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Celebrate the champion Cavaliers
with this hardcover collector’s book.
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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will have a late thunderstorm.
Tonight will be mild and turn cloudy.

Ex-White House
lawyer defies a
subpoena.
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Sentence
three life
terms and
83 years
Jury gives out believed

heaviest sentence in

Henry County history
BY HOLLY KOZELSKY

holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

A jury on Tuesday handed down what
appears to be the heaviest sentence ever
awarded in Henry County, severely punish-
ing a man whose gang connections stretch
to New York and include a conspiracy that
took down a sheriff.

A 12-person panel recommended a sen-
tence of three life terms plus 83 years and
$200,000 in fines to Anthony Shamel Hop-
kins, 44, formerly of Bassett, on myriad
charges against a female victim. That brings
total time for Hopkins, already convicted
in various other crimes, to five life terms
plus 159 years — and he still has 31 charges
pending for which he has not been tried.

In the case sentenced on Tuesday, Hop-
kins was charged with one count each of
rape, forcible sodomy, abduction with in-
tent to defile, abduction, extortion, receiv-
ing stolen property and use of a firearm in
commission of abduction, as well as two
charges each of object sexual penetration
and malicious wounding. These charges
involved several incidents that happened
mostly at residences in Collinsville and Bas-
sett between 2005 and 2007 against one
victim. He was found guilty of all charges
except rape.

The sentence recommended by the jury
was the highest possible. The sentence is
a recommendation to the court, to be de-
termined formally by Circuit Court Judge
David Williams in a sentencing hearing at 2
p.m. on July 24.

HENRY COUNTY JAIL

A jury recommended a sentence of three life
terms, 83 years and $200,000 in fines for Anthony
Shamel Hopkins in what appears to be the heaviest
sentence ever awarded in Henry County history.

See JURY, Page A6

A CROWD IS FUNDING A
SIGN OF ‘INCLUSIVENESS’

An anti-gay marriage billboard in Martinsville has sparked
a group to generate the cost of erecting a counter message.

PHOTOS BY MYRON SMITH

Tom Farrell heads the ministry that paid for the erection of this billboard.

BY MYRON SMITH
Special to the Bulletin

After a billboard emerged in Mar-
tinsville to denounce same-sex mar-
riage, a crowdfunding campaign has
emerged that seeks to create a sign
with a message of tolerance and in-
clusiveness.

Travelers heading west on Com-
monwealth Boulevard have for the
past month encountered a billboard
that depicts a man and a woman
holding hands behind the message:
“MARRIAGE IS 1 MAN + 1 WOMAN.”
This billboard was sponsored by
Thomas Farrell, president of Thou
Shall Ministries.

Its presence has drawn many ques-
tions and concerns on social media
from the Martinsville community
about the intent of its message and
the identity of the sponsoring orga-
nization.

And now, amid all that discussion,
people are donating to a GoFundMe
campaign to create a “Gay Pride” bill-
board.

With 44 backers and growing since
its launch date of April 24, this cam-
paign has raised nearly 50% of its
$2,000 goal. About 25% of that goal
was reached within the first 48 hours.
In less than two weeks, a total of $914
has been donated.

Farrell has said he paid $1,700 for
his message to stay up for 2 months.

The campaign was created by Ariel
Vaughn, 30, of Martinsville. “The bill-
board espoused intolerance and ex-

clusion while blatantly
condemning same-sex
marriage,” she said.

And she said Farrell’s
billboard appears to
read that “gay mar-
riage is wrong and a
sin against God, so
consequently being

gay is wrong.
“Some people just see an affirma-

tion of their religious beliefs. It’s hard
for them to put themselves in some-
one else’s shoes.”

She said she respects Farrell’s right
to freedom of speech and that he “is
entitled to his opinion.” She said she
is not asking for the sign to be taken
down.

“It would be hypocritical of me to
want to exclude a billboard repre-
senting others’ beliefs, when my goal
is inclusion and tolerance,” Vaughn

said. “I am ideologically opposed to
the billboard, while also respecting
his [Farrell’s] freedom of speech, as
well as the right of others to believe
differently.

“The message you receive from the
billboard may not be the same as
what someone else receives. Even if
their interpretation is different than
yours, it doesn’t have to mean either
of you are wrong.”

Vaughn said this crowdfunding
campaign is her way of putting words
into action: “Just talking and venting
about something is useless if you’re
not willing to do something about it.

“I had been mulling it in my mind
for several weeks and then I saw the
article in the paper… The article was
definitely the impetus for me starting
it.”

The crowdfunding effort shows a “gay pride” approach to a potential new billboard.

Vaughn

See SIGN, Page A5


