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INDEX WEATHER

HIGH LOW
93 63

For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be mostly sunny and hot.
Tonight will be clear and humid.

Tuition staying flat
at every Virginia
college next year.
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REMEMBERING
OURHEROES

A PRESERVATION OF SERVICE OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN VETERANS
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The flag is raised during the Memorial Day service at People’s Cemetery.

BY HOLLY KOZELSKY
Holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

Latin words meaning “it is sweet
and proper to die for one’s coun-
try” are inscribed on the base of the
amphitheater at Arlington National
Cemetery, but that saying is not en-
tirely true, Eric Monday said.

“Those are inspiring words,” Mon-
day, the Martinsville city attorney,
told the crowd on Monday at the
Memorial Day service at People’s
Cemetery in Martinsville. However,
“it’s tragic, and it’s sad, because it
leaves behind” people who have
died in battle.

“It’s sad, but it is necessary” as a
part of war to maintain the freedoms
of the American people, he said.

People’s Cemetery, off Second
Street, was established on June 14,
1918, for African-American resi-
dents of Martinsville and Henry
County. Estimates on its size have
ranged from 50 to 100 acres.

About 430 people are buried in
the cemetery, including at least 75
people with military service records
who served in conflicts ranging
from World War I to Vietnam.

“Those African-American veter-
ans joined all of the band of broth-
ers who have served this coun-
try, beginning with the American

Revolution,” Monday said — even
though the “promise of liberty and
freedom” didn’t usually count for
them.

Monday listed wars throughout
American history, all of which were
fought by African-American sol-
diers. The latest was the current war
against terror, “with 8,000 dead and
counting.”

Monday talked about the impor-
tance of honoring veterans on Me-
morial Day.

“A great nation requires those who
are willing to lay down their lives for
the nation,” he said. “For the vast
majority of Americans, this is not
what we do on Memorial Day.”

‘IT TAKES A LONG TIME TOHEAL THE GRIEVING’

BY HOLLY KOZELSKY
Holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

People should take advantage of
opportunities to see military cem-
eteries and monuments, retired Col.
Lewis T. Turner said.

Turner was the keynote speaker
during the 72nd annual Memorial
Day Service on Monday at Roselawn
Burial Park.

Turner gave the history of Memo-
rial Day, which was started three

years after the end of the Civil War
as Decoration Day, to adorn veter-
ans’ graves with flowers. It became
an official national holiday in 1971,
when it was moved to Monday.

Turner is the one whose fate broke
the chain of his family, he said, a
chain of dying in war that followed
several dates in common.

A relative, Jesse T. Frith, a Franklin
County native, fought in World War
I with the 126th Infantry. He was
killed at the age of 22 on Oct. 5, 1918,

during the 100-day Battle in France,
just a month before armistice.

Frith’s nephew, Jessie T. Ramsey,
born in 1921 in Henry County, was
named for him. He went into the
army on Oct. 5, 1942, his 21st birth-
day — and exactly 24 years after the
date his uncle died. On Sept. 18,
1944, Ramsey was killed in action in
the same region in France his uncle
was.
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A wreath is presented at the end of the Memorial Day Service at Roselawn Burial Park.
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Two people
found dead
in a rented
Axton home
Firearm found near bodies;
authorities believe the couple
was alone at time of deaths

BY JOHN R. CRANE
Danvilel Register & Bee

AXTON — They were good tenants.
Lucille Shelton is upset about the cou-

ple found dead early Monday morning at
the home she rented out to them at 17133
Callands Road at the Henry County line in
western Pittsylvania County.

“It’s just a sad, sad thing,” Shelton, who
owns the house, said during an interview at
her Axton home Monday afternoon. “When
they came and paid their rent, they was al-
ways nice.”

Shelton, who lives on the Henry County
side of Axton a few miles west of the home,
went with her daughter to the farm house
in Pittsylvania County at around 2 a.m.
Monday after they received a call about the
bodies being discovered.

“We was not allowed to go to the house,”
said Shelton’s daughter, Vicky Sands, refer-
ring to investigators and other responders
at the scene.

“I never got out of the car,” Shelton said.
Axton straddles the line separating Pitt-

sylvania and Henry counties.
Two people — believed to be husband

and wife — were found dead, the Pittsylva-
nia County Sheriff’s Office reported.

The sheriff’s office “received a call from
a concerned party requesting a well being
check on a friend” at about 1 a.m. Monday,
according to a news release.

Deputies arrived at the home on Callands
Road about 10 minutes later. Authorities
forced their way inside since no one an-
swered the door.

There they found a man and woman dead
and a firearm near the bodies, according
to the release. Authorities did not disclose
how the two died.

“Investigators continue to piece together
the circumstances of last evening and early
morning,” investigator Devin Taylor wrote
in the news release.

The bodies have been taken to the Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office in Roanoke for autop-
sies.

Police are withholding the identity of the
pair pending notification of family, but said
they believed they were husband and wife.
Police also believe they were alone at the
time of the deaths occurred.

Pittsylvania County Sheriff Mike Taylor
confirmed the address where officers re-
sponded. On Monday evening, he said his
office doesn’t know exactly what led to the
shooting, and they could only speculate
with what was found at the scene.
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A couple was found dead at this farm house at
17133 Callands Road next to the Henry County
line early Monday morning. The Pittsylvania
County Sheriff’s Office is investigating.

See DEAD, Page A6


