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Celebrate the champion Cavaliers
with this hardcover collector’s book.
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INDEX WEATHER

HIGH LOW
86 58

For detailed weather information, see Page A2

Today will be partly sunny. Tonight will
be mild with patchy clouds.

See a list of
events coming
up in the area.
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Safety talks are the new rite of religion

BY PAUL COLLINS
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

Security will be one of the is-
sues discussed when the board of
directors of Ohev Zion Synagogue
in Martinsville holds its regularly
monthly meeting this week.

Martha Woody, president of
the board, offered that piece of
information when she was asked
if the synagogue would be taking

any special steps after the recent
attacks on places of worship in
Pennsylvania, New Zealand, Sri
Lanka and, just last weekend,
California.

That’s where, on Saturday,
the last day of Passover, a gun-
man burst into Chabab of Po-
way synagogue near San Diego
and opened fire with an assault-
style rifle, killing a woman and
wounding a rabbi and two oth-

ers. Roughly six months ago, on
Oct. 27, 11 were killed in a similar
assault at a synagogue on a quiet
street in Pittsburgh.

“Certainly what has happened
in California and similar events
in the past have made us a bit
more cautious,” Woody said. “We
perhaps [are paying] a bit more
attention than we have in the
past. For example, when I go to
the synagogue, if I am the only
one there, I lock the door behind
me.”

Jewish, Muslim, Christian leaders in Virginia
talk about how to keep houses of worship safe
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Rabbi
Yisroel
Goldstein
(right) is
hugged as
he leaves
a news
confer-
ence at the
Chabad of
Poway syn-
agogue,
Sunday
in Poway,
California.

Martinsville’s
drug ‘takeback’
gets 219 pounds
of medications
Event to get rid of oudated or
unwanted prescriptions sees
large increase from last year

BY PAUL COLLINS
paul.collins@martinsvillebulletin.com

The prescription-drug take-back event
this past Saturday collected 219 pounds of
medications for disposal.

“We did see an increase. Last year it was a
little over 170,” Martinsville Deputy Police
Chief Rob Fincher said.

The drive-through event was from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the Martinsville Fire Depart-
ment on Church Street.

The prescription drugs that were collected
were bagged and weighed and taken to the
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
in Roanoke, Fincher said. “From there, the
DEA and Virginia National Guard work to-
gether to incinerate them.”

This twice-a-year event is part of DEA Na-
tional RX Takeback.

The event helps to get outdated or un-
wanted prescriptions off the shelf, where
they are in danger of being stolen, or getting
into the wrong hands, or found by children,
or flushed down the water system, which
isn’t healthy, Fincher said.

Other partners Saturday included Mar-
tinsville Fire & EMS, Piedmont Community
Services and Drug-Free MHC.

See SAFETY, Page A5

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Martinsville police officers Taylor Lawson (left)
and William Warnick stand by prescription
drugs that were collected.

See DRUGS, Page A5

THIS BIG DOGHAS TURNED

OUT TO BE OF BIG SERVICE
Meet Ellie Mae, a 4-year-old Old English Mastiff that has learned
to take her wheelchair-bound owner wherever she wants to go.

HOLLY KOZELSKY/MARTINSVILLE BULLETIN

It took nearly a year to train her 180-pound Ellie Mae as a service dog, but now the Old English Mastiff both helps Tonya Gillespie
get around and also helps her feel more physically safe from potential crime or dangers.

BY HOLLY KOZELSKY
holly.kozelsky@martinsvillebulletin.com

T
he dog weighed 180 pounds
and was young and at times
unruly. On walks she some-

times would pull her handler right
out of her wheelchair.

These days Tonya Gillespie said she
couldn’t go anywhere without the aid
and protection of a 4-year-old Old
English Mastiff named Ellie Mae.

Gillespie, 43, a resident of Spen-
cer, has been wheelchair bound for
decades. She has pets for years, but

they were usually little dogs, such as
a 15-year-old pug named Charlie or
an 8-year-old Yorkie named Chopper.
She also has a 16-month-old pet pig
named Pixie.

But Gillespie said she always had
wanted an Old English Mastiff, so
when she heard a breeder in Madi-
son, N.C., had puppies, she decided
to take her chance.

And Ellie Mae has become unques-
tionably the dog for her. Another
puppy ran and hid from Gillespie
and her wheelchair, but Ellie put her
paw on Gillespie’s foot, “and it was

love at first sight,” Gillespie said.
But their relationship wasn’t that

simple. This growing dog was more
powerful than Gillespie had bar-
gained for. On one of their early
walks when the dog pulled her out of
her wheelchair, she passed through a
prickly rose bush.

Gillespie said she realized getting
the dog trained formally was the only
way this situation would work out.
“You can’t have a dog this big and not
have control of her,” she said.

See DOG, Page A6


