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A smooth coat of ice shimmers along the west shore of Lake Mille Lacs as the sun sets on a cold 

weekend afternoon. The stark beauty of the big lake contrasts to the dangers that the large ice 

heaves present. See outdoors updates on pages 11 and 12, inside this edition of the Messenger.

Mille Lacs shimmers at sunset

Several area town-

ships are currently accept-

ing applications for office 

for town board posi-

tions. Elections will be 

held on Tuesday, March 

11, with the annual meet-

ing to follow after the vot-

ing has concluded. Notices 

received by the Messenger 

follow:
Onamia Township: Eli-

gible residents of Onamia 

Township wishing to file 

for township for the March 

11 election may file an affi-

davit of candidacy with 

the Clerk. Offices open 

will be one three-year term 

for the office of Supervi-

sor and one two-year term 

Area townships 

announce filing 

for office deadline
Annual meetings 

set for March 11

The Mille Lacs County 

Board of Commission-

ers was set to meet Tues-

day, Jan. 13, to organize for 

2025.
The meeting’s agenda 

included swearing in 

the three commission-

ers who were elected 

in November. They are 

Ronda Bjornson, Dist. 5, 

which includes the north-

ern portion of the county: 

Onamia, Isle and Wah-

kon, plus the townships 

of North Kathio, Kathio, 

Bradbury, South Harbor, 

Isle Harbor and East Side; 

Genny Reynolds, Dist. 1, 

which includes Princeton, 

and Dist. 3, Jay Munson, 

Milaca and Foreston.
Board business included 

electing a chairperson and 

vice-chairperson, appoint-

ing delegates to commit-

tees, setting the 2025 meet-

ing days and other orga-

nizational items. The 

board was set to convene 

in a work session follow-

ing the regular meeting, to 

review goals and strategic 

plans for the county. That 

Mille Lacs Board 

begins new year

See BOARD | PAGE A2

See TOWNSHIPS | PAGE A9
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House leaders 

share  expectations
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Onamia
Service Center

CAR TROUBLE?

WE FIX EVERYTHING!

Schedule online n
ow!

103 MAIN ST, ONAMIA

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8-5

(320) 532-4985

Must present coupon a
t check-in. For fast ser

vice, please call ahead
for an appointment.

Most cars/light trucks.
Euro and diesel are no

t included. Oil change
includes up to 5 qts. o

f

motor oil and new oil filter, Some vehicles
require special oil and

/or filter cost extra. Tax
and

disposal fee extra. Can
not combine with any

other offers. Limited ti
me only

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

$49.97

*Must present coupon
at time of service.

In lieu of other offers.
Most cars and light tr

ucks.

Limit one coupon per
customer.

A/C SYSTEM CHECK

FREE* Full Synthetic Oil

Includes: 37-point ins
pection, battery check

,

fluid top off.

pontoon restorationpontoon restoration

4 miles S. of Aitkin on
Hwy. 169

www.classiccanvasmn
.com – 218-927-1781

VINYL FLOORING i MARINE UPHOLSTERY

NEW FURNITURE i CUSTOM COVERS

RESTORE

REVIVE

RENEW

FREE

Valentines  Day
Friday

February  14th

SHOP  LOCAL
FOR  YOUR

GIFTS  &  DINING...
Valentines  Day

Friday
February  14th

SHOP  LOCAL
FOR  YOUR

GIFTS  &  DINING...

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2025 $2.00

Food boxes 

program addresses 
hunger in 

Aitkin County
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SPORTS SPECIAL SECTION

Hill City 
student earns 

creative 
expression 

award

JOHN WOODROW

john.woodrow@apgecm.com

“Dreams,” by definition 

are stories and images that 

we create while we sleep. I 

have to believe that not too 

many people could have 

envisioned what happened 

Saturday at the Section 4A 

dance competition at Haw-

ley High School.
The Aitkin Dance Team 

which has danced all sea-

son under the mantra 

of “one goal, one heart, 

one team” saw its dreams 

come true as the team cap-

tured second place in kick 

and third place in jazz to 

send both teams off to the 

Target Center in two weeks 

for the State Meet.
Coach Colleen Chris-

tensen was beside herself 

after the meet, “We are so 

proud of this team. Each 

routine today was by far 

the best of the year. They 

left everything on the floor 

and we couldn’t ask for 

anything more. Regardless 

of what the outcome would 

have been, we were incred-

ibly proud of their perfor-

mances. Going into today 

we were ranked fourth in 

jazz and sixth in kick so to 

be called third and second 

was unreal. We had set our 

LYNN MIZNER

news.age@apgecm.com

Hill City School Board 

Chair Jay Zapzalka opened 

the Jan. 27 regular meet-

ing by thanking the dis-

trict’s paraprofessionals for 

their hard work, dedication, 

and unwavering support 

to the students and staff of 

Hill City Schools. “Your 

contributions make a huge 

difference in the lives of stu-

dents and help create a pos-

itive learning environment. 

We truly appreciate every-

thing you do,” Zapzalka 

said.
The board joined 

Zapzalka in wishing Ash-

ley Nutter and Holly Bray 

all the best as they embark 

on their student teaching 

journey and said “Your 

dedication and passion will 

inspire the next generation. 

Embrace every moment, 

learn and grow. You’ve got 

this!”
Board members accepted 

the resignations of Stacey 

Johnson as junior high vol-

leyball coach and Izabella 

Hill City School Board faces tough 

adjustments due to financial shortfall 

and lower enrollment

Aitkin dance 
heads to State

See ALL STARZ | PAGE A21

See HILL CITY | PAGE A28

JEANNE SCHRAM

jeanne.schram@apgecm.com

A four-year strategic plan 

was a main topic of the Ait-

kin County Board meet-

ing Jan. 28. The plan has 

been facilitated by Bill Bren-

del, CEO and principal con-

sultant at Transformative 

Learning Institute, during 

the last year or more.
Accord to the strate-

gic plan summary, “Aitkin 

County’s 2025 — 2028 Stra-

tegic Plan provides a road-

map to address today’s chal-

lenges, seize emerging 

opportunities, and prepare 

for a stronger future. This 

plan, which is a product of 

extensive engagement and 

input from commissioners 

and employees, focuses on 

delivering quality services 

and fostering sustainable 

economic development.”

Some of the plan’s goals 

are to break down walls 

between employees and cit-

izens, establish a unified 

Strategic plan presented to 

Aitkin County Board

See COUNTY | PAGE A28
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DISTRIBUTION DISTRIBUTION DISTRIBUTION1,584 1,71812,406
• Delivered by mail every Wednesday
• Legal newspaper
• Local news, sports and community happenings
• Spotlight Classifieds –  Offering you 15,882 print 
readers and 60,000 unique website visitors per month

The Bargain Hunter is a Saturday shopper mailed FREE 
to households each week, allowing for full-week 
advertising exposure and saturation coverage in Aitkin, 
Mille Lacs, Crow Wing and Kanabec Counties.
98.3% receivership, verified by CVC
73.7% readership, verified by CVC
76.9% of readers frequently make purchases from the 
Bargain Hunter

• Delivered by mail every Wednesday
• Legal newspaper
• Local news, sports and community happenings
• Spotlight Classifieds –  Offering you 15,882  print 
readers and 60,000 unique website visitors per month

Specialty publications...

Web + print      results=
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Schedule online n
ow!

103 MAIN ST, ONAMIA

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8-5

(320) 532-4985

Must present coupon a
t check-in. For fast ser

vice, please call ahead
for an appointment.

Most cars/light trucks.
Euro and diesel are no

t included. Oil change
includes up to 5 qts. o

f

motor oil and new oil filter, Some vehicles
require special oil and

/or filter cost extra. Tax
and

disposal fee extra. Can
not combine with any

other offers. Limited ti
me only

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

$49.97

*Must present coupon
at time of service.

In lieu of other offers.
Most cars and light tr

ucks.

Limit one coupon per
customer.

A/C SYSTEM CHECK

FREE* Full Synthetic Oil

Includes: 37-point ins
pection, battery check

,

fluid top off.

Valentines  Day
Friday

February  14th

SHOP  LOCAL
FOR  YOUR

GIFTS  &  DINING...
Valentines  Day

Friday
February  14th

SHOP  LOCAL
FOR  YOUR
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2025 FUN GUIDE - 1

FREE
A Special Section From

Aitkin Independent Age 

and Mille Lacs Messenger

From local events and activities to safety tips, 

seasonal savings and more, this is your guide to 

good times and fun in the sun in the 

Mille Lacs and central lakes area!

Soak up the 

FUN!

2025 CENTRAL MINNESOTA LAKES AREARESOURCE DIRECTORY

the

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONSSCHOOLS, EDUCATIONPUBLIC SERVICES, CHURCHESORGANIZATIONS, BUSINESS
AITKIN INDEPENDENT AGE | MILLE LACS MESSENGER

Crosswords, 
Coloring Pages
Word Search, 

Puzzles, Sudoku
An Aitkin Independent Age

Mille Lacs Messenger Production

Winter 2024/2025



  DISPLAY ADVERTISING 		                   EFFECTIVE JANUARY 2026   PRIME PLACEMENT 

  PRIME PLACEMENT 

  COLOR    

  SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS

  COMMISSIONABLE RATED

  ONLINE

Aitkin Age,
Mille Lacs
Messenger
or Bargain

Hunter

Aitkin Age,
Mille Lacs
Messenger
or Bargain

Hunter

Aitkin Age,
Mille Lacs
Messenger
or Bargain

Hunter
Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender.

Aitkin  |  961 2nd St NW  |  (218) 928-8001  |  mmfcu.org

We work for you.
Curious what a credit union is?
Our team is here to answer questions you have regarding credit  
unions or how we can assist you with your everyday financial needs.  
As a not-for-profit financial institution, we work for “you”, not the  
bottom line. That means you will have access to a variety of free 
or low-cost services. Discover the credit union difference.

Sincerely, Jenni, Cindy, McKenzie, and Val

JENNI CLINE
Aitkin Branch Manager 

t: (218) 928-8001 ext. 871

1/2 page (9.88” x 6.25”)
$509.00 per paper, per week 1/4 page (4.88” x 6.25”)

$259.00 per paper, per week

1/8 page (4.88” x 3”)
$139.00 per paper, per week

We have openings
in BOTH

Assisted Livingand Memory Care!

ASSISTEDLIVING, MEMORYCARE, RESPITE CARE, SPECIALTYCARE
AITKIN  • 218.927.9996 • 518 7th Avenue NE
CROSSLAKE  • 218.692.6650 • 13631 E. Shore Road
SANDSTONE  • 320.216.7300 • 1109 Lundorff Dr. (Contact Sandra)
Contact Terri @ Aitkin or Vanessa @ Crosslake.

WHERE LIFE 
BEGINS AGAIN!

Bring safety, comfort and peace of mind…Bring safety, comfort and peace of mind…Bring safety, comfort and peace of mind…Bring safety, comfort and peace of mind…Bring safety, comfort and peace of mind…Bring safety, comfort and peace of mind…Bring safety, comfort and peace of mind…Bring safety, comfort and peace of mind…

Front
Page

9.88" x 10"

$734
each
week

Burst
$105

each week

  OPEN RATES DISPLAY ADVERTISING

  ANNUAL CONTRACT DISPLAY ADVERTISING

  ADVERTISING DEADLINES  

Display advertising is a great way to reach your customers effectively and efficiently. Contract rates are available, 
on the chart below. See one of our advertising representatives for all the information. All rates shown on this card 
are column inch rates. For Advertisements 12" or larger a $20 charge will be added for a QR code to be created for each ad.

Display advertising is a great way to reach your customers effectively and efficiently. By signing up for an annual 
contract based on the dollar amount you intend to spend in a year, you can greatly reduce your advertising 
expenditures.  See one of our advertising representatives for all the information.

# of Inches
per ad

0 - 8"
9 - 19"

20 -39"
40 - 89"

Annual Dollar
Amount

$1500
$3000
$5000

$10,000
$15,000
$25,000
$45,000

Open 1 x Rate
Newspaper

Aitkin Age or
Messenger

$18.15
$16.90
$15.45
$14.50

Newspaper
Rate

Aitkin Age or
Messenger

14.15
13.45
12.75
12.05
11.30
10.60

9.90

Open 1 x Rate
Shopper

Bargain
Hunter

$21.25
$19.75
$18.05
$17.00

Shopper
Rate

Bargain
Hunter

16.55
15.75
14.90
14.10
13.25
12.40
11.60

Newspaper
Package Rate

Aitkin Age &
Messenger

$26.50
$24.65
$22.55
$21.20

Newspaper
Package Rate

Aitkin Age &
Messenger

20.70
19.65
18.60
17.60
16.55
15.50
14.45

Shopper
Package Rate

Bargain Hunter +
Aitkin Age or

Messenger

$29.55
$27.50
$25.10
$23.65

Shopper
Package Rate

Bargain Hunter +
Aitkin Age or

Messenger

$23.05
$21.90
$20.75
$19.60
$18.95
$17.30
$16.20

Triple
Package Rate

Bargain Hunter +
Aitkin Age & Mes-

senger

$35.10
$32.65
$29.85
$28.10

Triple
Package Rate

Bargain Hunter +
Aitkin Age & Mes-

senger

$27.40
$26.00
$24.65
$23.30
$21.90
$20.55
$19.15

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Buy News get
New for 1/2 price

Buy Shopper get
News for 1/2 price

Buy News & News
get Shopper FREE

Mille LacsMessenger Aitkin Independent Age

Display Ad Deadline:
Thursday 4:30pm

Regular Ad Format: 13" Tab
6 Columns (9.88") x 13"
 Single Column (Reg.) 

Width : 1.55"

Classified Ad Deadline:
Monday 9am

Classified Section: 13" Tab
7 Columns (9.88") x 13"

Single Column 
 Width:  1.3056"

Display Ad Deadline:
Tuesday NOON

Regular Ad Format: 13" Tab
6 Columns (9.88") x 13"
 Single Column (Reg.) 

Width : 1.55"

Classified Ad Deadline:
Wednesday 9am

Classified Section: 13" Tab
7 Columns (9.88") x 13"

Single Column 
 Width:  1.3056"

Display Ad Deadline:
Thursday 4:30pm

Regular Ad Format: 13" Tab
6 Columns (9.88") x 13"
 Single Column (Reg.) 

Width : 1.55"

Classified Ad Deadline:
Monday 9am

Classified Section: 13" Tab
7 Columns (9.88") x 13"

Single Column 
 Width:  1.3056"

Aitkin Age or
Mille Lacs Messenger
Front Page Strip (9.88" x 1.5")
$146.00............Color Included

shop.paulbecks.com
Hwy. 169 S., Aitkin • 218-927-6919

Make your life easier shop ONLINE for 
your groceries at Paulbeck’s Market!

Rainbow Color is available for
$4.00 per column inch
Minimum charge $35

Reach your customers with our 
niche market publications:
Ask us about our:
•  Resource Directory (The Guide)
•  Progress Special Edition
•  Fun Guide
•  High School Sports/Graduation
•  Cabin Fever

The National and Ad Agency rate is 
$19.15 per col. inch for the Bargain 
Hunter (Shopper) and $16.20 per col. 
inch for the Aitkin Independent Age 
or the Mille Lacs Messenger with a 
maximum agency discount of 15%.

Ask about our Online ad pricing. 
Web ads displayed on our 
Award Winning Website.

Sample ad  (not actual size)

For Advertisements 12" or larger a $20 charge will be added for a 
QR code to be created for each ad

Your Best Source For Great Bargains

BARGAIN
HUNTER

SATURDAY 
08/17/2024218-927-3761 • AITKIN, MN; 320-676-3123 • ISLE, MN •

•
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Onamia
Service Center

CAR TROUBLE?
WE FIX EVERYTHING!

Schedule online now!

103 MAIN ST, ONAMIA
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8-5(320) 532-4985

Must present coupon at check-in. For fast service, please call ahead for an appointment.
Most cars/light trucks. Euro and diesel are not included. Oil change includes up to 5 qts. of
motor oil and new oil filter, Some vehicles require special oil and/or filter cost extra. Tax and

disposal fee extra. Cannot combine with any other offers. Limited time only

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

$49.97
*Must present coupon at time of service.

In lieu of other offers. Most cars and light trucks.
Limit one coupon per customer.

A/C SYSTEM CHECK

FREE* Full Synthetic Oil
Includes: 37-point inspection, battery check,

fluid top off.

pontoon restorationpontoon restoration

4 miles S. of Aitkin on Hwy. 169
www.classiccanvasmn.com – 218-927-1781

VINYL FLOORING i MARINE UPHOLSTERY
NEW FURNITURE i CUSTOM COVERS

RESTORE

REVIVE

RENEW

FREE


