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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will have clouds and sun. Tonight
will be partly cloudy with a thunderstorm.

See a list of
events coming
up in the area.
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By Michael Martz
Richmond Times-Dispatch

RICHMOND — Virginia is
cashing in a $1 billion bet on its
85-year-old state liquor monop-
oly.

The Virginia Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Authority, conceived
four years ago as a way to make
an old government bureaucracy
run like a modern business, sur-
passed $1 billion in retail sales in
the year that ended June 30 and
generated almost a half-billion

dollars for the state budget.
“Customers aren’t necessarily

drinking more,” Travis Hill, chief
executive officer of the Virginia
Alcoholic Beverage Control Au-
thority, said in an announce-
ment of the financial results
on Tuesday. “They’re buying
more premium products that
have a higher per bottle price
tag. Additionally, they’re choos-
ing distilled spirits over other
products.”

The top brand, by the way, is
Tito’s Handmade vodka, which

grew from $33.5 million to
$42.1 million in sales.

The boom in sales, which grew
by 7.1 percent last year at retail
stores and 6.3 percent at restau-
rants, arose amid an expansion
of stores and operating hours
on Sundays, once forbidden en-
tirely in Virginia. “Sunday is now
a shopping day for much of Vir-
ginia,” Hill said at a news confer-
ence on Tuesday to announce
the financial results.

Virginia ABC surpasses $1 billion in sales asmonopoly updates
Authority’s chief executive officer says more premium products sold
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Liquor lines the shelves at the Willow Lawn ABC store in January.SEE ABC | A5

By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Donna Dillard is the new chair of
the Martinsville School Board, and
she isn’t the only thing new.

Dillard, who had been the board’s
vice chair, was elected Monday night
to succeed Joan Montgomery, who
moved out of the school district.

The new chair also has new mis-
sion and vision statements to help
guide the board’s actions and even a
new, spiffed-up logo.

“I want us to continue to support
what our superintendent [Zeb Tal-
ley] is doing,” Dillard said by phone
on Tuesday. “He has been phenom-
enal in where he has brought the
school system in three years – aca-
demically where he has brought the
schools from.”

She also said she wants the school
board to be more involved in the
budget development process.

“It gives us more insight and di-
rection in what we need to do,” she
said.

Dillard said she wants the school
division to continue with its efforts
to provide computer devices such as
iPads for students to help with their
learning.

She supports Gov. Ralph Northam’s
initiative to add more school coun-

selors, she said, and she also wants
“to support and empower our teach-
ers” to continue to move schools
forward academically and to con-
tinue to address discipline issues.

Martinsville City Council ap-
pointed Dillard to the school board
in August 2016 to fill a seat vacated
by Craig Dietrich, who resigned. She
was reappointed on July 1, 2017.

Board member Tonya Jones nomi-
nated Dillard for chair, and new
board member Yvonne Givens sec-
onded the motion, which was ap-
proved unanimously by those pres-

ent. The 5-member board currently
has one vacancy.

Board members on Monday also
reviewed a new logo for the school
division and new vision and mission
statements.

The vision statement is: “Empow-
ering success one learner at a time.”

The mission statement is “Mar-
tinsville City Public Schools creates
a safe and supportive environment
that engages students in individual-
ized learning experiences.”

A NEW LEADER AND
A NEWMISSION

Dillard takes over as chair on night of focusing on the future of city’s public schools

From staff reports

The school year may only have just be-
gun, but report cards arrived for public
schools in Virginia on Tuesday, bringing
smiles on the most part for area educators.

There also are, of course, to-do lists be-
cause not all SOL (Standards of Learn-

ing) scores for 2018-
19 were equal to
or above previous
years – although each
administrator can
point to significant
improvements in
mathematics.

Patrick County Pub-
lic Schools produced
the highest overall
scores in the area, with
all students reaching a
robust 92% in math.
When compared to
2017-18, Patrick’s stu-

dents also rose in reading (75%) and writ-
ing (68%) while declining in history and
social sciences and sciences.
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Full results

for all

schools
» To see full
test results
broken down
to subject,
grade and
other variables,
check out this
article at www.
martinsville
bulletin.com.

SEE DILLARD | A5

State test
scores in
for public
schools
Math is the high mark for
Henry, Patrick, Martinsville
in the state testing results
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“It has been a long time com-
ing for us ... but the teachers
and young people worked
real hard. Our math aver-
ages are tremendously high.”

— Zeb Talley, Martinsville City

Public Schools superintendent
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Yvonne Givens (left) and Emily Parker (right) attended their first meeting as members
of the Martinsville School Board Monday night. Givens was elected vice chairman of
the board. Givens was a teacher for Martinsville schools for 21 years, and she also has
taught GED classes. Parker has been a lawyer and a teacher.
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Donna Dillard, who was elected chairman of the Martinsville School Board on Monday, holds a sign with the school division’s new logo.


