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For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will have a thunderstorm and
showers. Tonight will have some rain.

Profiles of Honor
Mobile Tour stops
in Martinsville.
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Drug
ODs are
biggest
killer
Martinsville has highest

rate of such deaths of
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BY PAUL COLLINS

paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

It’s not the crack of gunfire or the screech of
tires that was the biggest killer in Martinsville
and Henry County in 2018. No, it’s the quiet
consumption of drugs that is causing the most
unnatural deaths in the city and county com-
bined.

The Virginia Department of Health’s Office of
Chief Medical Examiner reports that there were
six homicides and 12 motor-vehicle fatalities in
Martinsville and Henry County last year.

The number of overdose deaths: 22.
“Drug deaths were the leading cause of un-

natural death in Henry County and Martins-
ville,” Kathrin “Rosie” Hobron, statewide foren-
sic epidemiologist for the department, wrote in
an email.

In fact, the city of Martinsville had the highest
rate for “all fatal drug overdoses” and of “all fatal
opioid overdoses” among the more than 130 lo-
calities in Virginia.

That is according to a recent report of “all fatal
drug overdoses” and “all fatal opioid overdoses”
compiled by Hobron’s department that shows
how Virginia’s cities and counties compare. For
its purposes, the report, which includes data
from 2007 to 2018, identifies opioids as all phar-
maceutical and illicit versions of fentanyl, her-
oin and one or more prescription opioids.

“All drug deaths includes any death in which
one or more drugs [any substance] caused an
overdose fatality,” Hobron wrote. “But not all
fatal overdoses are due to opioids [there are a
variety of different classes of drugs that people
overdose on].

“In 2018 statewide, 81.7% of all drug deaths
were due to one or more opioids.”

In Martinsville, the actual numbers of over-
dose deaths — nine — may not seem so high,
but the rate was astounding: 68.5 per 100,000
residents, which is the ratio by which all locali-
ties are measured.
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Death causes in Martinsville and Henry County in
2018.

See DRUGS, Page A8
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An unhappy ending
leads to new beginning

BY CARA COOPER
cara.cooper@martinsvillebulletin.com

Patrick Henry Community College President
Angeline Godwin said that the mistake that cost
the school’s baseball team a chance to pursue a
possible national championship was a “human
error.”

Godwin said this week that an eligibility form
that was not turned in on time triggered an au-
dit by the National Junior College Athletic As-
sociation last month. The audit turned up two
missing forms in players’ files, resulting in the
Patriots’ having to forfeit games and miss the
postseason.

The lost games caught the attention of the en-
tire athletic department and has led to new sys-
tem of checks and balances that will even rely
some on the players.

On May 1 the NJCAA called PHCC Athletic Di-
rector Brian Henderson to inform him that an
audit of the baseball program revealed missing
transfer forms for two players, an audit triggered
because Henderson had failed to submit an eli-
gibility roster for the team to the NJCAA by its
deadline, April 10.

The result of this paper error was that the play-
ers were ineligible, and the team would have to
forfeit all the games it had won before April 10
and, thus, would have no chance to qualify for
the postseason and, thus, to play for region and
national titles players had said could be won.

At the time, the baseball team was 24-16 re-
cord and were poised to take be seeded high in
the upcoming Region X tournament. The Patri-
ots were looking towards a berth in the NJCAA
national tournament after coming up a game
short two seasons in a row.

A ‘human error’ by Patrick Henry Community
College cost its baseball team a chance to pursue a

championship. Its victory is a promised new vigilance.

Fundamentally, and in the administration,
we’ve taken full responsibility for this.”

— Angeline Godwin, Patrick Henry Community College president‘‘See BASEBALL, Page A6

MARTINSVILLE
BOYS SOCCERHAS
FIRST UNDEFEATED
REGULAR SEASON

SINCE 2004
» SPORTS, B1

PHCC HOLDS GRADUATION
» INSIDE, A10
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