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By Mary E. Farris

N
ovember will soon
be here, and it’s
time to stop all the

name calling and rhetoric.
Everyone has to behave like
adults and work together
to make this place a decent
environment for all people.
Complaining, grumbling
and being violent are not
the answer. Just saying the
words “God Bless America” is
not the answer. Putting some
action with faith and voting is
needed to change what needs
to be changed.

I worked on both of Presi-
dent Obama’s campaigns,
and I met him when he came
to Martinsville. He was a very
friendly person. He shook my
hand and signed my book. I
also met Vice President Joe

Biden when he came here. I
spoke with him, and he told
me that he had a son in the
military. During that time I
had a daughter in the United
States Army. So he said that
both of us had had something
in common.

I took a picture with him. I
could tell that Mr. Biden was
a very nice person. I wonder
if the present president would
even consider coming to Mar-
tinsville. If he did visit, would
he have spoken to me?

I believe that a person’s
attitude has a lot to do with
whatever they’re trying to do.
Their character still has to
display some human dignity
for fellow human beings.

Loving this country means
working for its people, which
includes having a fair elec-
tion. There should be no

suppression or interference in
people’s right to vote.

Some of my children
participated in sports when
they were in school. I always
encouraged them to play to
win. I also taught them that
nobody wins all the time.

They were told even when
they lost to use that experi-
ence as a tool to work harder
next time. I told them cheat-
ing was never the answer, be-
cause if something is gotten
by cheating, it is still a loss.

The same thing goes for
elections. Cheating is the
same as stealing.

Another bad thing is being a
bully. A bully will usually end
up losing, because the minute
someone is brave enough to
stand up to him, he will back
down. A bully should realize
that he doesn’t control the

world, but today there are
some bullies who think that
they cannot be punished for
any wrongdoing. The bully
is quick to take advantage of
people. He will do whatever it
takes to build his inflated ego.
Most bullies work overtime to
frighten people with lies and
deception.

Today people must stand
up for what is right and face
the bully. Let him know that
he will be challenged. People
need someone who doesn’t
need to be a bully to get
things done. Bullies can only
win when nobody puts forth
an effort to stop them.

What can people do to stop
the bully? They an exercise
their right to vote and unite
together to repair some of the
damage the bully has done.

The writer lives in Martinsville.

T
hroughout the COVID-19 pan-
demic, small businesses have had
to make significant adjustments

to stay afloat.
In a late June fact sheet, the U.S.

Small Business Administration ex-
plained how restaurants and bars have
been “staggered” by the COVID-19
pandemic. Stay-at-home orders
shattered “leisure and hospitality”
businesses, with “food services and
drinking places” accounting for 73%
of group employment in that sec-
tor. During April and May — months
when indoor seating was either closed
altogether or severely restricted — bar
and restaurant employment was down
48% and 37%, respectively, compared
to April and May of 2019.

Fewer jobs were a symptom of fewer
customers. Two of the most effective
practices against mitigating the spread
of coronavirus — masks and social
distancing — fail to marry well with
eating and drinking. Exceptions were
made, but in mid-September, as part
of Virginia’s Phase 3 reopening, bar
areas still are closed and restaurants
continue to sacrifice space to keep
tables 6 feet apart.

After months of hurdles, a recent
adjustment by the Virginia Alcoholic
Beverage Control (ABC) Authority
to mixed beverage license fees is a
well-deserved break for restaurants.
A recent report by Colleen Curran of
The Times-Dispatch broke down the
dilemma. Each year, Virginia restau-
rants pay various annual fees to serve
alcoholic beverages. Some rates are
flat, including beer ($145), beer and
wine ($300), or takeout and delivery
service for one or both ($600).

But yearly costs for licenses to serve
mixed drinks — the liquors and cock-
tails that really can boost profits — are
determined by seating capacity. The
fees are $560 for one to 100 spots,
$975 for 101 to 150 and $1,430 for 150
or more. The rule is part of the Code
of Virginia and a fresh round of fees
recently was sent out to restaurants,
without initial recognition of COV-
ID-19 safety protocols affecting normal
operations. Virginia ABC is far from
struggling. At the start of September,
the agency reported a record-high $1.2
billion in revenue for fiscal year (FY)
2020. But because of the pandemic,
the drivers of that growth evolved away
from physical settings.

First, online sales surged. In a Sept. 2
statement, Virginia ABC said the vol-
ume rose from 23 orders per day at the
start of FY 2020 to 419 per day by July.
Second, stores were able to implement
curbside pickup options, with 370
locations installing that service. Third,
with bars shuttered, Sunday sales kept
churning, with an 18% increase in FY
2020 to just under $94 million.

Also, the data is there to demonstrate
how hard restaurants have been hit.
In a normal year, Virginia ABC said
sales to licensees account for 18% of
revenue. Throughout the pandemic
though, that figure has hovered be-
tween 0% and 10.6%. In addition to
existing businesses struggling to stay
open, the normal flow of new busi-
nesses opening has been slowed.
Overall, licensee sales were down 19%
compared to the previous fiscal year.

Liquor licenses are just one example
of a usual revenue stream that has
become less reliable amid COVID-19.
After six months of adapting, we hope
all state agencies take a hard look at
these kinds of perennial fees. The nor-
mal fine print needs to fairly line up
with the realities of a pandemic.
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C
AMDEN, S.C. — “Is
Doomsday here?” Joe
Biden asked Monday

during a blistering speech
about the West Coast fires and
several tropical storms brew-
ing offshore.

Sadly, given the season, the
wildfires devastating parts of
California, Oregon and Wash-
ington have only added to the
political tinder as the election
nears. Meanwhile, tropical
storms and hurricanes in the
Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of
Mexico soon will flood the
airways with tragic images
alongside political ads and
the latest COVID-19 statistics
of the sick and the dead.

Biden’s speech, delivered in
his hometown of Wilmington,
Del., and obviously written
for targeted effect, harnessed
fears of the nation’s most-
coveted constituency — the
swing voters of America’s
suburbs. He may as well have
been galloping astride all four
horses of the Apocalypse,
with flames and floods chas-
ing the thundering hoofs.

“Wildfires are burning the
suburbs in the West,” he
said. “Floods are wiping out
suburban neighborhoods
in the Midwest. Hurricanes
are imperiling suburban life
along our coast. If we have
four more years of Trump’s
climate denial, how many
suburbs will be burned in
wildfires? How many subur-
ban neighborhoods will have
been flooded out? How many
suburbs will have been blown
away in superstorms?”

I won’t be surprised if Biden
wears green tights and a cape

for his next speech.
Costuming aside, Biden at

least was addressing what
President Donald Trump
basically refuses to.

So, which is most to blame
for the fire and smokes blan-
keting the western United
States? Climate change, as
the left insists, or poor forest
management, as Trump and
others insist?

How about both things at
once, asks a rare voice amid
the cacophony.

Tom Mullikin, who has ap-
peared in this space before, is
an environmentalist and law-
yer, who has been working in
the climate-change trenches
for decades. He happens to
live down the street from me
and is a reliable source on all
things climate. Once a pro-
tege of Al Gore, the original
Cassandra of climate change,
Mullikin has made his own
documentary, “The Whole
Truth,” in response to Gore’s
“An Inconvenient Truth.”

I called Mullikin to get his
thoughts about Earth’s cur-
rent convulsions and what
our response should be.

First, he said, the wildfires
are the result of a confluence
of rising temperatures and
poor forest management.
But many West Coasters
don’t want to talk about the

need for logging, culling and
controlled burning of forests;
while others don’t want to
hear about climate change.

Another problem, he said,
is our inability to merge the
macro (climate change is
a global problem) with the
micro (Oh, damn, my house
is on fire!). The first seems too
much to handle; the second
is local in the extreme. But a
truly global policy without
exceptions is essential if local
eruptions are to be prevented.

As for Biden’s list of planet-
altering proposals, Mullikin
is skeptical, and he’s right to
be. There is little evidence
throughout his political ca-
reer that Biden ever really pri-
oritized the environment and
combating climate change.
Even as vice president, he
reportedly wasn’t involved in
the Obama administration’s
signature accomplishment
of helping make the Paris
climate agreement a reality.

In other words, Biden’s con-
cern about climate change
is, well, somewhat new. Then
again, the Trump administra-
tion has for the last four years
worked against seemingly any
and every environmental ini-
tiative, even ones supported
by his own party.

The undeniable truth is that
whatever we’re doing isn’t
working.

Mullikin pins the world’s
failure to heal the planet in
part on the 2005 Kyoto Proto-
col, a global treaty the United
States ultimately did not join,
which called for developed
nations to reduce greenhouse
emissions. But the agreement

exempted developing nations
from regulatory require-
ments, including China, India
and Brazil.

Today, China — though still
considered “developing” —
produces more hydrocarbon
emissions per year than the
total gross emissions of the
United States, according to
Mullikin.

Mullikin, a pro-business
Republican who recently re-
tired as commander of South
Carolina’s National Guard
and who is now wrapping up
a PhD in theology, says there
needs to be a global approach
to include all nations without
exception. No environmental
problem is strictly local, as
when NASA satellites show-
ing a toxic cloud from China
headed for the California
coast confirms. A dream team
to hammer out such an ac-
cord would consist of natural
scientists, hydrogeologists,
geologists and oceanogra-
phers, among others, to the
exclusion of politicians.

With 7.8 billion people
crowding the planet — clear-
cutting forests for agriculture
and development, infiltrating
previously protected ecosys-
tems and destroying Earth’s
natural protective barriers
— it would be naive to expect
that things will get better on
their own.

Earth, after all, is a living
organism fighting for her life
— and we humans are her
pandemic.

Kathleen Parker is a Pulitzer Prize-
winning columnist for The Washington

Post. Email her at kathleenparker@
washpost.com.
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