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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be hot and humid with clouds.
Tonight will have a strong thunderstorm.

AG: ‘Irregularities’
found at jail where
Epstein died.
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By Holly Kozelsky
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Nearly three dozen North Car-
olinians involved in farming vis-
ited a local farm and a feed busi-
ness Saturday as part of a tour of
what was for them out-of-state
agriculture.

The tour was coordinated by
North Carolina Cooperative Ex-
tension agents and included
Stonehaus Farms near Horsepas-
ture and Performance Livestock
and Feeds in Martinsville. The

group of about 30 participants
included beef, dairy and crop
farmers, Extension Community
Association (former Extenstion
Homemakers) members, mem-
bers of the Farm Bureau board
of directors and about 10 4-H
members.

The tour bus left Winston-Sa-
lem, N.C., on Thursday. Desti-
nations included Rural Retreat,
Wytheville, Blacksburg, Gretna,
Troutville and Buchanan. The
northernmost stops were first,
and then the group worked its
way back down south.

Bus driver Randy Pitts of Holi-
day Tours of Randleman, N.C.,
said he drove for the farm tour
last year and was happy to get
the assignment for this year’s
tour as well.

“Oh, I love it,” he said. “Good
country people, and we all like
the same things.”

Their first local spot was Per-
formance Livestock and Feed,
which opened in spring 2017 at
Redd Level Plant Road in Mar-
tinsville.

SOME FOOD FOR THOUGHT AT STONEHAUS FARMS
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North Carolina visitors to Stonehaus Farms taste samples of mozzarella
cheese which just had been made.

North Carolina visitors make two stops in Henry County on farm tour
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Henry County School Board Chair Fran-
cis Zehr said his board is pleased with the
performance of Superintendent Sandy
Strayer in her first nine months since land-
ing the job on a permanent basis.

On Monday, Zehr provided a summary
of the school board’s recent annual evalu-

ation of Strayer, which was
discussed in closed session
during a planning meeting
on July 25.

The Bulletin had request-
ed a copy of that evaluation,
but Zehr said the school
board attorney had said that
a performance review is not

a public document. Zehr volunteered to
provide a summary.

He did so on Monday, when he wrote in
an email: “The board is very pleased with
the leadership Mrs. Strayer has exhibited
since assuming the role of superintendent
of Henry County Public Schools last fall.
She has worked diligently to ensure that the
practices and procedures in place in each
department and school of our division are
supporting student growth and success.

“It has been her request that the board
provide her with suggestions for further
growth and improvement. We are asking
her to continue to focus on enhancing read-
ing and writing instruction for students at
all levels so that their skills continue to in-
crease. Additionally, we have asked her to
work with the staff to continue to stream-
line the budget and work toward increasing
salaries for our high-quality professionals.”

The school board named Strayer super-
intendent on Nov. 1 after she had served
as the interim superintendent since May
2018, when Jared Cotton left to take over
Chesapeake Public Schools. Strayer be-
came the second female superintendent in
the history of HCPS.

In a follow-up phone interview, Zehr said
that on Virginia Standards of Learning test
scores, the school division is “a little weak
in reading and writing, so … our main em-
phasis is to work on those skills.”

Henry County school board
chair gives superintendent
high marks since taking over

Board is
‘pleased’
with work
of Strayer

Strayer
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HENRY COUNTY’S FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
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S
chools begin in Henry County, the

last of the public school divisions

in the area to begin classes ABOVE:

Students are required to scan in and out

of the building, a security measure some

of them had to learn. LEFT: Magna Vista

had flowers ready to greet students.

BELOW LEFT: First-grader Isabella

Glasgow and her dad, Al Glasgow, were

the first in line Monday at Mt. Olivet Ele-

mentary School. BELOW RIGHT: Special

education teacher Donnie Morris (left)

and eighth-grader and Junior Beta Club

member Peighton Boone greet students

at Laurel Park Middle School. See more

photos of the first day on page A6.
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