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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

A T-storm in spots this afternoon;
more storms in spots this evening.

White House
plans immigration
enforcement raids.
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By Staff Report

Crime has continued to in-
crease in Martinsville, and it’s at-
tributable to drug activity.

That’s the upshot of the annual
report Martinsville Police Chief
Eddie Cassady presented to City
Council this week, which shows
crime up nearly 15% from 2017
to 2018 following a 17% increase
from the year before.

That means there were 68 more
crimes, up to 532 from 464 in
2017. Cassady reported to the
council the majority were drug
related.

In 2016 the city recorded 399
crimes, meaning the 2-year
growth rate is is almost exactly
33.3%.

The report, which is compiled
and presented each year by Drap-
er, compares statistics under two
categories: violent crime and
property crime.

There again were two homi-
cides in the city in 2018 (same as
in 2017 but up from none in 2016),
and sexual assaults have doubled
since2016(sixvs.three,withfivein

2017).
Robberies doubled in the past

year to eight in 2018 and have
quadrupled since 2016. There
were 41 cases of aggravated as-
sault in 2018 compared to 31 in
2017 and 23 in 2016.

Among property crimes,
there was a slight increase in
burglaries (72-70 after 50 in

2016), but a more significant in-
crease in larceny (370-327). Mo-
tor vehicle thefts rose from 23
to 25.

Drugs

The Special Investigations Unit
focuses on narcotics, organized
crime activities and quality-of-
life-related crimes. It handled

155 drug cases in 2018, which
was down from 160 drug cases in
2017.

The types of drugs inves-
tigated were cocaine, 32%;
pills, 23%; marijuana, 15%,
heroin, 14%, meth amphet-
amine, 12%; and various others,
4%.

The Martinsville Police Depart-
ment, in partnership with the
Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion, helped place more than 800
charges against Dr. Joel Smith-
ers prescribing excessive opioids
in the city. Smithers’ business,
which had been based in Mar-
tinsville, has been shut down, and
the doctor has been convicted in

Martinsville PD’s annual report shows rise in crimes
MPD accredited for sixth time
» The Martinsville Police Department has been re-accredited by the Virginia Law Enforcement Professional
Standards Commission.
» Re-accreditation is a continuous, 4-year process measuring how a department !eeps up with 192 professional
standards, Martinsville Sheriff Steve Draper told City Council during its Tuesday meeting.
» The commission is composed of six sheriffs and six police chiefs in Virginia, one of them Draper.
» Only 99 of the commonwealth’s about 400 police departments are accredited, Draper said.
» The Martinsville PD was the fourth police department in Virginia to be accredited, in 1998. This is its fifth re-
accreditation (sixth time being accredited).
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By Joe Dexter and Susie C. Spear
jdexter@rockinghamnow.com
sspear@rockinghamnow.com

EDEN, N.C. — Christian Jarrett
ended his shift at Eden’s KFC around
11 p.m. Wednesday. Roughly 90 min-
utes later, an explosion reduced his
workplace to rubble.

It was only when the 21-year-old
made a chance stop at the Sheetz
convenience store opposite KFC at
around 2:00 a.m. Thursday, that Jarrett
realized the restaurant on Van Buren
Road was decimated.

“Knowing that I could have been in
there just terrifies me,” said Jarrett,
who has worked at the restaurant for
about two years and alleges the KFC’s
kitchen gas line safety valve was vul-
nerable and exposed.

“It terrifies me, like what would have
happened if my family would have
found out that I was blown up at work
because of negligence …,” said Jar-
rett, one of about a half dozen workers
sharing theWednesday night shift that
saw very few customers.

He described a gas pipe with a

lever-style on/off valve he said work-
ers could easily inadvertently disrupt
during regular back and forth travel
through the busy fast food operation’s
kitchen.

At around 9:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jar-
rett and his boss began smelling natu-
ral gas fumes, strong enough to give

Workers escape explosion
that levels KFC in Eden

Gas detected before explosion after midnight Thursday left restaurant in rubble

JOE DExTER/ROCkINghAMNOw

Only two concrete walls and the company sign remained standing following an explosion at KFC in Eden Thursday morning.
Residents as far as Draper and Ridgeway reported hearing the blast just after midnight.

SUSIE C. SPEAR

Local emergency personnel look on towards the KFC of Eden during an investigation
into what caused the building to explode.
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Henry County School Board Chair Francis
Zehr said Thursday that some medical prob-
lems required him to spend five days in the
hospital, several more in rehab — and miss a

board meeting.
Zehr said he was di-

agnosed with Guillain-
Barré syndrome, which
the National Institute of
Neurological Disorders
and Stroke says is “a rare
neurological disorder in
which the body’s immune

system attacks part of the peripheral nervous
system.”

He was hospitalized at Moses Cone Hospi-
tal in Greensboro, N.C., before being released
Wednesday and transferring to a rehabilita-
tion unit there.

Another another rarity: Zehr missed the
school board’s meeting on Thursday.

“I think that’s the first school board meet-
ing I’ve missed in eight years [on the board],”

Uncommon
syndrome
hospitalizes
board chair
Francis Zehr (in rehab): ‘I think
that’s the first school board
meeting Imissed in eight years.’

PAUL COLLINS/MARTINSVILLE BULLETIN

Henry County School Board Chairman Francis Zehr
and Superintendent Sandy Strayer are shown at a
school board meeting earlier this year.
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