( ;EOR( ; I A Richard E. Dunn, Director
i Watershed Protection Branch

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive
Suite 1152, East Tower
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION Atlanta, Georgia 30334
404-463-1511
DEC 0 5 2017

Ms. Kishia L. Powell, Commissioner

City of Atlanta Department of Watershed Management
72 Marietta Street NW

Atlanta, GA 30303

RE:  Notice of Violation
City of Atlanta Water Reclamation Centers,
East Area & West Area Combined Sewer Systems
NPDES Permit Nos. GA0039012, GA0037168,
and GA0038644

Dear Ms. Powell:

This letter serves as a Notice of Violation (NOV) of the Georgia Rules and Regulations for
Water Quality Control, Title 12, Chapter 5 of the Georgia Water Quality Control Act; and National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permits No. GA0039012, GA0037168, and
GA0038644.

From September 1, 2015 to September 30, 2017 the City reported multiple noncompliance
issues to the Environmental Protection Division (EPD), including unpermitted discharges, effluent
permit limit exceedances, major spills, and other noncompliance issues, as detailed in Attachments
A, B, C, D, and E of this NOV. The City has submitted any necessary follow-up data required or
requested by EPD.

EPD is planning to propose a consent order to address these alleged violations. If you have
any questions regarding the forthcoming proposed consent order or any of the noncompliance issues
listed in Attachments A, B, C, D, and E please contact Alys Hannum, of my staff, within ten days
after receipt of this letter, at alys.hannum(@dnr.ga.gov or by phone at 404-463-1474. Your
cooperation in this matter is appreciated.

Sincerely,

V.
P

Lewis Hays, Program Manager
Watershed Compliance Program

LH/akh
Attachments



GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION
WATERSHED COMPLIANCE PROGRAM
2 MLK, JR. DR. S.E., SUITE 1152
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334

City of Atlanta
ATTACHMENT A

Sanitary Sewer System Spills
September 1, 2015 to September 30, 2017
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GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION
WATERSHED COMPLIANCE PROGRAM
2 MLK, JR. DR. S.E., SUITE 1152
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334

City of Atlanta
ATTACHMENT B

Ouitfall Spills
September 1, 2015 to September 30, 2017
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GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION
WATERSHED COMPLIANCE PROGRAM
2 MLK, JR. DR. S.E., SUITE 1152
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334

City of Atlanta

ATTACHMENT C
City of Atlanta Fish Kill Report
December 16, 2015



Kasim Reed
MAYOR

CITYOFATLANTA Jo Ann J. Macrina, PE
DEPARTMENT OF WATERSHED MANAGEMENT COMMISSIONER

72 MARIETTA STREET NW
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303

Via US Mail and Electronic Delivery

January
Ms. Kim

20, 20186

Hembree

GA Department of Natural Resources
Environmental Protection Division

2 Martin

Luther King Jr. Dr. SW

Suite 1152
Atlanta, GA 30334

Subject:

Notice Concerning Endangering Waters of the State

Total Residual Chlorine Exceedence with Fish Kill - Revised
Five-day Report — December 16, 2015

Custer Avenue Combined Sewage Control Facility

Dear Ms. Hembree:

Below please find the information required by OCGA Section 391-3-.05(3)(a) for the above
referenced incident that was reported to the Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) and the National Spill Response Center on December 16,

2015.

GEMA Incident Number (if applicable): 87538 78548

National Spill Response Center Incident Number: 1136056
Date of the Incident: December 16, 2015

Location: Custer Avenue Combined Sewage Control Facility (CSCF)
780 Custer Avenus SE
Atlanta, Georgia 30315

Cause: The Custer Avenue CSCF was operating to treat combined sanitary wastewater
and stormwater from the East Area Combined Sewer System. The treatment system was
actively disinfecting and dechlorinating the flow. In addition, scresning was being
performed, as required by the NPDES permit. During the discharge event there was a
brealk in the rainfall that was sufficient to reduce the infiuent flow to the facility and the
dechlorination pump went into automatic shut-down mode due to a low pressure alarm
(i.e., representing low flow conditions). However, a second wave of heavy rainfall occurred
during the automatic pump shut-down process. The disinfection pump was able to restart
and initiate the disinfection process, but the dechlorination pump was still in automatic
shut-down mode and could not be restarted in time to dechlorinate the disinfected
wastewater. As a result, there was an exceedence of the total residual chlorine (TRC)
permitted effluent limit.



TRC Exceedence ~ December 1 6, 2015
Custer Avenue CSCF

January 20, 2016

Page 2 of 2

Based on DWM records, the following effluent data indicate that the exceedence occurred
for a maximum period of up to 40 minutes:

Chlorine Concentration
(mglL)
Time Pre Dechlorination Post Dechlorination
10:20 AM 7.1 mg/L 0.03 mg/L.
11:00 AM > 8.8 mg/L >8.8 mglL

The tunnel gate to the East Area WQCF was reopened at 11:00 AM ending the
discharge via the Custer Creek CRGF outfall.

At the time the high TRC reading was made, the water level in the tunnel that transmits
flow to the East Area WQCF had fallen to a level that allowed the diversion gates to be
reopened and to direct flow to the East Area WQCF instead of through the Custer Avenue
CSCF outfall. Gates were opened by 11:00 AM and the final post dechlorination effluent
sample was collected.

At approximately 12:00 PM, while operators were working to get the dechlorination system
pump back online, the facility operator noticed three dead fish near the Custer Avenue
outfall. As a chemical release, both the Georgia Emergency Management Agency and the
National Spill Response Center were notified of a possible fish kill incident related to the
release of sodium hypochlorite.

Department of Watershed deployed three field teams to assess the in-stream situation;
~ An Operations team to monitor instream chlorine levels;
— An Ecology team to investigate the extent of the fish kill; and
— A Sampling team to assist the Operations Team.

Based on the results of the post incident investigations, no other dead fish were found
downstream of the facility and it appears that the extent of the fish kill was localized to the
immediate vicinity of the Custer Avenue CSCF outfall.

» Estimated Volume Discharged: Up to a maximum potential of 139,000 gallons. Note:
This estimate is based on a worst-case assumption that the maximum recorded
instantaneous influent flow rate of 5 MGD was representative of the full 40 minute interval
and that the pump failure occurred immediately after the last compliant TRC sample was
collected.

* Receiving Stream: Intrenchment Creek

¢ Corrective Action Taken: At the time that the elevated TRC levels were discovered, plant
personnel evaluated the system capacity and determined that the water level in the East
Area tunnel had fallen sufficiently to permit reopening of the tunnel diversion gate. The
event ended after the East Area tunnel gate was reopened and flow from the Custer
Avenue CSCF ceased.




TRC Exceedence - December 16, 2015
Custer Avenue CSCF

January 20, 2016

Page 2 of 2

Please call me (404-546-141 3) or Kristina Garcia of my staff (404-546-1255) if you have questions
regarding this submittal or if you need additional information.

Sincerely,

Atherim Deputy Commissioner
Office of Watershed Protection

cc: Richard T. Parker, Interim Deputy Commissioner/DWM-OWTR
Alan Stillwell, WRC Plant Manager/DWM-OWTR
Kristina Garcia, Environmental Compliance Manager/DWM-OWP



GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION
WATERSHED COMPLIANCE PROGRAM
2MLK, JR. DR. S.E., SUITE 1152
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334

City of Atlanta
ATTACHMENT D

Permit Effluent Limitation Violations
September 1, 2015 to September 30, 2017
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GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION
WATERSHED COMPLIANCE PROGRAM
2 MLK, JR. DR. S.E., SUITE 1152
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334

City of Atlanta
ATTACHMENT E

Narrative Violations
September 1, 2015 to September 30, 2017
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