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Asarea residents continuedy-
ing fromCOVID-19,vaccination
opportunities are increasing.
One new death has been at-

tributed to COVID-19 in the
West Piedmont District since
Wednesday. The Virginia De-
partment of Health (VDH) has
recorded that death in Franklin
County.
The district comprises the

counties of Henry, Franklin and
Patrick and theCity ofMartins-
ville.
Today inMartinsville a drive-

thru vaccination clinic will be
held from 2-6 p.m. at St. Paul
High Street Baptist Church,401
Fayette St., from 2-6 p.m.A $50
gift card will be given to each
person receiving his or her first
COVID-19 shot, for as long as
the cards last.
Various area churches have

partnered with the VDH in an
Iriswood District-wide vacci-
nationclinic from9 a.m.tonoon
Saturday. The clinic is free, but
pre-registration is required.
Nine churches are reportedly

participating, with the central
location at Moral Hill Baptist
Church on Va. 58 East in Axton.
To register or formore informa-
tion, contact United Way Com-
munity Health Worker Karen
Millner at 336-695-6872.
Meanwhile, Henry County

continues to lead the district in
deaths due to COVID-19 with
150, followedbyFranklinCounty
with 99, Martinsville at 88 and
Patrick Countywith 55.
Henry County has had 432

hospitalizations, followed by
Franklin County with 246,
Martinsville at 184 and Patrick
Countywith 131.
Henry County has had 13 new

cases reported sinceWednesday
and is at 6,337. Franklin County
has also had 31 news cases over
the sameperiodwith 5,957 total.
Martinsville has had three new
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Atfirst glance, the reversionof
Martinsville to a town in Henry
County might be seem simple,
Henry County Administrator
TimHall says, but the more you
talk about it, the more compli-
cated it gets.
“It’s confusing to the general

public,” said Hall, speaking be-
fore agroupof abouthalf adozen
citizens at a Horsepasture com-
munity meeting Tuesday night.
“Here’s aquickprimer:Thecode
ofVirginia does not allow coun-
ties to have input on reversion
andencourages cities to revert to
towns due to the archaic system
with independent cities. We’re
the only state that does it that
way.”

Virginia is divided into 95
counties and within their geo-
graphic borders are 36 indepen-
dent cities. Since the 2000 cen-
sus only twocities,CliftonForge
andBedford,have availed them-
selvesof aprocess that forces the
counties that surround them to
share in the cost of government
operations while those counties
are then authorized to tax the
new town residents for some of
the increased costs.
In theory, the reduction in

costs to the town residents will
result in a town tax much less
than the former city tax.
“The governing body of the

city can vote to revert without
demand for a referendum or
county input,”Hall said. “All we
can do is try to mitigate the im-
pact to the county.”
Hall told the group that the

Commission on Local Govern-
ment (COLG) issued its decision
last Friday regarding avoluntary
settlement agreement between

Martinsville andHenry County.
“The COLG voted to approve

the agreement,” said Hall. “The
commission also made recom-
mendations and approved the
document as presented. A cre-
ation of a three-judge panel will
provide the final adjudication of
this issue.”
Before a panel is assembled,

both theCity and theCounty are
required to hold public hearings
on the recommendation fromthe
COLG.
“A public hearing will be held

next Tuesday in the city,” Hall
said. “We haven’t set ours yet.
Outside council will appear at
our next meeting to advise [us]
andwewill likelyhave adate [for
a public hearing] in November.”
Martinsville hadasked for July

1, 2022, as the effective date for
reversion, and Henry County
wanted to push the date to July
1, 2024.
The COLG recommended a

compromise and suggested July

1, 2023, be the date the City of
Martinsville becomes a town,
citing that the largest reversion
in the history of Virginia would
indeed take time, but recogniz-
ing the financial stress realized
byMartinsville hastens theneed
for the date to be as soon as rea-
sonably possible.
“Putting two large families to-

gether that fastwouldhavebeen
a recipe for disaster,” said Hall.
“We would have done it, but it
would have been a colossal fail-
ure.”
Hall pointed out that the

COLG approved the voluntary
settlement agreement as it was
written and thenoffered recom-
mendations, but it did notman-
date its suggestions.
“Weanticipatethethree-judge

panelwill be set inmid-Decem-
ber or January andwhen they is-
sue their decision the city has 21
days to say ‘wewant to continue

Hall: City’s reversion is
‘confusing to the ... public’
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Henry County Administrator Tim Hall (left) speaking about reversion at a community meeting while Horsepasture District Board of Supervisor
Debra Buchanan looks on.
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AFieldalemanwas sentenced
to an active prison term of 38
years after receiving 48 years
total in Henry County Circuit
Court on Tuesday after plead-
ing guilty to shooting a Bassett
woman in the face andkillingher
unborn child on the porch of a
Fieldale residence.

T h o m a s
C h r i s t o p h e r
McDowell, 37,
had been sched-
uled for a four-
day jury trial in
June,butpleaded
guilty instead.
A pre-sen-

tence report was
ordered,andMcDowellwas sen-
tenced to40years inprisonwith
10 years suspended, 10 years
probation and $1,959 in court
costs on a charge of second de-
greemurder.
McDowell was also sentenced

to five years in prison for pos-
session of a firearm by a violent
felonand threeyears inprison for
use of a firearm in the commis-
sion of a felony.
McDowell is due in Floyd

County Circuit Court on Nov.
23 for violation of probation on
four convictionsof breaking and
enteringand three convictionsof
grand larceny.
Krystal Anne McReynolds,

34, ofMcKinley Drive in Bassett
was shoton the frontporchof60
Fourth St. in Fieldale on Feb. 18,
2020.
Police have said the house

where shewas shotwas the scene
of aprevioushomicide andhada
reputation as a location for drug
activity.
McReynolds was taken to So-

vah Health-Martinsville and
transferred to Carilion Roanoke
Memorial Hospital, where her
unbornchilddied thatnight and
she died the following day.
Reports from Henry County

Investigator E.L. Harper on file
in theHenryCountyClerk’sOf-
fice describe a person identified
as “Lt. Hambrick” as the first

Man sentenced in killing
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Krystal Anne McReynolds was found
lying on the porch of this house at 60
Fourth St. in Fieldale.

38 years in prison

in shooting of

pregnant woman

McDowell

An early effective date

“would have been a

recipe for disaster”

One new death in

the region was

recorded this week

in Franklin Co.
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