
BY AMIE KNOWLES
Special to the Bulletin

A
year ago, two individuals sat
across from each other for
the first time, unsure what

the following 365 days might hold.
One was Amanda “Mandi” Bartlett,
who works at the Ravenel Oncology
Center in Martinsville. The other was
Serenity Bradshaw, a participant in
the Martinsville YMCA’s Reach and
Rise mentorship program.

As Bartlett spoke with Bradshaw,
her father, Kelvin Bradshaw, and
Reach and Rise Director Terri Hair-
ston, she developed a first impres-
sion of the young lady she would
soon come to call a friend.

“She was really sweet and really
shy,” Bartlett said. “She had a dif-
ficult time opening up at first and I
did too.”

After their initial meeting, the two
set off on a new adventure each
week.

Bartlett planned each outing based
on the same structure. First, the two
had dinner together. Then, they both
participated in a fun activity.

“Mandi planned and she did an
exceptional job doing that,” Hairston
said. “She intentionally devised a
plan and provided a structure that
was consistent. Young people need
structure.”

Some of their favorite activities to
do together included making arts
and crafts, writing, going to the mov-
ies, skating and honing their arcade
skills at Uptown Pinball.

While mentors may spend any
amount of money on their outings, it
doesn’t take a lot to enhance a child’s
life.

“There are lots of things you can do
around here,” Hairston said.

The director equips each mentor
with a list of the top 40 free or low-
cost kid-friendly activities in Mar-
tinsville and Henry County, provided
by VisitMartinsville, the local tourism
department.

“They do a list and they do all of
this research,” Hairston said. “People
aren’t aware of these little nuggets. I
was even surprised.”

Participating in activities together
helps the mentor and child’s connec-
tion grow in a fun and healthy way.
Doing things that the child and adult
both enjoy often opens communica-
tion lines.

“The biggest [accomplishment]
was working on self-confidence,”
Bartlett said. “She made a lot of
progress.”

The two also explored the impor-
tance of honesty, especially in com-
munications and relationships.

As the year progressed, Bartlett
watched Serenity open up and grow.

“It gave me a sense of pride, watch-
ing how she developed over the
year,” Bartlett said. “From week to
week, it seemed so small.”
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Today wil be cooler but pleasant with
some sun. Tonight will be partly cloudy.

Sheep help to
maintain solar
farm in Bedford.
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Owners and
renters are
almost even
split in city
Availability of homes in area
offers variety of opportunities

BY AMIE KNOWLES
Special to the Bulletin

There’s a lot more than charm that goes
into buying a good house. Is it in a good
neighborhood? What is the area’s crime
rate? Is it a good value? Everyone’s perfect
home checklist rounds out a bit differently,
but there are a few key characteristics every
person in the market should seek out.

First, as financial guru Dave Ramsey
points out, “location, location, location” is
one of the main things to consider when
purchasing a home.

If a person is looking for a mountain home,
you might find that Patrick County has gor-
geous offerings. But if you prefer something
more centrally located and busier, a home
located closer to Martinsville’s city center
might be more effective. For those seeking
a quiet country life, the outskirts of Henry
County may be the perfect fit.

And, no matter where you live, this is the
season when real estate sales start to gain
momentum.

“This time of year, things pick up, which
is great,” said Beverley Coleman, realtor at
Rives S. Brown Realty in Martinsville.

In Martinsville, there are 5,740 houses
and apartments, according to Neighbor-
hoodScout, an online analytic database.
These properties cover single-family de-
tached dwellings, at 73.57 percent, to large
apartment complexes, at 16.65 percent,
and duplexes, homes converted to apart-
ments and small apartment buildings, at
8.64 percent. Row houses and attached
homes account for 1.14 percent of the city’s
makeup.

They are almost evenly owned and rent-
ed, with 53.4 percent of residents owning
their home and 46.6 percent renting.

Their median value is $78,862, with 38.3
percent of homes valued between $49,001
and $97,000.

Almost 55 percent of the houses in Mar-
tinsville were built in the era following
World War II, specifically in the 1940s, ‘50s
and ‘60s.

Martinsville’s annual appreciation rate is
lower than 60 percent of other cities and
towns in Virginia. There has been a 17.72
percent appreciation rate decline during
the past decade.

But even though some neighborhoods
suffer, others thrive. The Laurel Park and
Chatmoss areas, the Fieldale community
and the Commonwealth Boulevard and
West Market Street sections have the high-
est appreciating values in the city, the data
suggest.

The city also boasts an impressive mix
between the busyness one might expect in
a metropolitan area and the solitude city
dwellers often crave.

“We have a wonderful infrastructure and
quality of living,” Coleman said.

See HOMES, Page A5

‘An awesome team’
Reach and Rise program pairs children with mentors to help them grow
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Mentors in Martinsville YMCA’s Reach and Rise mentorship program use activities to
grow their connection to children in a fun and healthy way. See MENTOR, Page A5


