 
ended spring load restric-
tions in the north-central 
and north frost zones May 3.

Start and end dates and 
other load limit information 
are shown at mndot.gov/
load limits.

Ending dates for spring 
load restrictions are variable 
and based on how weather is 
affecting roadway strength. 

For questions about over 
legal weight/size “heavy 
haul” trucking, call MnDOT’s 
Freight and Commercial Ve-
hicle Operations - Oversize/
Weight Permits, 651-296-
6000 or email: ofcvopermits.
dot@state.mn.us.

For the most current infor-
mation, go to MnDOT’s mes-
sage center at 800-723-6543. 
This information is also pub-
lished on the MnDOT sea-
sonal load limits website at 
mndot.gov/loadlimits.
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