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By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsville
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L
inda Strange Dillard, the
first executive director of
FAHI (Fayette Area Histori-

cal Initiative), has been laid to
rest 11 years after a car crash
that left her bedridden.

Dillard died Aug. 3, and her
funeral was Saturday at St. John

Baptist Church in Axton. She
was buried in the Strange Family
Cemetery in Cascade.

Dillard was the first executive
director of FAHI, which started
about 15 years ago. Simon Spen-
cer, Tyler Millner and Ben Mur-
dock were among the founders,
according to Curtis Millner, who
joined the board later, and Bul-
letin reports.

“She was instrumental in

getting it started.
It was her brain-
child,” Millner
said. “She was
very passionate
about it, and she
worked very hard
and often uncom-
pensated. She was

just determined to get it off the
ground, and she did.”

Dillard had a knack for mo-
tivating people to be involved,
he said, and “if she couldn’t get
people to do things, she would
do them herself.”

Propelled by Dillard, the early
FAHI was involved in several
community initiatives. It revived
the June German Ball, holding
several since the first it coordi-
nated in 2005; joined in round-
table discussions and commu-
nity meetings about promoting
local history, including of the
Fayette Street area; put out a his-
tory book; hosted art exhibits;
and engaged graduate students
for potential landscape designs
for where FAHI was then set.

Johnsie Finney worked with
Dillard on FAHI before FAHI was

FAHI. They started out in a room
at the back of the MHC Cham-
ber if Commerce building before
moving to the first freestanding
location, a house on Fayette
Street around 2005.

As executive director of FAHI,
Linda worked in the center, but
when she needed to go out for
any reason she’d call Finney to
take her place, Finney said.

Finney and Dillard also
worked together to put on the
June German Ball.

Linda Strange Dillard: The power behind FAHI
Founder of Fayette Area Historical Initiative
dies 11 years after debilitating auto accident
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By Paul Collins
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Federal search warrants issued in July
allege that there is probable cause to be-
lieve that Dr. Vincent K. Jones, an inter-
nist from Martinsville, has been illegally
distributing controlled substances from
his family practice in Collinsville.

The warrants say Jones and others are
using his Community Family Care to dis-
tribute Schedule II and Schedule IV con-
trolled substances (namely oxycodone
and hydrocodone-acetaminophen and
possibly others) and to commit health
care fraud and wire fraud in violation of
federal law.

Searches were conducted last month at
Community Family Care, which is located
at 1856 Virginia Ave. in Holiday Shopping
Center in Collinsville, and at Jones’ pri-
mary residence at 1308 Cardinal Lane in
Martinsville.

Search warrants only describe the in-
vestigative process. Jones has not been
charged with any crimes, and investiga-
tors won’t speak about their work. But
the documents provide keen insights into

information gathered from informants
and other sources of documentation they
have sought.

Anita Sowers, task force officer with the
U.S. Department of Justice, Drug Enforce-
ment Administration’s Roanoke Tactical
Diversion Squad in Roanoke, filed the ap-
plications for search warrants.

Sowers was deputized as a task force
officer with the DEA in January 2017 and
had been employed with the city of Mar-
tinsville in 1997, serving as a corrections
deputy until 2000 when she became a po-
lice officer for the city of Martinsville.

The documents don’t specify when the
investigation began, but they refer to a
tip received about two years ago from a
confidential informant of the Martinsville
Police Department.

Feds probe Martinsville doctor
Search warrants filed by federal DEA investigators detail a deep investigation

of opioids prescribed by Dr. Vincent K. Jones from his practice in Collinsville.
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James Crews of Fieldale, a longtime patient, looks in the window of Community Family Care. He
said he had an appointment Thursday morning and didn’t know why the office was locked.“I want
to know what’s going on,” he said.

Documents online
To read the search warrant affadavits in
this case and other documents, visit www.
martinsvillebulletin.com.
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