
VOTER’S GUIDE TO THE UPCOMING SCHOOL REFERENDUM
On Tuesday, Nov. 4, 
voters will have the 
opportunity to decide 
on ISD#1 Aitkin Public 
School District Refer-
endum questions

A school referendum 
is a direct vote by 
the citizens within a 
school district on a 
specific issue, most 
often related to fund-
ing. It is a form of di-
rect democracy at the 
local level that allows 
voters to approve or 
reject proposed tax 
increases or bond 
measures for the 
school district.

WHAT ARE THE QUESTIONS:

REASON FOR THE REFERENDUM ISD#1 PROPOSAL

There are two questions on the vallot. The second question can only pass if the first question passes.

After evaluating school buildings and hearing from the community, 
the district proposes a plan to address the greatest need which is 
to replace the Rippleside Elementary School building and provide a 
bus transportation center.

The Rippleside building is nearly 70 years old and has many issues 
that are beyond affordable repairs according to the district. Every-
thing from roofs to windows to flooring needs replacement. 

The new prek-6 elementary school and bus transportation center 
would provide: improved classrooms, enhanced safety and acces-
sibility, healthier spaces and energy savings and safer, more efficient 
transportation.

The new community wellness and recreation center would give 
residents of all ages a place to gather. The shared facility would be 
accessible year-round with indoor recreation space (walking track, 
gym, fitness center) and multi-purpose rooms for community meet-
ings/events.

SCHOOL DISTRICT QUESTION 1 (ISD #1)
Approval of School District Bond Issue

Shall the school board of Independent School District 
No. 1 (Aitkin Public Schools) be authorized to issue 
its general obligation school building bonds in an 
amount not to exceed $59,440,000 to provide funds 
for the acquisition and betterment of school sites and 
facilities, including the construction and equipping of 
a new PreK-6 elementary school and transportation 
center?

SCHOOL DISTRICT QUESTION 2 (ISD #1)
Approval of School District Bond Issue

If School District Question 1 is approved, shall the 
school board of Independent School District No. 1 
(Aitkin Public Schools) also be authorized to issue 
its general obligation school building bonds in an 
amount not to exceed $6,000,000 to provide funds for 
the acquisition and betterment of school sites and fa-
cilities, including the construction and equipping of a 
new community wellness center attached to the new 
elementary school?

• Question One proposes a $59.44 million plan to replace the nearly 70-year-old Rippleside Elementary School 
with a new PreK-6 building and a new school transportation center to replace the existing bus garage.

• Question Two proposes a $6 million investment in a new community wellness and recreation center attached 
to the new PreK-6 school. Question Two can only pass if Question One also passes.

For more information about the proposed referendum, visit WeAreAitkin.org.

The polling place for district residents is the Aitkin Public Library (110 First Ave. NE, Aitkin) on Election Day Nov. 4. 
Early voting is taking place now at the Aitkin County Government Center, 307 Second St. NW, Room 121, Aitkin, 

Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

The district has been awarded $5 million from IRRRB which would 
reduce the cost/impact of the project.

You may be eli-
gible for ways to 
offset increases 
to your property 
taxes, including:

Homestead credit 
refund – the 
state’s largest 
property tax re-
fund program. 

Special one-year 
refund – for ex-
cessive increases 
(12% increase and 
at least $100). 

Senior tax defer-
ral – helping those 
65+ manage 
property tax bills. 

Renters’ property 
tax credit – tax re-
lief for renters. 


