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WEATHER

HIGH LOW
82 56

For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Storms expected throughout the
day, continuing into the night.

The animals are
calling for you
at Infinity Acres.
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A GYM built on a

Christian foundation
Actually, the foundation was rebuilt for storm-damaged

building that’s now Grace-filled Youth Ministry in Fieldale

HOLLY KOZELSKY/MARTINSVILLE BULLETIN

ABOVE: In this photo taken in the winter, Pastor Lewis Waller puts puts up the sign for The GYM, a
children’s and teen center next to Fresh Start Ministry. BELOW: Children play games and socialize in
the game room on the top story — street level — of The GYM.

BY HOLLY KOZELSKY
Holly.kozelsky@martinsville

bulletin.com

A
year and a half
after a Fieldale
building nearly

was destroyed by storms,
it is back to new life as a
children’s center.

The GYM: Grace-filled
Youth Ministry at 323
Patrick Ave., an outreach
of Fresh Start Ministry
next door, will open
Saturday with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony with
food, activities and a car
show.

That building used to
hold a laundry mat and
most recently housed a
motorcycle repair shop,
said Lewis Waller, the
pastor of Fresh Start
Ministry, who oversaw
the renovation project.

This three-story
building sits on a lot
that slopes down from
street level. The top floor
is what appears, from
street view, to be the
main floor, with the front
door. The middle floor
is underground in front
and above ground in
back, and there’s a half-
basement below that —
formerly a full basement.
The two full stories are
about 1,000 square feet
each.

In the summer of
2017, a lower wall and
the front part of the
floor of the middle story
collapsed after heavy
storms.

Waller said he saw a
good opportunity to
buy the building “at a
reasonable price,” so he
talked with the owner.
The owner first talked
about selling the church
the building at a price
Waller thought was too
high. Once the owner
visited the site and saw
the damage, he offered
to give the church the
building for free.

See GYM, Page A7

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Members of the underwater robotics Team Dasyatis, from Bassett High
School and Carlisle School.They are: (from left, front row) Andrew Parikh
(Carlisle), Will Dehart (Bassett), and Anika Banerjee (Carlisle) and (back
row) Coach Christina Richardson (Carlisle), Coach Keith Newcomb (Pat-
rick Henry Community College),Coach David Dillard (PHCC),Pedro Reyes
(Bassett), Gabe Richardson (Carlisle) and Casey Richardson (Carlisle).

2-school robotics team going global

STAFF REPORT

The robotics team comprised of
students from public and private
schools in Henry County is head-
ed for international competition –
although its members won’t have
to board a jet to get there.

You likely have read about six
students from Bassett High School
and Carlisle School who have
been sinking the competition in

Underwater Robotics. Yes, think
remote-controlled submersibles
and how to make them useful.

Now they’ve qualified for the
MATE International ROV com-
petition, which will be held June
20-22 at the Kingsport Aquatic
Center. That’s in Kingsport, Tenn.,
which is just across the Blue Ridge
Mountains.

Team members are Anika Ba-
nerjee (Carlisle), Will Dehart

(Bassett), Andrew Parikh (Carl-
isle), Pedro Reyes (Bassett), Gabe
Richardson (Carlisle) and Casey
Richardson (Carlisle).

They call their team Dasya-
tis, which comes from a genus of
stingray.

Coached by David Dillard and
Keith Newcomb of Patrick Henry
Community College and Christy

See ROBOTICS, Page A7

International competition to be held in Kingsport, Tennessee June 20-22

Judge
upholds
jury’s
sentence

BY JAMES WHITLOW
jwhitlow@registerbee.com

(434) 791-7983

CHATHAM — A Pittsylvania County judge
upheld a jury’s decision that Jason Scott Ri-
gney serve life plus three years in prison for
killing his on-again-off-again girlfriend last
year.

“In your own words, that last shot was to
‘put her out of her misery,’”
Judge Stacey W. Moreau said
moments before upholding
the sentence Thursday in the
death of Heather Sue Mather-
ly.

A jury handed down the sen-
tence in March after 18 min-
utes of deliberation. The jury
recommended a punishment greater than
what was called for in the sentencing guide-
lines and Moreau thought it was appropriate
given the nature of the crime.

Rigney, was charged and convicted of first-
degree murder and use of a firearm in com-
mission of a felony.

Rigney shot Matherly multiple times with
his father’s revolver; she

was found dead in her
Grays Park Road home
in September. At trial,
Commonwealth’s At-
torney Bryan Haskins
proved that Rigney
brutalized Matherly, 30,
before killing her as an
act of mercy. That, he
said at the sentencing,
was part of the jury’s
consideration in rec-
ommending such a stiff
sentence.

Haskins said that
Matherly wanted to see
other men, and Rigney

could not handle that. So, Haskins said, the
Danville resident killed her, shooting her in
the shoulder and head and leaving other in-
juries on her. Matherly’s friend Loretta May-
hew found her dead at the foot of her bed the
next day – head “split open,” she testified at
trial.

Rigney then confessed the crime to his sis-
ter and she went to police.

At the sentencing Thursday, Rigney was

Man convicted in Pittsylvania
slaying gets life plus three
years in ‘brutal, brutal crime’

See SENTENCE, Page A6

Rigney

Mercy
is de-

served for
those who
accept re-
sponsibility.
… He does
not deserve
mercy.”

— Bryan Haskins,
Commonwealth’s
attorney
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