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INSIDESovah Health
expanding its ER
in Danville. A3

Biden targets quicker
pace for vaccine
availability for adults. A7
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NCAA: Baylor guards shine as Bears take NCAA crown. SPORTS
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Dealing with the pandemic
means a lot more to the folks of
VITA than just social distancing
andmasks.
Those who help with Volun-

teer Income Tax Assistance are
in the thickof ever-changing tax
laws dealing with the stimulus
payments and unemployment
insurance — and with the extra
work, theyare stalled sometimes
daysorweekswaiting for the tax
preparation software to catchup.
“The government changed

course midstream, but ya know
what?” 12-year VITA volunteer
Rachel Young said. “You adapt
and go on.”
Part of the job this year in-

volves helping people get all of
the stimulus payments towhich
they are entitled.
Because of the pandemic, the

deadline to file taxes has been
extended to May 17 – far less of
anextension than last year,when
the deadline was extended to
Oct. 15.
VITA is operating six days a

week now, but it will be fewer
days aweek after April 15,which
is the traditional tax deadline.
Becauseof thepandemic,“not

being able to sit with clients is
a challenge. We make a lot of
phone calls instead,”Young said.
Tax preparation this year be-

gins with an appointment (call
276-403-5976). Then the client
comes to the VITA office, next
to Grace Network, in the Lester
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NASCAR made an entrance
in Martinsville on Tuesday, and
it wasn’t at the Martinsville
Speedway.
A parade of NASCAR trac-

tor-trailers took a lap around
the parking lot at Sovah
Health-Martinsville at 11 a.m.as
the front-line health carework-
ers andemployeesof thehospital
cheered themon.Therehadbeen
a similar parade last year.
RustyWallace, a retireddriver

andmemberof theNASCARHall
of Fame, told the crowd that the
large contingent of haulers car-
riedno race cars,only the equip-
ment necessary to hold a week-
end of racing atMartinsville.
“We’ve come a long way. Boy

I remember last year the pan-
demic was kicking off, and boy
what a tough time it was,”Wal-
lace said. “But I’m happy to say
we’ve got the vaccine, nowand I
got vaccinated last week when I
was eligible.”
The crowd cheered at Wal-

lace’s words.
“I got the Pfizer vaccine, and
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Healthcare workers watch parade of NASCAR haulers take a lap around Sovah Health—Martinsville.

Taxes
takes
extra
prep

STEVEN DOYLE

steven.doyle

@martinsvillebulletin.com

If you are 16 and older and live
in the West Piedmont Health
District, you can be vaccinated
against COVID-19.
And there is plenty of vaccine

available for you to find.
Health district spokesperson

Nancy Bell said the district had
made the move last week into
Phase 2 of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health’s inoculation
plan, which means the program
is open for all adults.

This is in advance of the
changes announced first by
Gov.RalphNorthamand thenon
Tuesday by President Joe Biden
to open the vaccinations to all
adults by April 18.
As of Wednesday, the WPHD

through its employees andpart-
ners had issued about 64,000
doses of either the Pfizer, Mod-
erna or Johnson & Johnson vac-
cines.
That meant that 28.7% of the

district’s roughly 137,199 res-
idents had received least one
dose, and 17.8%have been com-

pletely vacci-
nated (with two
shots of Pfizer
or Moderna or
one of J&J).
A third of Vir-

ginia’s residents
(2,829,530) have
received at least
one shot, based

on data compiled by VDH, and
18.4%are fully vaccinated.VDH
is administering about 80,500
shots a day now.
WPHDjoinednumerousother

health districts around the state
in moving into Phase 2, and Dr.
Kerry Gateley, the chief medical
officer of the district, said in a

Age 16? Vaccine for you
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Sovah-Martinsville employees Heather Ashe (left), Crystal Dallas (center) and
Connette Dill fill 500 syringes with the Moderna vaccine before a vaccination
clinic at the Martinsville Speedway.

West Piedmont Health District moves

into Phase 2 of vaccination process.

Gateley

VITA went through

a lot of changes, and

not all were related to

pandemic procedures.

NASCAR pays

tribute to front-line

workers at Sovah

Health-Martinsville.
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