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T
he St. Jerome 
Church picnic 
began in 1880 

with members of the 
parish gathering for 
a meal and an after-
noon of socializing and 
games. There is not a 
historical record of the 
meal at the fi rst picnic; 
I can imagine it was 
delicious potluck style home-cooked food, 
fresh vegetables from the garden, and 
homemade desserts.

Over the years the size of the picnic has 
grown and has become a fundraiser to 
help with the missionary work and pro-
grams of the church. However, the roots 
of the picnic remain with good food, time 
to socialize with family and friends, and 
play some games.

The members of the parish and many 
others pitch in to cook the 19,000 pounds 
of pork and mutton, fry the chicken, 
prepare the vegetables and desserts, and 
run the games booths. 

The picnic also serves as a “homecom-
ing” for many former members of St. 
Jerome Church and residents of Fancy 
Farm and the surrounding area who 
come in for the weekend. You can fi nd a 
schedule of events within the Mayfi eld 
Messenger special section about the 
picnic.

On behalf of the members of St. Jerome 
Church, I would like to extend an invita-
tion to come join us as we continue a 
139-year-old tradition.

Fr. Darrell Venters
Pastor

St. Jerome Church

WELCOME TO ALL

THE 139TH ST. JEROME 

FANCY FARM PICNIC

Mark Wilson is a cut and 
dried farmer. He’s also the 
co-chairman for the St. Je-
rome Fancy Farm Picnic po-
litical speaking committee. 
So when asked when he and 
his fellow chairs – wife Lori 
Wilson and Steven Elder – 
start the process to plan and 
prepare for the annual event, 
he answers in agricultural 
terms.

“Just like growing a crop of 
tobacco, it’s a 13-month job,” 
he said. “We’re already plan-
ning for 2020.”

The planning may already 

be underway for next year’s 
picnic and politics, but the 
focus is currently on Satur-
day’s card of six constitu-
tional races and two state 
Supreme Court campaigns, 
which also includes the main 
event of Kentucky’s guberna-
torial bout between Repub-
lican Gov. Matt Bevin and 
Democratic Attorney Gen-
eral Andy Beshear.

Factor in the appearance of 
U.S. Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (fellow 
Sen. Rand Paul is on a mis-
sion trip), and that’s quite 
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Politics 
draws state 
to annual 
community event
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Attorney General Andy Beshear shakes hands with sup-
porters at the 2018 St. Jerome Fancy Farm Picnic. This 
year, Beshear, the son of former Gov. Steve Beshear, is 
running for governor against incumbent Gov. Matt Bevin.

O
n the fi rst Sat-
urday of August 
every year, we all 

wish we had been raised 
in Fancy Farm!

It is so wonderful 
to see vehicles from 
all across the Com-
monwealth take Exit 
22 from I-69 and make 
that right turn which 
leads them to - for that 
one day - the center of Kentucky political 
oration at its fi nest. Even without Google 
Maps, folks could just follow their noses 
as the scent of that amazing barbeque that 
has been lovingly tended throughout the 
night will lead them right into the heart of 
Fancy Farm.

This is always a great day for Kentuck-
ians, and I am grateful to the fi ne folks 
of the St. Jerome parish for hosting this 
celebration – they carry it out to perfec-
tion every year!

Kathy S. O’Nan
Mayfi eld Mayor

F
riends and neigh-
bors from across 
the states, I, 

along with the Graves 
County Fiscal Court, 
would like to welcome 
you to the 139th St. 
Jerome Picnic here in 
the beautiful commu-
nity of Fancy Farm, 
Kentucky.

The picnic is such a 
special weekend for the Fancy Farm com-
munity, along with all of Graves County. 
With families gathering, folks eating, 
politicians campaigning, kids and adults 
alike playing games, it is always a great 
weekend had by all.

We look forward to see you all at the 
139th St. Jerome Picnic.

Jesse Perry
Graves County

Judge-Executive
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