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Northam

calls for

action on

firearms
Motivated by 9-year-old girl’s
death, governor urges state
lawmakers to toughen laws

By Michael Martz
Richmond Times-Dispatch

RICHMOND — The vision of a 9-year-old
girl, killed by gunfire in a South Richmond
park, lit a spark in Gov. Ralph Northam on
Sunday as he called for the General Assem-
bly to act this week to toughen Virginia laws
on the purchase and use of firearms.

Northam, speaking to a predominantly
black audience at 31st Street Baptist Church
in Church Hill, paced behind the pulpit
as he remembered treating wounded sol-
diers as a U.S. Army doctor in the Persian
Gulf and holding children who died from
gunshots after picking up a loaded weapon
from a bedside table.

He remembered a young woman he had
treated since she was 2 years old who was
shot to death by her enraged husband in
front of their infant child, and the 12 peo-
ple killed on May 31 at a Virginia Beach mu-
nicipal building by a former colleague who
used a silencer as he shot them.

But Northam said, “What really woke me
up, as if I needed to be woken up, was Mar-
kiya Dickson,” a 9-year-old girl killed in a
crossfire of shooting during a Memorial
Day celebration at Carter Jones Park.

He raised Dickson’s memory as a chal-
lenge to members of the General Assembly,
who will meet in a special session that he
called on Tuesday to act on eight legisla-
tive proposals to tighten gun laws, includ-
ing allowing local governments to restrict
firearms in municipal buildings and other
public venues, including parks.

“They can bring their thoughts and
prayers, that’s fine, but they were elected
by folks like you to vote and enact laws,”
Northam told an audience already roused
by a combination of fervent gospel hymns,
prayer and calls for action by a host of
Democratic elected officials.
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Gov. Ralph Northam called for the General
Assembly to toughen laws on the purchase and
use of firearms. He spoke during a rally at 31st
Street Baptist Church in Church Hill on Sunday.
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By Holly Kozelsky
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

The Housing Man’s attention now
turns to his own home – working his
way down his wife’s “honey-do” list of
chores now that he has retired.

But that’s just for starters. Former
Martinsville Community Develop-
ment Director and Assistant City
Manager Wayne Knox, aka “The
Housing Man,” whose last day in
city hall was June 28, said it probably
won’t be long before he finds some-
thing else to do.

However, although other locali-
ties are calling this 72-year-old to do
for them what he has done for Mar-
tinsville, he won’t get into such in-
tense work again, he said – after all,
he is retired. It more likely would be
some kind of community service that
catches his attention, but he’s in no
hurry right now, he said – he just won’t
like being idle for long.

“He’s done a tremendous job for the
community and the city,” said Jim Pe-
verall, whose house on Aaron Street
is the one closest to the charred and
twisted ruins of the American of Mar-
tinsville factory.

That factory burned on the day in
1995 Knox came to Martinsville to
interview for the position of direc-
tor of community development. The
American of Martinsville warehouse,
across Aaron Street from it, burned in
2004. The men had a chat Wednesday
morning on that road.

“I don’t know how much money he’s
brought in” to the city through grants,
“clearing, developing, cleaning up in
the community,” Peverall said after
the men’s chat.

Knox smiled and said “a lot more got
done quicker” as a result of Peverall’s
involvement as a concerned citizen.

Peverall said it’s thanks to “an open-
door policy by Mr. Knox” that Mar-
tinsville citizens such as himself have
had input and influence on improve-
ments. “Sometimes you don’t find

that in government.”

‘A people-person’

Looking back at his time in Mar-
tinsville, Knox said he feels like he has
“lived up to the definition of ‘commu-
nity development.’”

The field involves a great more than
just housing, he said, though housing
is a large part of it.

The city’s Community Development
Department has “made homeowners
out of a lot of people,” he said. That
goes beyond helping them get houses
to being supportive with future needs

and questions that arise about their
homes.

“I’m concerned about their well-
being,” he said. “That’s why my phone
just keeps ringing.”

He also worked with renters when
the city administered the Section 8
Housing Choice Voucher Program
through 2015.

Whoever becomes the next commu-
nity development director should “be
a people-person” and also be aware of
laws, Knox said.

HE BROUGHTMILLIONS
INTOMARTINSVILLE
Wayne Knox has retired as community development director

and assistant city manager, but he won’t be forgotten.

Aaron Street resident talks Jim Peverall (right) talks with recently retired Commu-
nity Development Director Wayne Knox about improvement projects Knox has spear-
headed throughout the city. The pair are talking outside Peverall’s house, which is the
closest on the road to the burned American of Martinsville plant.
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Wayne Knox retired last week as Martinsville’s director of community development. He came to town from Dinwiddie County. His
job interview was in 1995 on the day the American of Martinsville factory (shown in background) burned. (The former American
warehouse across the street burned four years ago.)


