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Celebrate the champion Cavaliers
with this hardcover collector’s book.

6 5 6 5 2 5 1 0 6 8 1 1

INDEX WEATHER

HIGH LOW
79 48

For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be pleasant with times of
clouds and sun. Tonight will be clear.

Ex-policy director
says Fairfax has lost
‘moral legitimacy.’
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Awestern
I-73 route
‘just makes
more sense’
Mayor says eventual road
connecting existing U.S. 58
to state line will benefit area

BY HOLLY KOZELSKY
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

The proposed Interstate 73 corridor has
a chance to be moved to the west of Mar-
tinsville, but it most certainly would not be
moved to the east.

That was addressed in a recent report by
The Interstate 73 Coalition, which also talked
about an upcoming improvement to the U.S.
220/220 bypass intersection.

Robert J. Catron, who along with John Stir-
rup is a co-executive director of The Inter-
state 73 Coalition, gave presentations Tues-
day about potential roadwork to the Henry
County Board of Supervisors and Martins-
ville City Council.

“When the information for I-73 first sur-
faced over a decade ago, there was a route
which went to the right [if looking at a map],”
Martinsville Mayor Kathy Lawson wrote in
an email. That route would have been to the
east of U.S. 220.

“There was a group of folks who wanted
an alternative route which the city never en-
dorsed,” Lawson stated. “From the informa-
tion I’ve received at … West Piedmont Plan-
ning District Commission meetings, the map
to connect to the existing [Route] 58 bypass
from the VA/NC line makes sense to use the
proposed route that’s to the left of existing
[Highway] 220. It does appear from the infor-
mation previously provided that the route to
the left would be easier terrain to navigate.”

During the City Council meeting, Lawson
said the western route “just makes more
sense because it’s not going through wet-
lands. It’s not going through a cemetery.”

Lawson added in the email that she doesn’t
count on ever seeing the construction of I-73
during her lifetime, but she feels that the con-
nector road from the state line to the existing
U.S. 58 would benefit the area.

A new interstate “is going to be years down
the road,” Catron said during the City Coun-
cil meeting. However, “fixing 220 and making
it a passable road that’s good for commerce
is doable.”

A proposed safety improvement to the
U.S. 220/220 bypass would be to get rid of
left turns, which created the main causes of
wrecks, Catron said during both presenta-
tions. Additionally, a left turn lane to facilitate
U-turns would be added.

Twelve angle collisions have happened at
that intersection, according to an analysis
covering 2012-15. They all involved vehicles
turning from the side streets or going straight
through the intersection.

See ROAD, Page A9

THESE OLDHOUSES
It’s difficult to know the oldest houses in the area, but historians focus

on two centuries-old structures along the Patrick-Henry border.
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The front (above) and back (below) of the Hughesville home are shown in these photographs from 2006.

BY AMIE KNOWLES
Special to the Bulletin

S
ome shelters go up in the
evening and come down the
following morning, like tents.

Others travel behind pickup trucks
and stop wherever their owners likes
best. Other houses spring up on
newly cleared land, only a couple of
decades later to be razed to make way
for something new.

But in some rare cases, there are
houses that stand firmly entrenched
in the same spot year after year, for
decades upon decades, even centu-
ries.

And that’s the case for two houses
coincidentally built along the same
border, one in Henry County and the
other in Patrick County.

Formal records simply don’t exist
that establish the area’s oldest still-
standing home, but local historians
have their hunches about which
structures have been around the
longest.

To get a glimpse inside of those
building requires a private invita-
tions, because they still are homes.
One stands behind a fench and
locked gate. But here’s what we know.

Before Patrick Henry spoke

The house in Patrick County is
called “Hughesville,” a wooden
structure built around 1769, or, to put
that into context, about seven years
before the American Revolution.

“They called it Hughesville, but
there never was a village there,” Pat-
rick County Historical Society curator
Greg Arens said. “It’s an old house
that was built by Archelaus Hughes
in the southernmost part of Patrick

County. It’s almost in Henry County.”
When it was built, this old house

wasn’t in either county, although it
hasn’t moved in its 250 years. To put
that into context, the house has been
standing for a quarter of a millennial.

“It [the area] became western
Pittsylvania County in 1767, but they
wouldn’t have called it Patrick or
Henry when it was still an English
colony,” Arens said.

Imagine the tyranny if a county
bore the name of the famous “liberty
or death” orator at the time of the
Revolutionary War. Patrick Henry
didn’t even utter those words until
1775.

INSIDE TODAY
A special section shows you how to

stage your
home for
sale and
includes a
profile of
a pro-
lific family
builder.
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