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Today will be humid with breaking
clouds. Tonight will be clear and humid.

ODU official named
as Virginia’s first
director of diversity.
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» See galleries with dozens of photos from the Sunday night fire, the scene, the aftermath and some events which have been held at the Rives Theatre at martinsvillebulletin.com.

FIRE RUINS THE RIVES

By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Early indications are that the cause of
the fire that destroyed the historic Rives
Theatre in uptown Martinsville on Sun-
day night was not suspicious.

Martinsville Deputy Fire Marshal Andy
Powers was reviewing drone footage
Monday to help determine the cause of
the fire, Martinsville Fire Chief and Fire
Marshal Ted Anderson Jr. said.

“We’re going to work with the insurance
company as well,” Anderson said. “We’re
not thinking it’s anything suspicious. All
indicators are it most likely started in the
attic area, but it’s too soon to give a defini-
tive cause or a rough idea.”

“I’m sure it’s going to be a total loss,”
Anderson said when asked to estimate
the amount of damage.

The fire was reported shortly after
8:30 p.m. Sunday.

“We cleared up this morning [Monday]
3 to 3:30,” Anderson said, adding that
firefighters then had hours of work to do
back at the fire station.

MFD chief says

the cause does not

appear suspicious
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Firefighters from half a dozen departments helped to fight the blaze the historic Rives Theatre in uptown Martinsville on Sunday night. The fire eventually destroyed the theater.

DRONE PHOTO BY ASHER TALBOT (FAA CERTIFIED)

A drone’s eye view of the fire damage of the Rives TheatreSEE CAUSE | A5

By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

Throughout the day Monday people
walked solemnly around and in front of
the Rives Theatre, and traffic passed by
slowly, many drivers taking pictures or
videos from their moving vehicles.

It was in an atmosphere of eerie silence
uptown that people with connections to
the Rives talked about the theater’s im-
portance to the community and its de-
struction by fire the night before.

The last event there was Brewster Walk,
a beer and music festival sponsored by
Rooster Walk, on Saturday. Rives The-
atre Manager Rives Coleman said he and
Rooster Walk co-founder Johnny Buck
were in the theater watching sports until
around midnight Saturday, and then they
returned on Sunday and watched foot-
ball. They shut everything down and left
around 7:30 p.m.

About an hour later Coleman’s teenage
daughter, Claire Warner Coleman, called
him. She had seen a picture of the burn-
ing Rives on social media.

Witnesses of blaze

say ‘It was a very

scary scene to see’
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