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A charge of attempted first-
degree murder against a Mar-
tinsville man in a shootout in
the parking lot of a convenience
store, in which a teenager also
is charged, is headed to a grand
jury.

Martinsville General District
Court Joan Ziglar certified to
the grand jury three of the eight
charges from June 2 against
Marquis Antonio Waller, 23, of 7

Booker Road, Apt. 16, according
to court records: attempted first-
degree murder; shooting in a
public place, resulting in bodily
injury; and maliciously shooting
at an occupied vehicle.

The prosecution dropped but
could reinstate charges of felo-
nious destruction of property
and misdemeanor reckless han-
dling of a firearm, and Ziglar dis-
missed charges against Waller
of attempted robbery, use of a
firearm in the commission of at-
tempted robbery and shooting

within an occu-
pied building.

Courtney Arm-
strong, Waller’s
lawyer, said in
an interview that
“we were pleased
that the judge
dismissed the

charges that were dismissed.”
Armstrong said those charges

dismissed were because of lack
of sufficient evidence. She also
said she was pleased with the
prosecution “nolle prossing”

some of the charges, which
means dropping with the option
to reinstate.

She said no evidence was pre-
sented at the preliminary hear-
ing regarding shooting in the
convenience store – that the evi-
dence that was presented con-
cerned shooting outside around
the gas pumps.

“We’ll put on the absolute de-
fense we can when it reaches
Circuit Court,” Armstrong said.

A juvenile charged in the in-
cident is scheduled to have a
hearing in Martinsville Juvenile
and Domestic Relations Court

on Sept. 18. The boy, who is at
least 14 years old, is charged
with attempted robbery, use of
a firearm in attempted robbery,
conspiracy to commit robbery,
attempted second-degree mur-
der and possession of a firearm
by a felon, Martinsville Assistant
Commonwealth’s Attorney Paula
Bowen said in an interview.

If a judge finds sufficient evi-
dence on the felony charges
to send those cases to Circuit
Court, the juvenile could be tried
as an adult, Bowen said.
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Waller

Attempted-murder charge remains
Some charges dropped in shooting in parking lot; teenager faces hearing
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By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

S
ophia Esdaile is settling in now
at Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity, looking back at her expe-

riences as an intern with Martinsville
Councilwoman Jennifer Bowles as
helping her prepare for this step.

Esdaile, the daughter of Michael
and Sherrill Esdaile and a Magna
Vista High School graduate, left Sat-
urday for VCU. “I picked it because
it’s really diverse,” she said of VCU. “I
saw a lot of people who looked like
me.”

She said she plans to major in
political science, with an eye on a law
degree, a goal helped along by years
of watching news with her dad plus
the internship with Bowles.

Growing up in Martinsville, Bowles,
29, said, there weren’t many op-
portunities for internships or other
ways for students to get involved in
workplaces or government. When
she was in college, she said, she real-
ized that many of the other students,
who had come from other cities, had
had tremendous internships behind
them, from young ages.

At the University of Virginia, she

was around fellow students who
“were so much more advanced than
I was with their resumes.” They were
from places where students got
competitive internships from 15 and
16 years old.

After Bowles was elected to council

for the first time in 2014, she said she
thought she would get an intern, to
open those doors for someone else,
just as soon as she had a chance to
settle into her role.

‘SHARE THEWEALTH’
Martinsville City Council member Jennifer Bowles wanted to help

provide important experience to college-bound intern Sophia Esdaile.
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At the final Martinsville city council meeting Sophia Esdaile would attend as Jennifer Bowles’ high school intern, Esdaile (left) ad-
dressed council, then posed with Bowles for a photograph to keep as a memento of their time together.

Martinsville City Councilwoman Jennifer Bowles (left) and Sophia Esdaile, who had
been her intern for the past three years, laugh in one of the last visits they would have
together before Esdaile left for college.
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Commission
listening to
some options
on gun violence
Panel hears presentations on
data and policies that work
to reduce injuries and death

By Amy Friedenberger
The Roanoke Times

RICHMOND — For more than a decade
Lori Haas, whose daughter survived after
being shot during the 2007 shootings at Vir-
ginia Tech, has been advocating for univer-
sal background checks.

“I’m committed to doing this work, be-
cause I’ve met too many survivors to turn
my back,” Haas said Monday. “There are
policies that we know can reduce violence.”

At a meeting of the Virginia State Crime
Commission earlier that day, a researcher
said universal background checks — es-
pecially combined with other policies —
could significantly reduce gun homicides
in Virginia. Haas sat in the audience taking
notes.

The crime commission, a bipartisan ad-
visory body that studies criminal justice
issues and makes recommendations to the
General Assembly, is meeting to tackle the
issue of how to reduce gun violence in the
wake of the Virginia Beach shooting in May
that killed 12 people. The commission lis-
tened to seven hours of presentations from
medical and public safety professionals and
researchers about gun-related incidents in
Virginia as well as policies that can reduce
injuries and deaths. The commission will
meet again Tuesday, when legislators will
present bills and the public will have the
opportunity to comment.

RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Gun safety advocate Lori Haas listens to
speakers at the Virginia State Crime Commis-
sion meeting inside the Pocahontas Building in
Richmond on Monday.
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