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“The more you know about  the past, the
better prepared you are for the future.” 

~Theodore Roosevelt
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A 2 pound, 6 ounce northern was a winning entry 
from Elden Rueger III of Aitkin. The fish was caught 
out of Hanson Lake.

Chemical fertilizer is loaded aboard the plane used to 
combat the fire. The mixture, dyed red so the pilot can 
easily see areas covered, is the same used to fight the for-
est fires in northeastern Minnesota this past spring.

The Deerwood Lakes Lions Club met Joey Kelly, 
Emmet Kelly’s grandson at Subway in Crosby.  
Pictured, from left: Rose Puckett, Cathy McDougal, 
Delores Marquardt, Marlys Orr, Adelia Goetsch.

1976, 2001, 2021

Local clowns meet famous grandson

Peat fire burns 250 acres Elden Rueger III fishes Hanson Lake

Do you have persistent back or neck pain? Riverwood Healthcare Center offers comprehensive
care with our experienced back and neck pain specialists. Dr. Joshua Horowitz and Dr. Dan Lonergan
perform nonsurgical treatments and image-guided injections to help reduce neck and back pain and
restore quality of life. For an appointment, call Riverwood today at 218-927-5566. RiverwoodHealthcare.org

Reduce your back
or neck pain.

Dr. Joshua Horowitz
Dr. Daniel Lonergan

Preaching to the choir…

Blake, who officially retired this spring, has directed Ait-
kin High School’s musicals since 2008. In that time, she’s 
directed classics – “Fiddler on the Roof,” “Grease,” and 
“The Wizard of Oz” – Disney-inspired shows – most re-
cently “Beauty and the Beast” – and the ever-popular “High 
School Musical.”

She can’t choose a favorite, though.
“I can’t choose a musical that stands out above the oth-

ers because each musical is so different and has its own 
unique endearing qualities and memories,” she said. But 
she quickly added that all the shows were about making the 
audience feel something.

“I have loved directing a variety of musicals that evoke a 
gamut of emotions,” said Blake.

Blake has finally decided to hang up her hat, a year later 
than originally planned. Blake had planned on retiring in 
2020 but came back part time for the 2020-21 school year.

“I considered just retiring last year but I felt like I needed 
more closure since we ended last year with a canceled mu-
sical and distance learning,” explained Blake, who took the 
students through all of the practic for “Music Man” in 2020 
before COVID-19 put a stop to the show.

“I wanted to be able to provide myself and my students a 
‘more normal’ school year with the hopes of presenting live 

performances,” she added.
Blake leaves behind a legacy of music programs at AHS 

after teaching there for 24 years. There is the handbell 
choir “Fists of Fury” – a musical form traditionally found 
in churches – and there are the more traditional choices of 
general music and a variety of choirs.

Blake started by teaching general music, girls’ middle 
school choir and band lessons. Soon after, she added treble 
choir for grades 10-12, another female-only choir.

“When I first started, I did not have my own classroom,” 
she recalled. “I moved room to room to teach my classes.”

Each year, though, she got more innovative. Blake ap-
plied for an American Guild of English Handbell Ringers 
grant, which allowed the district to use a three-octave set 
of handbells for one year.

Thanks to grants, community donations and district 
funds, Blake was able to purchase a three-octave set the fol-
lowing year – and handbells became a permanent addition.

“A few years later, the All-Class Reunion Committee do-
nated funds for a fourth octave set,” she said.

Blake is also responsible for adding guitar and keyboard 

After 24 years of inspiring Aitkin High School singers and musicians, Kelly Blake has retired

AGE FILE PHOTOS 
AND SUBMITTED

BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

I f you’re looking for a nickname for  
Aitkin’s Kelly Blake, you might want  
to start with “Queen of the Musicals.”
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WHAT’S DOING

Remembering 
Felicia Forder
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COMMUNITY

Myriad of 
music at 
Ripplesippi
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SCHOOL SCOOP

Aitkin school 
buses up in 
arms
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SPORTS AND OUTDOORS

Aitkin tennis 
first team 
back in fall

Scrappy discussions mark 
Aitkin council meeting

BY LYNN MIZNER
lynn.mizner@apgecm.com

Prior to the Aug. 16 regular meeting of 
the Aitkin City Council, Council Member 
Kathy Galliger forwarded the contract 
between the city and David Drown Asso-
ciates, who helped the city find and hire 
City Administrator Rose Beverly.

The contract provided the city with the 
assurance that the candidate would stay 
in the position at least 24 months; Drown 
will honor that agreement and will help 
find a replacement for a small additional 
cost to cover the cost of testing new can-
didates.  

Council member Amanda Lowe sug-
gested the city put out its own call for 
candidates through the League of Min-
nesota Cities, to save time and money. 
Mayor Megan Workman suggested stay-
ing with the existing contract, which is 

good for a total of 24 months, or until 
April 20, 2022.

Lowe insisted that the new candidate 
must live in Aitkin to demonstrate com-
mitment to the city of Aitkin. Beverly re-
sponded that the way Lowe interrupted 
and spoke over her probably was more 
indicative of why she is leaving, than 
the fact that she doesn’t live in the city 
of Aitkin.

A motion was made to determine out-
side of the meeting whether there is con-
sensus among members, and reconvene 
in a special meeting in two weeks to vote 
on how to proceed.

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFFING
Beverly requested the addition of an-

other staff person for the administrator’s  
office for 2022. Duties were added to the 

Administrator void, drought-affected city trees and 
city park renovation budget woes discussed

See BLAKE page 18

See ACC page 8

BY JENNIFER EISENBART
news.age@apgecm.com

With JLG Architects in town Aug. 16 to 
present the results of a brainstorming ses-

sion held in July, the Aitkin School Board 
got its first look at what the potential lay-
out for building could be on the 2016 land 

MAP COURTESY JLG ARCHITECTS

This map, one of three presented to the Aitkin School Board Aug. 16, shows one of the 
potential layouts for buildings and fields on the property purchased in 2016.

A close look at all the options
Board considers maps for potential use of land purchase

See BOARD page 8


