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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Sunny; very warm and humid today.
Tonight’s skies will be clear.

High-flying offenses
meet today when
Chiefs, Ravens duel.
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

The challengers in the race for
Henry County Sheriff both sup-
port adding more resource of-
ficers at Henry County Schools,
a concept that incumbent Lane
Perry said is OK with him as long
as there’s money to pay for those
officers.

That issue emerged Tuesday
night as one point of conten-
tion during a meet-and-greet at
the Oak Level Ruritan Club that
largely had been dominated by
confrontational discussions be-
tween Perry and John Cassell,
one of the two former deputies
who are challenging him.

Jerry Farmer, the other, intro-
duced the idea that there should
be a law enforcement officer in
every county school. Cassell en-
dorsed that motion.

But Perry said that would re-
quire a tax increase because the
current workload is too heavy to
allow the sheriff’s office to reas-
sign some officers from other

Election 2019
» Henry County sheriff isn’t the
only race on the ballot on Nov. 5.
Check out the candidates who
are not opposed and those who
are. Also, key dates to know.
Page A11.

Should every school have an SRO?
Candidates debate need to have

officers at 9 schools without one

ELECTION 2019: HENRY COUNTY SHERIFF
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John Cassell (left) and Jerry Farmer (middle) are challengers in the Henry County Sheriff race against incumbent
Lane Perry. All three candidates support adding more resource officers at Henry County Public Schools.
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By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

Jill Dobbins’ grandparents’ house is a
treasure to her — but it could get mighty
cold in winter.

Until now.
That house that Grant Hairston built

in 1947 and in which his family has lived
ever since recently was weatherized by
STEP (Solutions That Empower People)
Inc.

STEP’s services are available free to
Franklin and Patrick County residents
who qualify – and the steps the weath-
erization specialists take with houses
that qualify are things that all home-
owners could do to make their homes
warmer in winter, plus cost less in en-
ergy bills. On the first day of autumn,
this is a topic for anyone.

Dobbin’s grandmother, Cathleen
Hairston, died in the 1980s. Dobbins’
aunt lived in the house after that, and
then Dobbins, from November 2019,
she said. She mostly sat in the living
room, surrounded by lush, green thriv-
ing houseplants while weatherization
technicians worked around her house.

Steve Hall is a housing specialist with
STEP in its weatherization department,
where he has worked for 18 years. He
handles intake and sets jobs up, he said.

STEP has two subcontractors that
handle the repairs. In Patrick County,
it’s Community Housing Partners of
Christiansburg, which works for both
private sector and non-profit agencies.
CHP has the state’s training facility for
weatherization specialists, said Chris
Heslep of CHP.

Dobbins’ house would take a crew of
two three days to complete, though in
this case a third man worked as well; he
was a new employee being trained.

The house was set to be air-sealed;
have insulation blown into the wall and
floor cavities, “anything to tighten the
house up;” have waterlines and duc-
twork wrapped with insulation; have
weatherstripping applied to all its doors
and windows; and other measures, Hall
said.

Spray-foam insulation would be
sprayed “around where things come in
and out of the house,” mostly electrical
lines and pipes, Hall said.

When a modern house is built, insu-
lation is put in each cavity between the

SEE AUTUMN | A11

WITH AUTUMNHERE, PATRICK COUNTY SERVICE HELPS RESIDENTS PREPARE FOR COLDER DAYS

Ideas worth warming up to
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Jill Dobbins lives in the house built in 1947 by her grandfather, Grant Hairston, in
Patrick County. Recently it was made warmer for the winter — and more energy
efficient, which should result in lower utility bills — through STEP’s weatherization
program. Weatherization specialist Jamie Hilton (left) rolls up a rug to show where
he has drilled holes to spray insulation into floor cavities, then plugged the holes.
As seen from the attic, insulation (below right) put between the wall cavities and
underneath the attic floor will keep Jill Dobbins’ house warmer this winter.
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FALL DECOR
BUYING USED, RESTORED ITEMS A POPULAR TREND
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