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Celebrate the champion Cavaliers
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Today will have some sun and then turn
cloudy. Tonight will be mild with clouds.

Trump threatens
more troops to
Mexico border.
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Residents
weigh in
on plan
for roads

Henry County

Six-year, $1.02M proposal
includes mutiple smaller
projects and improvements

BY PAUL COLLINS
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Thirteen people – including members
of the Henry County Board of Supervi-
sors and seven other citizens – stopped
by the public hearing Tuesday night on
the $1.02 million, six-year secondary
road plan for Henry County.

The board of supervisors and Virginia
Department of Transportation jointly
sponsored the public hearing, which
was between 6 and 6:30 p.m. at the
County Administration Building.

The plan calls for spending $171,459
each year between fiscal year 2019-20
and fiscal year 2024-25.

“We can do a project a year of these
small-scale projects,” Lisa Hughes,
VDOT resident engineer for this area,
said in an interview.

“We plan six years in advance of
how we are going to spend that yearly
amount,” Hughes said. “We ask for the
public’s input to give us recommenda-
tions on projects that can be included
in the priority list. That’s what it is. It’s
not a construction schedule. It’s just a
priority list of projects, a spend plan to
spend that yearly amount.”

“This year we plan on replacing a
pipe on Yeatts Road, which is Route
1601, [in between Mount Olivet and
Laurel Park]. It’s right off [Route] 58,”
Hughes said.

See ROADS, Page A5

Richmond’s Robinson named National Teacher of the Year
First teacher from the school district and third in Virginia to claim title

BY JUSTIN MATTINGLY
Richmond Times-Dispatch

RICHMOND

R
odney Robinson was
driving to the Whole
Foods in Short Pump six

weeks ago when he got a call
he’d been waiting for.

The 19-year teaching veteran
had won National Teacher of
the Year, besting the more than
3.6 million teachers in the U.S.
for the honor. He pulled to
the side of the road, laughing,
crying and experiencing “every
type of emotion” as he reached
the pinnacle of a profession

his mother - his inspiration -
desperately wanted to get into.

Robinson, who works in
the city’s juvenile detention
center, had to keep it a se-
cret, much like he did when
earlier this school year when
he found out that he was one
of four finalists for the highest
honor a teacher can receive.
His family found out on Easter
and three days later, on CBS
This Morning, the world
discovered that Richmond is
officially home to the country’s
best teacher.

“It means my students have
an advocate who is going to

tell their stories and fight for
the resources they need to be
successful,” Robinson said
about winning the award. “I
didn’t get into [teaching] for
this. I just got into it to help
students and fight for them.

“Winning this award means
I now have a big stage to fight
for my students and what they
need.”

Robinson became the first
teacher ever from Richmond
Public Schools and just the
third in Virginia history to
claim the title.

See TEACHER, Page A6
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TIMES-DISPATCH

Rodney
Robin-

son, who
teaches

history at
the Virgie

Binford
Education

Center,
after be-

ing named
Virginia

Teacher of
the Year

in October
2018.

Man says God led him
to put up billboard

Sign decrying same-sex marriage draws questions, concerns from community

MYRON SMITH/FOR THE MARTINSVILLE BULLETIN

This billboard in Martinsville has prompted much comment on social media.

BY MYRON SMITH
Special to the Bulletin

The man behind a billboard that car-
ries a message to condemn same-sex
marriage says God led him to do it.

Right next to the U.S. Social Security
building on Commonwealth Blvd. in
Martinsville, a billboard depicts a man
and a woman holding hands behind
the message: “MARRIAGE IS 1 MAN +
1 WOMAN.”

The bottom of the sign credits Thou
Shall Ministries and offers a post office
box address.

This billboard has drawn many ques-

tions and concerns on social media
about the choice of the message and
the identity of the sponsoring organi-
zation.

There is no phone number listed and
no website, and very little information
can be found on the internet about just
who is Thou Shall Ministries. Its state-
registered address is a house in Mar-
tinsville.

Thomas Farrell of Martinsville said
that the billboard was his idea, and he
paid for it himself. Farrell is the presi-
dent/CEO of Thou Shall Ministries LLC,
which was founded in 2012 by his wife,
Nancy Farrell.

At its beginning the organization was
known as “Thou Shall Prison Ministry.”
Nancy Farrell corresponded weekly
with 60 inmates and families in seven
states. Before his wife passed away in
March 2016, Thomas Farrell said, he
promised her that he would continue
her work.

He said he is frustrated and wants
homosexuals to know how God feels
about their lifestyle and that he target-
ed people who “may be thinking about”
same-sex marriage, which in June 2015
was upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court.

See SIGN, Page A5


